
THE MAN UPSTAIRS – HIS WAY OR NO WAY AT ALL

   This booklet is about Jesus Christ and His claim that He is the only way to God. The majority of 
people reject this and although they may think of Jesus as a good religious leader, most believe there  
are many ways to God, and faith in Jesus is just one of them.
   
   Anyone willing to give an honest examination of His teachings must come to the conclusion that He 
is either who He claimed to be, or He is a liar and the biggest scam artist that ever walked this earth.
You can believe Him or you can reject Him, but do not patronize Him by calling Him just a good 
religious leader.

   I know of so many situations where the majority of people were wrong and badly misled. My nature 
is such that if nine people say one thing and the tenth person disagrees, I will at least want to hear what 
that one person had to say. If you are of  like mind and are not easily led by popular opinion, you might 
be interested in reading the rest of this booklet.

   Before going any further, I must say that, even though I have an unconditional faith in God, I can by 
no means expect an answer for all the questions that arise. For example, you might ask... “if God is a 
loving God why does He allow suffering?”

   There are many instances where a clear explanation is available, but there are just as many times 
when the answer is not there.

   I would be a fool to think that I could look into the mind of an all-knowing God, and with my puny 
little mind, come up with answers to explain the reason why things happen. 

   I think about the concept of time. Did it always exist? How could it, because to my way of thinking, 
everything must have a beginning and an end...but then if it had a beginning...what was before that?
   Then there is space. Does space go on forever? That is impossible; however, if there is some giant 
wall out there where space ends...what is beyond that wall?

   So, my mind goes full circle and comes back to reality. There must be a simple answer, but since I 
exist in the dimension of time and space, I cannot even begin to come up with the answer. God knows, 
because He created time and space, and along with many other mysteries, He is not telling, and I am 
not about to demand an answer. 

   You can read about the claims of Jesus in the New Testament portion of the Bible. You will find that 
each author wrote from their own perspective, yet the writings are all in harmony.

   The Bible was written over a period of 1500 years, spanning 40 generations. Over 40 authors from 
various walks of life wrote individual accounts. The Bible was written on 3 continents, Asia, Africa and 
Europe. It was written in 3 languages, Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek. With all this diversity, there is one 
common theme running through the entire Bible, namely, God's plan of salvation for a sinful human 
race. According to this amazing book, that plan is in a name... Jesus Christ .
 



   Hundreds of years before He came to earth, the prophets predicted His coming. Not only did they 
predict,but they gave detailed prophecies that could not have been hit on by accident. They were very 
specific about His birth, life and death. For example, they said He would be betrayed for exactly 30 
pieces of silver. His hands and feet would be pierced. He would be crucified with criminals and lots 
would be cast for His garment. He would be beaten until He was barely recognizable as a human, and 
He would be buried in a rich man's grave. Every prophecy came true without an error hundreds of years 
after they were made. 
   
   During the hours of His trial and crucifixion His disciples became cowards and deserted Him, but 
when He appeared to them in His resurrected body, showing the nail prints in His hands and His 
wounded side they turned from being cowards, to fearless witnesses who turned the religious world 
upside down with the message of the risen Christ. So convinced were they of what they saw and heard, 
these one-time cowards were willing to die for their faith ...and almost all of them suffered a martyr's 
death.

   After touching the nail scarred hands and the wound in the side of Jesus, one of the disciples, named 
Thomas, boldly stated... “my Lord and my God!”
   
   So, what is so exclusive about the Christian faith and why did Jesus declare that it is His way or no  
way at all?

   The answer is simple. Jesus claimed to be equal with God!  He went so far as to say, “I and the 
Father are one.” He claimed to have co-existed with God before the earth was formed, and to have the 
exclusive right to grant forgiveness of sin and eternal life. He said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  
He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.” In another statement, He declared “I am the 
way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through Me.” Another bold statement... 
“he who has seen Me has seen the Father.”

   It is plain to see that He was not prepared to join forces with with any religious leader or system. He 
never taught that He was one of many ways to God...No! He claimed to be the only way.
   God is a righteous God, and because of His holy character He must punish sin. Before Jesus came, 
the people would bring an animal sacrifice to the priest, God's human representative. The priest would 
sacrifice the animal to make atonement for the sins of the people. It was necessary to do this on a 
regular basis to keep the people in good standing with God. 

   About 2000 years ago, Jesus, the Son of God, came to earth as a human. According to the Bible, He 
was supernaturally conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of a young virgin named Mary. He was 
born in a dark, dingy barn, a baby from a heavenly Father and an earthly mother.

   Little is said about His childhood, but in 3 short years of adult ministry, He shook the known world of 
His day.  His  miracles  were amazing as He healed the sick,  raised the dead,  cast  out  demons,  fed 
thousands with a basket of food, changed water to wine, calmed a storm, and the list goes on and on.  
He knew people's thoughts while they were still thinking them, and even as a little child, He amazed 
the religious leaders of his day with His knowledge. He could control nature itself, or anything else He 
chose to do, yet He lived as a servant to those He knew would someday nail Him to a cross. Though He 
had all the power of the universe at His command, He chose to live as a human. He had no permanent 
home,  no  bank  account...  none  of  the  finer  things  of  life.  In  every  way  He  experienced  all  the 
frustrations, emotions, and temptations that any human had ever experienced, yet through it all He 
remained sinless. He came to earth to die a horrible death, and He knew it.



   As He hung on the cross, almighty God charged Him with with every sin that had been or ever would 
be committed and pronounced Him guilty. 
 
   Jesus Christ, the creator of the universe, the eternal Son of God paid for our sins so that we could 
experience eternal life. Quite literally, He became what we are so we could become what He is.
Those who place their faith in Him no longer face judgment because He already took the judgment and 
paid the price in full.
 
   I titled this little booklet, “The Man Upstairs...His Way or No Way At All”. At first, this title may 
seem a bit crude, but let me explain. 

   Often, during serious discussions about death and the after life,  I would hear the guys refer to God as  
“the Man upstairs”. These guys were not even religious, and I guess that was the best way for them to 
relate to God. 

   What they didn't realize, and what didn't even cross my mind for many years, was that the phrase 
contained some very important truth. Needless to say, “upstairs” is not the best way to describe heaven, 
but that was the best way my buddies could relate to something they could only imagine.

    The rest of the phrase, “The Man” is very accurate because when Jesus rose from the dead,  He 
did not rise in a spirit body, but he rose in the the same human body that he died in. When He 
returned to heaven in a glorified state, He took that sinless human body with Him! Today in 
heaven, Jesus sits at the right hand of God the Father, totally divine...yet totally human. It is this  
humanity  within  Him that  qualifies  Him to  be  the  only  priest  that  we would  ever need  to 
represent us before a Holy God. 

   The Bible tells us that even today, Jesus Christ, the creator of all things, still holds that human part of 
Him that once walked this earth. Long after Jesus returned to His heavenly home, the apostle Paul 
wrote, “there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus. 
Jesus truly is,“The Man Upstairs,” and some day He is coming back in the clouds of glory!

   The Bible says in the book of Hebrews, “for we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize  
with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come 
boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
   
   A true Christian does not need to rely on some smooth talking televangelist telling them that their 
needs will be met if only they would send some money.

   True Christians do not rely on a long list of stringent rules made up by some so-called anointed 
leader, nor do they base their salvation on hopes that their good deeds will someday overshadow the 
bad.
   
   True Christians do not rely on church membership, neither will they try to combine the best of all 
religions or try to live according to the writings of some cult leader who is long gone. True Christians 
place all their trust in Jesus Christ. 

   



   The Bible says, “let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of  
God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made himself of no reputation, taking on the 
form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man; He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death on the cross.

   Therefore God has highly exalted Him and given Him a name which is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the 
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
   
   I have presented my case the best I can, even though I have not done nearly as well as I thought I  
would  do  when I  started  writing  this  booklet.  There  is  yet  a  mountain  of  evidence  that  could  be 
presented, but I am also aware that the Bible clearly states that salvation is based on a simple faith in 
Jesus rather than a lengthy argument with volumes of evidence, proving He was who He claimed to be.  
You have enough to go on now and the decision is yours.
   
   Some of you will acknowledge that Jesus Christ is truly the Son of God, but rather than humble 
yourself and admit that you are a lost sinner, unable to save yourself, your pride will win out and some 
day you will slip into a lost eternity. You can bow now, or you can bow later...whichever you choose. 
What a fearful thing to someday face Jesus Christ as your judge, when you could have faced him as 
yous Savior. What a price to pay for refusing to surrender your will, because of pride.

   Others will decide to take a chance and hope to live a long life and perhaps surrender to Christ just  
before death. I would rather play Russian Roulette than to play that game with an all-knowing God who 
who already knows the moment of my death.

   I also think of those precious “religious” people who have been misled into believing that salvation  
requires more than just Jesus. They believe Jesus died for them, but they also rely on the church, or 
tradition, or a human priest, or prayers to Mary or some “saint” who has long since died.

   I wish they could come to grips with the fact that salvation is Jesus Christ  and nothing else. Without 
realizing it, these people are saying that God's plan of salvation is not enough, and the precious blood 
that Jesus shed on the cross won't quite do the job! So close...and yet so far.

   I know of people, who at one time in their lives, said some long forgotten “sinner's prayer,” and today 
believe they are saved, even though their lifestyle  proves otherwise.

   According to the Bible, faith in Jesus requires total commitment and a change of attitude...not just a 
neatly worded prayer. The Christian life demands that the old ways be set aside.

   If you are prepared to place your faith in Jesus Christ, you can do it right now, wherever you are. In 
your own words, acknowledge that you are a lost sinner, unable to save yourself. You also need to 
acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God and the only way of salvation, and then by faith ask Him to  
forgive you of your sins and become your Lord and Savior.

  You will  need to  get  a  Bible,  and you could  start  by reading the  book of  John,  and be further 
introduced to your Lord and Savior.

   You will need to find a good church where Jesus is the main focus. Be careful, because there are a lot  
of  false teachings, and it is easy for a new Christian to be misled. 



   Don't forget the importance of regular prayer.  As a Christian, you will still have to do battle with the 
temptation to sin, and sometimes you will fail... but you have that Great High Priest to whom you can  
come to for forgiveness. Remember Jesus your Savior is also Jesus your friend... and He can identify 
with all your temptations and frustrations.  
   
   It is well known that in many countries the Christian life is a hard life, full of persecution and even 
death. The Christians living under these conditions understand what Jesus meant when He said, “take 
up your cross and follow Me.” 

   Here in the western world, the Christian faith is often nothing more than a game of believe and 
receive and live for self.  Often, nothing is said about sin, or repentance, or living a God honoring life. 
Many churches have become user friendly playgrounds where entertainment has replaced the preaching 
of  God's  word.  For  so  many,  the  thought  of  being  persecuted  for  the  faith  is  unthinkable,  while 
possessions and entertainment are to be expected...if not demanded.

   I think there may be some very difficult times in store for this affluent western society, and maybe 
especially for the Christians. If you have decided to follow Jesus, be prepared to burn your bridges 
behind you and learn to live one day at a time, totally dependent on Him. With your past forgiven, your 
present secure, and your eternity guaranteed, you cannot lose.

   In closing, I need to repeat what I said at the beginning. Jesus is either who He claimed to be or He is 
a liar and the biggest scam artist that ever walked this earth. You have the freedom to reject Him, or  
you can  accept  Him,  but  do  not  try  to  combine  Him with  any other  religion  or  religious  leader.  
According to His own words, it is His way or no way at all! He claimed to be equal with God, and  
anyone who is in that position has every right to narrow salvation down to His way only. Jesus said that 
the road to eternal life is a very narrow road and few would find it. He asked the Question, “What shall 
it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses his own soul?”

   Right now, it might be said that you are sailing on the ship of  life toward a destination called eternity. 
May I suggest that as you chart your course, you choose Jesus Christ as your captain because if you 
want to reach Heaven, it truly is His Way or No Way At All.
 

 
    
     

   
   
   
   
 

   

  


