
Major on the Majors 

  Phil 3:1 

 3 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the 
Lord. To write the same things to 
you, to me indeed is not grievous, 
but for you it is safe. 

 Why rejoice in the Lord? Because the life of a believer is 
never based upon the circumstances, but always should be 
based upon what Jesus as accomplished for them through 
his death, burial and resurrection, and their daily 
communion with him. In this world, circumstances are not 
consistent. There are days that are good, better and best; 
and sometimes, just not so good.         
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 Phil 3:2 

 2 Watch out for those dogs, those 
men who do evil, those mutilators of 
the flesh.  

 During the first century dogs would roam the streets in 
large packs as scavengers. The Jews would normally refer 
to Gentiles as dogs. Paul is now referring to the Judaizers 
as dogs. The Judaizers promoted themselves as holy and 
righteous people, however because they attributed their 
righteousness to their ability (flesh) to keep God’s 
commands (Law of Moses) and tried to discount and 
diminish the redemptive work of Christ (his death, burial 
and resurrection); the Holy Spirit though Paul saw this as 
the greatest type of wickedness.        
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 Phil 3:3 

 For we are the circumcision, which 
worship God in the spirit, and rejoice 
in Christ Jesus, and have no 
confidence in the flesh. 

 Circumcision – The cutting of the foreskin for every Jewish male child and 
servant who was part of the household; it was the sign of the covenant 
between God, Abraham and his descendants.  (Gen. 17;10-14)  

 True Circumcision was the believer who’s spirit was changed by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 Flesh – Human thinking, ambition, drive, motivation, talents, abilities, 
attempts at being good enough for God; the desires of self.       
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  Phil 3:4 

 Though I might also have confidence 
in the flesh. If any other man 
thinketh that he hath whereof he 
might trust in the flesh, I more: 

 Paul now is addressing the Judaizers’ claim that in order to be saved one 
had to keep the ceremonies and rituals of the Mosaic Law. Paul uses his 
own lofty attainments in Judaism, which superseded  what most of the 
Jews could attain, to prove that any and all attempts of humans to try and 
satisfy the Holy standards of God were a complete waste.      
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 Phil 3:5 

 5. Circumcised the eighth day, of the 
stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; 
as touching the law, a Pharisee;  

 6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the 
church; touching the righteousness 
which is in the law, blameless. 
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 Paul starts off by proving that he 

was a full blooded Jew.  

 Tribe of Benjamin – Benjamin was 
the second of Rachel’s sons (Gen. 
35:18);one of the elite tribes of 
Israel who remained loyal to the 
Davidic dynasty and formed the 
southern kingdom (1Kin.12:21)   
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 Hebrew of Hebrews – Paul born of 
Hebrew parents and maintained the 
Hebrew tradition and language even 
while living in pagan lands. (cf. Acts 

21:40;26:4,5). 

 A Pharisee- Practicing the legalistic 
fundamentals of Judaism; tried to 
live the Mosaic law requirements 
through traditions and religious 
works.  
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 Zeal in persecuting the church- To the 
Jew, zeal was the highest single virtue of 
religion. It combined love and hate. 
Because Paul loved Judaism, he hated 
anything that opposed it. Jesus and his 
followers were seen as enemies of 
Judaism. 

 The righteousness of the Law – In his 
actions Paul was able to keep the external 
requirements of the Mosaic  law, internally 
he was a legalist filled with pride and 
deceit. He was lost and an enemy of God.             
 
 


