
HOW TO PLANT ‘IN THE GREEN’ 
A SNOWDROP GUIDE BY PETER

Seeing a drift of snowdrops on an early springtime 
day shows that the warmer days are finally on the way. 
They are one of the very first and certainly the bravest 
of springtime flowers, peeping their heads out even 
in frosty and snowy weather – hence their name! You 
should grow them in your garden because they will 
extend the spring season – appearing before your 
crocus, the earliest daffodils and well before the earliest 
tulips! They come in various forms including double and 
single flowers, with the number of layered petals and the 
delicate markings on each bloom subtly denoting the 
varietal differences. 

Growing them is really easy, but for best results, 
always plant them ‘In The Green’…

This is a tried and tested method where a very established 
clump is carefully lifted whilst still in full growth, but 
getting towards the end of its flowering display. Dig the 
entire clump out lifting all of the stems, the bulbs at the 
bottom of the stems plus as much root as possible. 

Carefully tease 6 or so bulbs from the clump and plant 
them back immediately in to the same hole, making sure 
they get replanted at the same depth, back-fill with soil 
and water them back in to ensure they establish well.

Of the remaining clump, decide where you would like 
to plant them … a shady spot under the canopy of trees 
is perfect, as is along the base of a wall or pathway where 
they will provide a compact but impactful show each 
year. Carefully divide the bulbs in to groups of 6 or so 
bulbs and plant the clumps at a 12-18” spacing. Take 
out a planting hole that is deep enough so that all of the 
blanched, ‘white’ part of the stem is below ground – this 
will then be the same depth as they were before. Make 
sure that some of the original soil from where they were 
growing is on the roots and falls in to the new planting 
hole - this helps them get re-established because it 
ensures at least some of the mycorrhizal ‘friendly fungi’ 
gets transferred. Back fill the hole with more soil and 
compact gently to remove any air pockets – water the 
clumps in to settle them in to their new home! In heavy, 
clay soils it is sometimes useful to add some grit in to the 
planting hole – this will improve drainage and the plants 
will establish even better.

In future years the your clumps of bulbs will multiply 
producing more and more flowers each season – 
eventually, you could even create your very own 
snowdrop walk!

Find a nice shady spot for your ‘in the green’ bulbs

Dig your holes around 12-18” apart

Replant your bulbs and water immediatly 


