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Degrees of pragmaticalization in the speech of Cardiff teenagers
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1382, "rightecus in the eyes of God, upright and impartial," from O.Fr. just, . N Pra.gmatlcallzatluv.l . d compound of *ga-"with, together" + “lkan "body” (cf. OLE. lic "body," Ger. Leiche "corpse]
ffom L. justus "uprigh, equitable.” fom Jus (gen. jus) "rght,” especiall « lexical items on their way to becoming function words mevungg: (‘r‘:&:n‘gﬂ“p‘mﬁ;@:ﬁﬁ\;ﬁiﬂgﬁz‘nﬁ ’; %““E"’I,“m
o et iy Lot ?&T;E:?,‘,‘;‘ﬁ; ﬁm‘,’;;fﬁfg;& ) may follow two different paths, one of them O:Noognae, Ik Fomer wincamp ket on upert. st il use f7c)
from PIE base yle::L ’g n:‘ﬁ::m; ;2:;;‘:;!;:33:*‘“”*" resulting in the creation of grammatical markers, m&f‘;{;m c'?ﬁ":\ﬂ \\E:es (n'.?&‘?&ﬁ,‘;;fﬁ;fﬁi&“?a“ﬁ? o
(0 the body of laws. functioning mainly sentence-internally, the other resulting ieeriiersad in singsin his}sense/(1425) §1he word hes boen (sedl s postponer e

Chas " . ("gping really fast, lie") from 1778; as a presumed emphatic ("gaing, like, really fast") from 1
in discourse-markers mainly serving originally in counterculture slang and bop tak.

as text-structuring devices at different levels of discourse » G Freneple
(Erman & Kotsinas 1993:79)

loser towhat is desired is from 1888.

Frequency Frequency
2nd most frequent PM The corpus : oral spontaneous speech, collected by 121 1st most freq\_Jent Py
34 occurrences for girls, 33 for boys, Sophie Vincent-Bour in a bilingual school in Cardiff in 2003, CERTEITEES ({27 @i, &S (a7 Fes,
out of 8000 words =8.4 /1,000 words among 18 teenagers aged from 13 to 14 years old. E GHET) e = 2? :000bwords)
(cf. LLC = 3.38/ 1,000 words (Aijmer 1985); For the purpose of this study, we have selected a subcorpus (cf. BNC London Spoken = 0'4? /1,000 words
and COLT = 5.7 / 1,000 words (Erman 1996 of 2 conversations, one between two girls, N (Grdersen2000);
the other between two boys, which amount and COLT = 2.65/ 1,000 words (Erman 1996))
et L B Bt Already a GENDER-related use of LIKE ?
‘ery frequent collocation with Verbs (53.7%), ~ Very frequent_ collocation with
often in imperatives (10.45%) Goals (filled and silent) pauses,
and Vx("'eb" precehded by;"“"’?'z(“o-“rf’%)v Compare the use of JUST and LIKE in the conversations P /i';du;"?j':::gzg ;'2;::[’:235( 54"70'5:2’?”(85 Jou
’“i'o'f/,ki /!D;;ua%r ’:agvg//fea(.!)gc”resamo ryrZ:s:r"scy Assess their respective degrees of pragmaticalization and they were like um (~) um (~) like #
Sometimes appears in PM clusters (11.9%) Relate this to teenage speech More than 30% of all occurrences produced after BE,
a bowl of hot chocolate that's just like the size of your head as a period of pragmatic acquisition _J (24% of which in the prefab it's like)
Also found in the prefab it’s just (that) (3%)

It's like if (.) you haven't the braces you're not cool
Introduces quotative sequences (10.98%)
1 was like (.) wow
Appears in clusters with :
onjunctions (but, and, etc) and PMs (cos, you know, e
yeah () but like () what style of trousers though (~)
cos like if you just have like () cream trousers

it's just complete rip off
1 «isolated » occurrence )
mmm () just () I love him Method
Sometimes appears in unfinished clauses (13.4%) . y
1l just like # Study the context and frequency of justand like
oh Il just # Study their prosodic profile

J
Lower syntactic flexibility > lower degree of pragmaticalization High syntactic flexibility > higher degree of pragmaticalization
Mainly appears in argumentative or hypothetical contexts Mainly appears in highly qualifying/descriptive contexts
(advice, imagined/recollected situations, « serious » topics) (anecdotes, imitations, jokes, colours, quantities)
+ speaker-oriented + hearer oriented

Prosody Prosody

Various realzations but often

Aways attrtion
cf. spectrograms,
dzist]

Often level or siightly higher
in FO than previous syllable

L VN k!
gy - H

Often lower in FO and
intensity than previous
yilable

‘Sometimes folowed by
asilent pause (10.4%)
(never followed by a filed pause)
Often lower inintensity than
previous syllable

A |
Ly g - pause

Conclusions
- like is fully pragmaticalized whereas just is in the process of pragmatic diversification
(isolated use and prefabs)
« common semantic core around the notions of adjustment and conformity,
but diverging destinies: just is speaker-oriented whereas like is hearer-oriented
- speaker orientation (just) corresponds to ‘survival of the fittest' (Poulsen 1996)
« hearer orientation (like) to the ion of a ive floor’
(Edelsky 1981) vs. ‘single floor’ (just)
« both contribute to ‘high involvment style' (Nordberg 1986, Tannen 1984)
« adolescence is a period of pragmatic acquisition, where teenagers
experiment their linguistic positioning among their peers
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