
 
Our Most Popular Collections Galleries Tour 
 
Great Works 
Take a trip across Asia through the Asian’s rich collection, investigating diverse and 
intriguing cultures as well as sacred and secular art. This is both the perfect introduction 
to the Asian Art Museum’s collection for the first-time visitor and a superb way to 
experience the collection over and over again. 
 
Other Collection Galleries tour offering: 
 
Along the Silk & Spice Routes 
For more than 2,000 years a network of overland and maritime trade routes connected 
East and West, linking the powerful and culturally diverse regions of China, India, Persia, 
Egypt, and Rome.  Delve into the artistic legacy of the silk & spice routes discovering 
how trade, travel, and cultural exchange transformed and remade the ancient world. 
 
The Art of War 
Throughout history cultures have valued their weapons both for utilitarian purposes and 
as objects of beauty.  Artisans decorated and embellished them to emphasize the wealth 
and importance of their owners.  Both weapons and warfare are also the subjects of 
paintings, sculpture, and other forms of artistic expression. Examine the Art of War 
across Asia through the exceptional pieces in the Asian’s collection. 
 
The Buddha: Art and Culture 
Follow the ancient faith of Buddhism across Asia from its beginnings in northern India 
more than 2,500 years ago to discover the roles geography, social, and cultural needs 
played in artistic representations of the Buddha. The political and economic factors that 
affected the art and the evolution of the Buddhist image are also explored. 
 
Asian Ceramics 
The Asian Art Museum’s comprehensive ceramics collection showcases the decorative 
motifs and technologies that evolved from Neolithic times to the exquisite wares of later 
periods which were prized throughout the world for their beauty and importance as trade 
and tribute objects. Ceramics from across Asian are explored. 
 
Goddesses: Images of Power 
Depictions of the feminine divine encompass a wealth of art from fertility goddesses to 
Earth Mother to wrathful figures that help devotees achieve nirvana. Take a fascinating 
look at worship in Asia from a “different point of view” and learn engrossing ancient 
stories of devotion, lust, compassion, wisdom, and power. 
 
 
 
 



 
India’s Spiritual Legacy 
Home to many religious traditions which spread to other parts of Asia, art from India and 
South Asia is a visual feast.  The Hindu, Buddhist, Jain, and Sikh religions all originated 
here, and for many centuries South Asia was also the seat of several powerful Islamic 
dynasties. Discover images and artifacts related to these religions and traditions. 
 
Jade, Stone of Heaven 
Over time jade has come to be associated in popular belief with everything that is 
powerful, beautiful, and precious. Learn about the dedication, patience, and years of 
training jade craftsmen harnessed to produce objects of such beauty as well as the 
fascination that jade held for the powerful Chinese and Mughal aristocracies. With more 
than 1,200 jade pieces covering a span of 5,000 years, the Asian’s collection ranks 
among the finest ever assembled under one roof. 
 
The Japanese Aesthetic 
Explore the aesthetically appealing range of objects in the Asian’s Japan galleries in 
diverse mediums from painting to ceramics. Particularly appealing are the bamboo 
baskets which are rotated on a regular basis so there is always something new to 
discover. 
 
The Spirit of Korean Art 
Become enchanted by the Asian Art Museum’s collection of Korean art. On view are 
objects which show the beauty of Goryeo-dynasty celadons (pale sea-green porcelain 
and fine pottery) and rare unglazed stoneware from the Three Kingdoms and Unified 
Silla periods and a selection of unique contemporary ceramics and works in other 
materials. The galleries also include a large group of paintings that range in style from 
courtly to scholarly and Buddhist to folk. 
 
Treasures of China 
Discover the long history and wide reach and aesthetic impact of Chinese art and culture 
through the wide array of artworks on view. Spanning more than 5,000 years, the Asian 
Art Museum’s collection is comprised of objects in a variety of materials including jade, 
bronze, ceramics, textiles, sculptures, and paintings. 
 
 
Architecture at the Asian Art Museum 
The Asian Art Museum opened in its Civic Center location in March 2003, in San 
Francisco’s former Main Library building. The original building was designed by George 
Kelham in the Beaux-Arts style and opened as the library in 1917. Explore the 
historically preserved architectural features of the original building and learn how Italian 
architect Gae Aulenti applied adaptive reuse techniques to transform it into a museum. 
Discover the secrets of earthquake retrofitting and the importance of a building’s design 
to the art it holds. 

 


