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What is Abdo Digital? 

Abdo Digital is a division of the ABDO Group that offers thousands of eBooks, Interactive Books, 
and Digital Databases for schools and libraries. Abdo Digital products are designed to offer 
children and young adults the best in digital resources for reading and researching, with easy 
access from anywhere.  

What's an Abdo Interactive Book? 

An Abdo Interactive Book, or iBook, is an interactive picture book, graphic novel, or nonfiction 
book designed for supplemental reading practice at a computer, or for use on a SMART Board 
or similar digital whiteboard. They are Flash-based files that include optional read-aloud 
functionality coupled with word or sentence highlighting.  

What are the features of Abdo Interactive Books?  

Abdo Interactive Books are easy to navigate and use for students at a computer, or for teachers 
using a whiteboard.  

Users have two main options to choose at the start of each iBook: readers or teachers can 
click “Read to Me”, and the iBook Flash file will play the entire book, with the text highlighted 
while an entertaining audio track reads to the student with a number of added action and sound 
effects. Or, the user can choose “Let Me Read on My Own,” which turns off the audio and auto-
page-turning, so the book has to be clicked through and read by the student. 

All Abdo Interactive Books feature clickable read-aloud glossary terms throughout playback, as 
well as an easy-to-use multiple-choice comprehension quiz at the end. Quiz questions and 
answers can be clicked for read-aloud playback, too.  

One social studies Abdo Interactive series – Our Nation’s Pride – includes 12 embedded video 
and audio tracks, and related primary sources, in each interactive book. These include WWII 
newsreels, primary source photographs and maps, and more.  

Other features of Abdo Interactive Books include: 

 Sold as a multi-user site license subscription 

 Can be played on Mac or PC 

 Sold with Abdo Digital’s web hosting service  

 Audio & action effects entertain the reader; glossary terms are read aloud with leveled 
definitions 

 Easy to pause and make notes on whiteboard with students 

 Curricular topics with companion books for further reading practice 
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How many Abdo Interactive Books are available? 

We have 70 Abdo Interactive Books, from reading level grades 1-6. Our selection includes 
interactive picture books based on the Golden Lamp Award-winning series for the best books in 
educational publishing, Science Rocks!; 28 interactive graphic novels; Our Nation's Pride, a 
series developed with an Emmy Award-winning news producer; low-level pre-K interactive 
books; Graphic Horror and Graphic Classics, and more. 

How are Abdo Interactive Books used? 

There are two main ways to incorporate Abdo Interactive Books into your programs. First, they’re 
designed as excellent supplemental reading practice or research sources for a single reader at a 
computer terminal. Entertaining and informative reading practice – with audio and text - is perfect 
for any reader and can promote a number of skills, including successful silent reading, better 
grasp of the subject matter for auditory learners, and better pronunciation of terms when the 
student reads the companion print book. Studies show kids gain in reading skills when books are 
read aloud to them, when they make that simple connection between audio expression and word 
decoding with the text. Abdo Interactive Books simulate this read-aloud experience. 

Second, Abdo Interactive Books are perfect for educators who want to lead a fun reading and 
learning session on an interactive whiteboard. The interactive book can be played for the whole 
classroom, with a number of teaching opportunities throughout the playback. Abdo Interactive 
Books work on any digital whiteboard. They are officially accredited by SmartTech, the maker of 
SMART Boards. Abdo Interactive Books are also listed on the resource list for 
Promethean/Activboards. 

This comprehension and reading skill practice is excellent for any readers, but are especially 
good for Title I, ELL/ESL, and similar programs, where studies show that these populations are 
read aloud to less frequently. 

Reluctant readers, struggling readers, and even kids attracted by the chance to spend time at 
the computer will enjoy Abdo Interactive Books, too. And since all our interactive books are 
based on standards-based subjects, they’re perfect to supplement any curricular units on the 
topics covered by the series, in addition to providing reading practice. 

*For more info and research on these programs and our products, get our free handouts on 
Abdo interactive solutions: Abdo Interactive Books & Title I Programs, Abdo Interactive Books & 
ELL/ESL Students, or Abdo Interactive Books & Head Start. Call toll-free 1-800-800-1312 or 
visit www.abdopublishing.com 

How is the text highlighted onscreen while the narration is read aloud? 

The audio and text match very clearly for reading practice with an Abdo Interactive Book. In our K-
3

rd
 grade low-level picture books, each word is highlighted in color as it’s read aloud by the 

narrators. In the 3
rd

-6
th
 grade books, each sentence is highlighted in color as it’s read aloud. In 

Abdo Interactive graphic novels, each dialogue bubble or box gets larger as it’s read aloud, and 
the graphic novel panels light up in the proper order, too. 

 
Can you tell me more about Abdo Digital’s web hosting service? 

When you purchase a hosted Interactive Book, you are buying lifetime access to Abdo Digital’s 
secure web hosting*. Users will visit my.abdodigital.com and log in with a username and password 
to view their Abdo Digital Library. Products are categorized by subject, grade level, and format.  
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In addition to our friendly user interface, you can receive MARC records with the link to the eBook 
or Interactive Book embedded in the record for easy access from your OPAC. MARC records are 
FREE when you order $350 or more from ABDO Publishing.  
 
Your Abdo Digital Library is web-based and is accessible by anyone who has the login credentials 
and a computer connected to the Internet.  
 
How can students or patrons access Abdo Interactive Books in my school or collection? 
 
There are several ways to share your Abdo Interactive Books with students and patrons: 

 You can circulate the link directly to the digital library: my.abdodigital.com. 

 You can add an Abdo Digital icon to your school’s library page or OPAC. 

 You can add Abdo MARC records with embedded interactive book links in to your OPAC. 
(For this option, be sure to set up IP or referring URL authentication first.) 

 
Is there a way for students to avoid the login screen?  
 
Yes, Abdo Digital offers several options for accessing hosted products, depending on your school 
or library's specific needs: 

 Unique username and password: Every Abdo Digital account will include a unique 
student username and password, as well as an administrator username and password. 
Administrators have access to change these passwords and set up additional student 
accounts. 

 IP Authentication: If we add your school's IP address to your account, students who 
access your Abdo Digital Library from the school building will automatically be logged in 
and will not have to enter a username and password. This is a great option for schools 
that have eBook links available online, but not on a password-protected site. However, 
this is not an option for schools that share an IP address district-wide. 

 Referring URL Authentication: If your school has a secure web-based password-
protected site or OPAC, we can add the URL of your site on to your Abdo Digital account, 
and any time a student clicks on an Abdo link from your site - regardless of whether they 
are at school or at home - they will be automatically logged in to your Digital Library. 

What privileges does an Administrator have? 

Every Abdo Digital account includes an administrator login. When administrators log in to 
my.abdodigital.com, they see a ―My Account‖ link in the upper right hand corner of the page. By 
clicking on this link, administrators can update their contact information, run usage/circulation 
reports, add additional student usernames and passwords, and add IP ranges or referring URLs 
for authentication. 

Can I track circulation on my Abdo Digital titles? 

Yes, administrators can access usage reports directly. Simply log in with your administrator 
account, click on ―My Account‖ in the upper right hand corner, and under Activity Report, enter a 
date range. Then click ―Run Report.‖ A CSV file will be generated that will include a list of users 
who accessed your account in the time period you entered, as well as the number of times each 
specific title was accessed. Geography information is also included, based on the users’ IP 
addresses. 

To download the file to your computer, right click on the link below and select either "Download 
Linked File As...", "Save Link As...", or "Save Target As..." (depending on your browser). The file 
may be opened in any spreadsheet software (Microsoft Excel, Numbers, Open Office, etc.). 
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What will play an Abdo Interactive Book? 

Abdo Interactive Books are Flash files and will play on any Mac or PC with Flash installed. 
However, they will not play on devices that do not support Flash. Thus, they will not work on most 
e-reading devices, such as the Kindle, or on Apple’s iPad or iPhone. 

Will Abdo Interactive Books work with SMART Boards and other digital whiteboards? 

Yes. Abdo Interactive Books are accredited by SmartTech, the maker of SMART Boards, for use 
with their digital whiteboards. Teachers can easily pause playback, and use the board for notes 
about the subject of the interactive book they’re playing. The text is large enough onscreen for 
readers to see in a classroom, too. Our Interactive Books also work easily with other projection 
technology or interactive whiteboards. 

Can the audio be turned off so kids can practice reading on their own? 

Yes. A menu is on the bottom of every ―page‖ onscreen, and includes a volume/mute icon while 
the interactive book is in ―Read to Me‖ mode. The menu also includes play/pause, start 
over/home, go to the quiz, glossary, and more buttons. 

Readers can also select a ―Let Me Read On My Own‖ mode. There’s no audio in this mode to 
help read the book. Instead, the interactive book appears on the screen as page spreads, like in a 
print book or standard ―eBook,‖ and the pages are turned with a click. This is different than the 
―Read to Me‖ mode, when the interactive book plays like a movie with audio-text narration. 

What are the “Blue Star links” embedded in the series, Our Nation's Pride? 

For this social studies series of interactive picture books, we partnered with a two-time Emmy 
Award-winning news producer, so there’s a lot more content and interactive links in each book. 
These links are opened by clicking easy-to-spot flashing blue stars on every onscreen ―page 
spread‖ — these are the blue star links. 

These ―blue star‖ primary sources include period photos and art, maps, video footage like historic 
Movietone newsreels from the 1930s, ’40s, and ’50s, sing-along guides to patriotic songs, and 
more. There are 12 ―blue star‖ primary sources or fun facts in each interactive title in Our Nation’s 
Pride. They’re perfect for teacher-led lesson plans that will come alive with video, audio, and 
historical documents on an interactive whiteboard at the front of a room, or for readers wanting to 
click & learn on their own. 

What's the quiz like at the end of the Abdo Interactive Book? 

Our writers and editors created the quiz to help reinforce comprehension and help readers 
practice for any other tests they may have on the topic, such as an Accelerated Reader quiz or a 
teacher’s test. (Note: All ABDO books also have Accelerated Reader quizzes available.) 
 
View the Quizzes 

Each ABDO interactive comprehension quiz is multiple choice with 5-6 questions. The quiz can 
be skipped if desired. Incorrect answers are prompted with an audible ―try again,‖ and correct 
answers with ―great job!‖ Both the questions and each answer choice are read aloud by the 
narrator when the words are clicked on. 
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How can I get more information and a demonstration? 
You can preview free samples on our web site, or sign up for a free 30-day trial for Abdo Digital 
products. Your local authorized ABDO rep can also provide a free Abdo Interactive 
demonstration. Call us toll-free at 1-800-800-1312 and we will help you schedule an appointment 
or if you have any other questions. Think outside the book! — with ABDO iBooks!  

 
 
* Abdo reserves the right to let any book to go out of print, whether in print or an electronic format. 
An out-of-print book will no longer be supported by Web hosting. When a title is declared out of 
print, any customers who have purchased the Web-hosted eBook in the past will be given, free of 
charge, a PDF version of the eBook to download that they can then manage for their collection. In 
this way we can weed titles that are out of date or no longer have an appeal in the marketplace, 
while still honoring our agreement to provide an eBook to our customers for life.  
 

http://www.abdopublishing.com/
http://www.abdopub.com/shop/pc/viewContent.asp?idpage=58
http://www.abdopub.com/shop/pc/viewContent.asp?idpage=59

