
Major on the Majors 

  Phil 3:4 

 Though I might also have confidence 
in the flesh. If any other man 
thinketh that he hath whereof he 
might trust in the flesh, I more: 

 Paul now is addressing the Judaizers’ claim that in order to be saved one 
had to keep the ceremonies and rituals of the Mosaic Law. Paul uses his 
own lofty attainments in Judaism, which superseded  what most of the 
Jews could attain, to prove that any and all attempts of humans to try and 
satisfy the Holy standards of God were a complete waste.      

 



Major on the Majors 

 Phil 3:5 

 5. Circumcised the eighth day, of the 
stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; 
as touching the law, a Pharisee;  

 6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the 
church; touching the righteousness 
which is in the law, blameless. 

 



Major on the Majors 
 Paul starts off by proving that he 

was a full blooded Jew.  

 Tribe of Benjamin – Benjamin was 
the second of Rachel’s sons (Gen. 
35:18);one of the elite tribes of 
Israel who remained loyal to the 
Davidic dynasty and formed the 
southern kingdom (1Kin.12:21)   



Major on the Majors 

 Hebrew of Hebrews – Paul born of 
Hebrew parents and maintained the 
Hebrew tradition and language even 
while living in pagan lands. (cf. Acts 

21:40;26:4,5). 

 A Pharisee- Practicing the legalistic 
fundamentals of Judaism; tried to 
live the Mosaic law requirements 
through traditions and religious 
works.  

 



Major on the Majors 

 Zeal in persecuting the church- To the 
Jew, zeal was the highest single virtue of 
religion. It combined love and hate. 
Because Paul loved Judaism, he hated 
anything that opposed it. Jesus and his 
followers were seen as enemies of 
Judaism. 

 The righteousness of the Law – In his 
actions Paul was able to keep the external 
requirements of the Mosaic  law, internally 
he was a legalist filled with pride and 
deceit. He was lost and an enemy of God.             
 
 



The Value of Self Righteousness 

 Phil 3:7 

 7 But whatever former things I had 
that might have been gains to me, I 
have come to consider as [one 
combined] loss for Christ's sake.  

 

 AMP 



The Value of Self Righteousness 
  Phil 3:8 

 8 Yes, furthermore, I count everything as loss 
compared to the possession of the priceless 
privilege (the overwhelming preciousness, the 
surpassing worth, and supreme advantage) of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord and of 
progressively becoming more deeply and 
intimately acquainted with Him [of perceiving 
and recognizing and understanding Him more 
fully and clearly]. For His sake I have lost 
everything and consider it all to be mere 
rubbish (refuse, dregs), in order that I may 
win (gain) Christ (the Anointed One),  

 



The Value of Self Righteousness 

  Phil 3:9 

 9 And that I may [actually] be found and 
known as in Him, not having any [self-
achieved] righteousness that can be called 
my own, based on my obedience to the Law's 
demands (ritualistic uprightness and 
supposed right standing with God thus 
acquired), but possessing that [genuine 
righteousness] which comes through faith in 
Christ (the Anointed One), the [truly] right 
standing with God, which comes from God by 
[saving] faith.  

 



The Ultimate  Goal 

 Phil 3:10 
 10 [For my determined purpose is] that I 

may know Him [that I may progressively 
become more deeply and intimately 
acquainted with Him, perceiving and 
recognizing and understanding the wonders 
of His Person more strongly and more 
clearly], and that I may in that same way 
come to know the power outflowing from His 
resurrection [which it exerts over believers], 
and that I may so share His sufferings as to 
be continually transformed [in spirit into His 
likeness even] to His death, [in the hope] 
(John 17:3) 
 



The Ultimate  Goal 

 Phil. 3:12-14 

 Paul uses the analogy of a runner.  
As the runner is in continual pursuit 
of the prize, (for winning the race) 
the Christian is also in pursuit of 
Christ likeness. We will not fully 
obtain the goal of Christ likeness 
until we are in the presence of the 
savior. 


