
THE AAC LYMAN SPITZER CUTTING-EDGE  
CLIMBING AWARD 

Through the generous contribution of Lyman Spitzer, Jr., a longtime American Alpine Club 
member and lover of the mountains, the AAC initiated the Lyman Spitzer Cutting-Edge Award. 
This program promotes state-of-the-art climbing through financial support of small, lightweight 
climbing teams attempting bold first ascents or difficult repeats of the most challenging routes in 
the world’s great mountain ranges. $12,000 is awarded annually to three to six endeavors that 
best meet the criteria for "cutting-edge" climbing. Applications are for climbs departing up to one 
year from the date of the award.  

The application deadline is December 1st. Grant applications must be made electronically 
in MS Word or PDF format by the due date. Application is for expeditions departing no 
later than December 31 of the next year. A valid scanned signature must be inserted into the 
application. No late applications will be accepted. 

Selection Criteria: 
A committee of three active climbers reviews the applications, selects the recipients, and decides 
the amount each recipient receives. The three judges’ combined climbing experience ranges from 
remote big walls to alpine-style ascents in the Himalayas. 

▪ AAC membership is required. 

▪ The grant applicant must be a U.S. citizen, though team members may be foreign citizens. 

▪ Applicant must be at least 18 years of age and complete legal liability releases. 

▪ All expeditions must be legal and obtain all necessary visas and permits required by local 
authorities. 

▪ All expeditions must be conducted in an environmentally conscious and sound approach, and 
with care and respect for local inhabitants. 

▪ The judges consider the proposed climbing objectives’ compelling nature, including purity of 
line, difficulty, exploratory nature, and overall significance. Acceptable objectives could 
range from a new Himalayan route to establishing a remote big-wall free climb. 

▪ The team’s planned climbing style is considered. Small, lightweight teams using a minimum 
of fixed ropes, camps, personnel, and equipment are strongly favored. The judges also 

 - !  -1



consider the amount of other funding a team has received or expects to receive from other 
grant sources. 

▪ The judges consider the team’s overall experience level, which must match the proposed 
objective. 

Responsibilities of grant recipient:  

▪ If for any reason the expedition is canceled or significantly changed, awarded funds must be 
returned to the AAC in full. Please contact the AAC office if your proposal changes. 

▪  When you know your final travel dates, please let the grants manager know. 

▪ If, after a grant is awarded, additional funding is obtained and the grant funds are no longer 
needed, or if an expedition is “over funded,” the recipient is asked to return all surplus funds 
to the AAC. 

▪ Within two months of returning, all grant recipients are required to submit to the AAC a 
written expedition report (including photos) for possible inclusion in AAC publications and/
or posting on the AAC website. We understand travel dates can change, please alert the AAC 
when you return. (Failure to submit expedition report will result in applicant being ineligible 
for future AAC grants.) 

▪ Any photos of the expedition team or individuals submitted with an expedition report may be 
reproduced in any manner the AAC desires for use on the AAC website or marketing 
materials. The AAC will have the right to use photos submitted with an expedition report on 
the AAC website or marketing materials. 

▪ Grant recipients agree to act as American Alpine Club Ambassadors. The role of an 
Ambassador means you mention your AAC support at slide shows and events when speaking 
about the expedition; you may be asked to give a presentation on the expedition at the AAC’s 
annual meeting or other events; and you express a commitment to the AAC’s mission. 
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LYMAN SPITZER CUTTING-EDGE CLIMBING AWARD 

APPLICATION  

Submit application to: 
Grants Manager 
Attn: Lyman Spitzer Award 
Email: grants@americanalpineclub.org 
Phone: 303-384-0110 ext. 15 

In order to process your application as quickly as possible: 

• You must submit your application electronically in MS Word or PDF format. You 
must included a scanned signature inserted into the document where needed. 

• Please submit a photo of your proposed route. (with route drawn in if possible)  

• Submit to the AAC on or before the December 1st deadline. No late applications will be 
accepted. 

Name: ___________________________________________ Date of Birth ________________ 

Address: _________________________City: ________________State:____ Zip: __________ 

Primary Phone: ______________________Email: ___________________________________ 

Dates of Trip _____________________ 
*Please alert Grants manager once travel dates are finalized. 

___ Yes, I am a member of The American Alpine Club (membership is required.) 
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___ Yes, I am a U.S. Citizen (applicant must be a U.S. citizen but team members need not be) 

Climbing objective (please include photo(s) with proposed route(s) drawn in if possible): 

Summarize the significance of your proposed climb by explaining the character of the 
route, its history, the style it will be climbed in, the approach required, and your previous 
experience (if any) on the route or in the area you intend to climb: 

Name of other team members (please attach bios and photos if available): 

Describe team’s experience: 

Budget (please break into broad categories, i.e., airfare, ground transportation, porters, 
food, etc.): 
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Itinerary (a general schedule of what you plan to do and when): 

Please list any additional grants or sponsorships you are applying for and the amount(s) 
received: 

By my signature, I agree that: 
▪ All of the information presented in this application is accurate and true. 

▪ Any awarded funds will be used for the purposes stated and that any changes in plans will be 
reported to the AAC. 

▪ If for any reason the climbing objective is canceled or significantly changed (i.e. a new route 
attempt on Rakaposhi turns into rock climbing in Thailand) awarded funds must be returned 
to the AAC. 

▪ I will be responsible for any taxes that may apply to the award received.  

▪ Neither I, nor any member of my team, have been convicted of any crime or been excluded, 
banned or disciplined from climbing in any area. 

▪ In any presentation, lecture, slide show or articles about my trip, I will mention that I 
received an AAC grant and include an AAC logo in my presentation. 

▪ I will submit an expedition report, with photos, within two months, of my return and I agree 
that this report may be published in any AAC publication as well as the AAC website. 
(Failure to submit expedition report will result in applicant being ineligible for future AAC 
grants.) 

▪ Any photos of the expedition team or individuals submitted with an expedition report may be 
reproduced in any manner the AAC desires for use on the AAC website or marketing 
materials. The AAC will have the right to use photos submitted with an expedition report on 
the AAC website or marketing materials. 

▪ I will be willing, if asked, to give a presentation of the expedition at the AAC annual meeting 
or other event. 
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▪ Grant recipients agree to be an American Alpine Club Ambassador. The role of an 
Ambassador means that you will endorse the AAC at slide shows and events, and will have 
an expressed commitment to the AAC’s mission. 

SIGNATURE: ______________________________________DATE:____________________ 

PRINT NAME: _____________________________________ 

We must have your signature. If you can’t provide an electronic signature, please mail a backup 
signed copy also to the AAC offices at: 710 10th Street, Golden, CO 80401 Attn: Grants Manager. 

Before grant funds can be distributed to recipients, a signed and initialed “Agreement” between 
grant recipient and the AAC must be received along with recipient’s social security number (for tax 
purposes). This form will be sent to winning grant recipients with notification that they have been 
awarded a grant. An electronic signature or mailed in signature on this form will be required.
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