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CATHOLICISM

LESSON 5



THE VATICAN



u1. Sacred Traditions
u2. Sacred Scripture
u3. The teaching authority 

of the Church



uRCC has added to 
the authority of 
Scriptures in several 
ways.

u1. The Apocrypha 
Books 



APOCRYPHA  BOOKS

u 1 Esdras
u 2 Esdras
u Tobit
u Judith
u Additions to Esther
u Wisdom of Solomon
u Ecclesiasticus
u Baruch

u Prayer of Azariah
u Susanna
u Bel and the Dragon
u Prayer of Manasseh
u 1 Maccabees
u 2 Maccabees
u Letter of Jeremiah
u

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Esdras-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/2-Esdras-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Tobit-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Judith-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Additions-to-Esther-Chapter-10/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Wisdom-of-Solomon-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Ecclesiasticus-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Baruch-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Prayer-of-Azariah-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Susanna-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Bel-and-the-Dragon-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Prayer-of-Manasseh-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Maccabees-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/2-Maccabees-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Letter-of-Jeremiah-Chapter-1/


CATHOLICISM AND THE BIBLE
uThe Council of Trent declared that if 

anyone receives not as sacred and 
canonical the said books 
(Apocrypha) with all their parts 
which have used to be read in the 
Catholic Church let him be 
Anathema (accursed), Doomed to 
Hell fire



uOne of the most troubling 
teachings from the 
Apocrypha is the non 
biblical teaching on 
Purgatory, found in II 
Maccabee’s (12 :44-45)   



CATHOLICISM AND THE BIBLE

uFor if we were not expecting that those 
who had fallen would rise again, it would 
have been superfluous and foolish to pray 
for the dead. But if he were looking to the 
splendid reward that is laid up for those 
who fall asleep in godliness. It was a holy 
and pious thought. As for certain lesser 
faults we must believe that before the 
final judgement. Maccabee’s 12:44 



CATHOLICISM AND THE BIBLE

uThere is a purifying fire. He who is truth 
usays that whoever utters blasphemy 

against the Holy Spirit will be 
pardoned neither in this age nor in 
the age to come. From this sentence 
we understand that certain offenses 
can be forgiven in this age, but 
certain others in the age to come.  
Maccabee’s 12:45   



CATHOLICISM AND THE BIBLE

u Heb 9:27

u27 And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the 
judgment:



CATHOLICISM AND THE BIBLE

u Acts 2:42

u42 And they continued stedfastly in 
the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers.



CATHOLICISM AND THE BIBLE

u Acts 2:42

u42 And they steadfastly persevered, 
devoting themselves constantly to the 
instruction and fellowship of the 
apostles, to the breaking of bread 
[including the Lord's Supper] and 
prayers. 

uAMP



CATHOLICISM AND THE BIBLE  

u Rom 16:17

u17 Now I beseech you, brethren, 
mark them which cause divisions and 
offences contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and avoid 
them.



u#1032  “From the beginning the Church has honored the 
memory of the dead and offered suffrage for them, above 
all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that thus purified, they may 
attain the beatific vision of God. The Church also 
commends almsgiving. Indulgences and works of penance 
undertaken on behalf of the dead”.     



uThe Scriptures that the 
Romans Catholic 
Church  uses as a 
foundation for  their 
teaching on Purgatory, 
is from the Apocrypha 
and not the regular 
Canon of Scripture



u1. Sacred Traditions
u2. Sacred Scripture
u3. The teaching authority 

of the Church



uVatican 2 affirmed that 
Scripture and  Tradition 
together “form one  
sacred deposit of the 
Word of God”. When 
tradition contradicts the 
Word of God the RCC 
holds Tradition at an 
higher level.     



CATHOLICISM AND THE BIBLE

uWhen Traditions are elevated to the 
level of infallibility three major 
problems arise. 

u1. The sheer volume of information 
becomes impossible for the average 
person to handle.  



CATHOLICISM AND THE BIBLE

u2. Contradictions among the many 
Traditions  and the  interpretation of 
Traditions are too many to mention.  

u



CATHOLICISM AND THE BIBLE

u3. These Traditions can be modified or 
even abandoned under the 
guidance of the Church’s 
magisterium. (#83 of the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church 1994.  



CATHOLICISM AND THE BIBLE

uThis means that truth is not constant. 
Truth changes when the leadership of 
the RCC decides it needs to change. 

uJohn 14:6
uJesus saith unto him, I am the way, 

the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.

u



CATHOLICISM AND THE BIBLE

uThe Doctrine of Papal infallibility arose 
at the First Vatican Council of 1870. 

uThe RCC teaches that when the Pope 
speaks “ex cathedral” from the chair 
of authority. He speaks without error.    



uRCC teaches that the 
Pope is a direct 
ecclesiastical descendent 
of Peter. The Pope inherits 
the same authority as the 
original Apostles.     



WHO IS THE ROCK?

uMatt 16:18

u18 And I say also unto thee, That 
thou art Peter(Petros), and upon 
this rock (Petras) will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.



WHAT ARE THE KEYS?

uMatt 16:19
u19 And I will give unto thee the keys 

of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven.


