
The climbing community is in action all over the world 
improving the lives and the lands of the countries we frequent.  

 

dZi Foundation  

The dZi Foundation –has a charter to improve the basic quality of life of the women, men and 
children in the Himalayan region. Education, shelter, culture and medical needs are our highest 
priorities. In particular, we focus on at-risk orphans in Nepal and Tibet. In Katmandu, the 
Nutritional Rehabilitation Home (deals with severely malnourished children) and The Friendship 
House (supports at risk orphan girls). The foundation is expanding its outreach to India in the 
Solu Khumbu region. The first activity is with the Nuntalla School Board fund for "Teachers 
Sponsorship" and the second is Taksindu & Mira ,Monastery, funding the "Young Monk 
Sponsorship". We also opened the Happiness House that sponsors at risk young girls in 
GANGTOK SIKKIM INDIA.  - www.dzifoundation.org  

Karing for Kids-Nepal 

(KFK Nepal) runs a mother and Child Health Clinic (MCH-Clinic) in the rural mountain 
communities of Goljung,Gatlang and Chilime in the Rasuwa District, Nepal. KFK Nepal is a non-
government charity organization working to save the lives of children in Nepal. The clinic has 
been operating since 1997 and was founded with the help of Linda Wylie, author of “Above the 
Clouds” which is the diaries and journals of climber Anatoli Boukreev.  Scott MacLennan is 
currently the director and primary mission manager. He is also the President of the Anatoli 
Boukreev Fund.   Last year (2003) KFK treated about 1000 people in the clinic and did outreach 
work in schools and the non-supported government health outposts. Since 2000, KFK has 
provided the medical services to approximately 7,000 people of these remote villages.  Additional 
information can be found at http://www.everestnews.com/stories004sec4002/nepalclinic2004.htm. 
The Karing for Kids website is www.karingforkids.org 

Alpine Fund in Bishek 

The Alpine Fund in Bishek is a non-profit that provides education an mountain adventures to at-
risk children in Kyrgyzstan and Nepal like teaching orphans and street children English and social 
skills. The website is www.alpinefund.org Alpine Fund. 

Global Humanitarian Expeditions (GHE) is a nonprofit organization that sends both non-
medical and Dental volunteers abroad to provide humanitarian assistance in Nepal, India, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, The Dominican Republic, Cuba, Peru and Ecuador. The website 
for Humanitarian Tours www.humanitariantours.com  

International Mountain Explorers Connection  

The International Mountain Explorers Connection was founded in 1996 in Boulder, Colorado to 
promote responsible and sustainable connections between travelers and the people of 
developing mountain regions of the world. IMEC provides and coordinates education, assistance, 
and cross-cultural experiences for members, volunteers, trekkers, and local communities. IMEC 
has volunteer opportunities around the world and offices in Kathmandu, Nepal, Islamabad, 
Pakistan, and Moshi, Tanzania. The website address is http://www.mountainexplorers.org/   In 
Nepal, they collaborate with the Kathmandu Environmental Education Project (KEEP) and work 



closely with several partner organizations  including the Everest Foundation, the International 
Porter Protection Group, Inka Porter Project, and Porters' Progress.  

InkaTrail Porter Project is dedicated to improving working conditions and practices of all porters 
and muleteers, and helping to protect the environment in Nepal, Africa, Peru and the Andes.  
http://www.peruweb.org/porters/ 

Himalayan Cataract Project  

The Himalayan Cataract Project strives to eradicate preventable and curable blindness in the 
Himalayas through high-quality ophthalmic care, education, and establishment of a sustainable 
eye care infrastructure. Dr Sanduk Ruit started the project in 1995 with Dr. Geoffrey Tabin. To 
date they have cured the blindness of thousands of people in Nepal and Tibet. Its unique 
programs in skills-transfer education, cost-recovery, research, and creation of a world-class 
network of eye-care facilities are empowering local physicians to alleviate the suffering caused by 
blindness in this most remote region of the world. The project could and should be expanded to 
other parts of the world. The website is www.cureblindness.org  

Central Asia Institute  

The Central Asia Institue is dedicated to promote literacy, woman’s vocational skills and 
awareness of public health and environmental issues through community initiated education 
programs in the mountain regions of Central Asia in Pakistan, Mongolia, Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan 
etc. Greg Mortenson, co-founder and Executive Director of Central Asia Institute, began his work 
in northern Pakistan in 1993. His efforts were first inspired by the local Balti people he met after a 
climb of K2 the world's second highest mountain. The website is http://www.ikat.org  

The Green Tara Foundation  

The Green Tara Foundation runs several activities in Jampaling, Manang, Katmandu, and 
Nunnery at Chupten Choling. Since 1974 the foundation has been supporting education, medical 
and dental clinics and habitat construction. The organization is also heavily involved in supporting 
escaping Tibetan refugees from China. For more information go to the website 
http://www.green.tara.org/ 

Mount Everest Trust  

The Mount Everest Trust is active building hospitals and schools to help poor families and 
promoting environmental awareness among remote communities across Nepal and Tibet. The 
website is http://www.cybernet1.com/himalaya/charity2001.htm  

Association Chantal Mauduit  

Association Chantal Mauduit provides assistance to Nepalese children in obtaining an education 
See http://www.cybernet1.com/himalaya/charity2001.htm  

The Ladakh Project  

The International Society for Ecology and Culture (ISEC) is a non-profit organization that 
promotes locally based alternatives. It involved in environmental education, as well as efforts to 
help the local people preserve their culture in the face of rapid westernization. The website is 
http://www.cybernet1.com/himalaya/charity2001.htm  



Alex Lowe Foundation  

The Alex Lowe Foundation provides direction and financial support to sustainable, community-
based humanitarian programs, which are, designed to help the people who live in remote regions 
of the world. To date the fund is primarily focused on the Sherpa community. The website is 
http://www.alexlowe.org/  

The Galen Rowell Fund for Tibet  

The Galen Rowell Fund for Tibet encourages and supports the work of Tibetans communicating 
issues of importance to their community to a broader Tibetan or international audiences. The fund 
will honor Galen and Barbara Rowell's legacy for Tibetans by providing small grants to Tibetans 
in the language and visual arts who can make significant contributions to society. The website is 
www.savetibet.org.  

Anatoli Boukreev Memorial Fund To promote mutual understanding and friendship across 
cultures through a shared love of mountains and mountaineering. To support the styles of high-
altitude training, ascent, and environmental sensitivity that Anatoli exemplified. The website is 
http://www.boukreev.org  

 

MOUNTAIN FUND is a foundation that works with other small non-profits to assist in funding 
outreach causes in the alpine environment. The fund focuses small non-profits by assisting in 
grant proposals like the Inca Trail Porter Project, The Alpine Fund which runs at risk youth 
programs in Bishkek, Karing for Kids and the Anatoli Boukreev Memorial Fund. The Mountain 
Fund is run by Scott MacLennan. As this is a brand new project there is no website yet, you can 
reach Scott at 800-743-1929 

  

 


