
Philippians Overview  

n  Written around AD 60-62  from 
Roman imprisonment by the 
Apostle Paul.  

n  This church was founded by Paul 
during his second missionary 
journey.  

n  It was the first church founded 
on the European continent. 



Philippians Overview 
n  Reasons for the Letter 

n  1. To thank the Philippians for 
their gift. 

n  2. Provide an explanation about 
Epaphroditus. 

n  3. To inform the church about his 
circumstances. 

n  4. To warn them about false 
teachers.  



Philippians Overview  
n  How was this church Founded? 

n  Acts 16:6-40 –During the second 
missionary journey; it was also a 
time of great persecution.  

n  Note: Philippi is named after 
Philip of Macedon (father of 
Alexander the Great) who 
conquered it in fourth century 
B.C.  



Christianity throughout the 
Roman World 



Philippians Overview 
n  Major Point 

n  Acts 16:6-8 
n  6 Paul and his companions traveled 

throughout the region of Phrygia and 
Galatia, having been kept by the 
Holy Spirit from preaching the word 
in the province of Asia. 7 When they 
came to the border of Mysia, they 
tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit 
of Jesus would not allow them to.  



Philippians Overview 
n  Acts 16:8-10 
n  8 So they passed by Mysia and went 

down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul 
had a vision of a man of Macedonia 
standing and begging him, "Come over 
to Macedonia and help us." 10 After Paul 
had seen the vision, we got ready at 
once to leave for Macedonia, concluding 
that God had called us to preach the 
gospel to them.  



The First Members 
n   Acts 16:25-26 
n  25 About midnight Paul and Silas 

were praying and singing hymns to 
God, and the other prisoners were 
listening to them. 26 Suddenly there 
was such a violent earthquake that 
the foundations of the prison were 
shaken. At once all the prison doors 
flew open, and everybody's chains 
came loose.  



The First Members 

n   Acts 16:27-28 
n  27 The jailer woke up, and when he 

saw the prison doors open, he drew 
his sword and was about to kill 
himself because he thought the 
prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul 
shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We 
are all here!"  



The First Members 

n   Acts 16:31-33 
n  31 They replied, "Believe in the Lord 

Jesus, and you will be saved — you 
and your household." 32 Then they 
spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to all the others in his house. 3 



The First Members 

n  The Jailer and his family-Acts 
16:34 

n  Lydia and her family-Acts 16:15 
n  The start of the Church of 

Phillippi. 


