
Men of  Gold 
n  VS. 19- Note Paul’s great concern for 

the Philippians; he wants accurate 
verification as to how they are 
actually doing (the state of the 
church). Are they strong and 
committed to Jesus? Have they been 
impacted by false teaching? Are they 
walking in love toward one another? 
Are they active in fulfilling the great 
commission?  Note: Observe the heart 
of a true Pastor.  



Men of  Gold 

n   Phil 2:20-21 
n  I have no one else like him, who 

takes a genuine interest in your 
welfare. 21 For everyone looks out 
for his own interests, not those of 
Jesus Christ.  



Men of  Gold 
n  Note the outstanding appraisal that 

Paul gives to Timothy. Timothy is a 
rare man in regards to his pastoral 
heart; he shares the same passion, 
love and concern for the Philippians as 
Paul does.  Timothy exemplifies the 
God kind of love, which is concerned 
about others, rather themselves. On 
the contrary, many in ministry were 
concerned about themselves first, 
rather then the church.      



Men of  Gold 
n  Phil 2:22 
n  22 But ye know the proof of him, 

that, as a son with the father, he 
hath served with me in the gospel. 

n   Proof -dokime (dok-ee-may'); om; 
test, trustiness 

n  Trust can only be tested by extended 
periods of observation through time 
and experience. Trust is not given; 
it’s earned.    
 



Men of  Gold 

n   Phil 2:25-26 
n  25 But I think it is necessary to send 

back to you Epaphroditus, my 
brother, fellow worker and fellow 
soldier, who is also your messenger, 
whom you sent to take care of my 
needs.  



Men of  Gold 

n  Epaphroditus – Means loving one-
He was a native of Philippi and a sent 
one (Apostle) from the church at 
Philippi. He was highly esteemed in 
the church, because they choose him 
to represent them in helping Paul.   
This tells us that this man highly  
trusted.  



Men of  Gold 

n  Phil 2:26 
n  26 For he longs for all of you and is 

distressed because you heard he was 
ill.  

n  Note the character of Epaphroditus; 
he is more concerned about the 
church then he is about himself.  



Men of  Gold 
n   Phil 2:28-30 
n  28 Therefore I am all the more eager to 

send him, so that when you see him again 
you may be glad and I may have less 
anxiety. 29 Welcome him in the Lord with 
great joy, and honor men like him, 30 
because he almost died for the work of 
Christ, risking his life to make up for the 
help you could not give me. Note the distinction between 
how one is appraised or evaluated in the Kingdom of God and how one is appraised in 
the world. In the Kingdom one is appraised based upon the character of Christ that 
is exemplified through their lives. In the world one is appraised based upon the five 
P’s – Personal Appearance; Performance, Position, Power, Possessions – 
Note, each of these are temporal; but the character of Christ last for ever.        



Major on the Majors 
n   Phil 3:1 
n  3 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the 

Lord. To write the same things to 
you, to me indeed is not grievous, 
but for you it is safe. 

n  Why rejoice in the Lord? Because the life of a believer is 
never based upon the circumstances, but always should be 
based upon what Jesus as accomplished for them through 
his death, burial and resurrection, and their daily 
communion with him. In this world circumstances are not 
consistent. There are days that are good, better and best; 
and sometimes, just not so good.         



Major on the Majors 
n  Phil 3:2 
n  2 Watch out for those dogs, those 

men who do evil, those mutilators of 
the flesh.  

n  During the first century dogs would roam the streets in 
large packs as scavengers. The Jews would normally refer 
to Gentiles as dogs. Paul is now referring to the Judaizers 
as dogs. The Judaizers promoted themselves as holy and 
righteous people, however because they attributed their 
righteousness to their ability (flesh) to keep God’s 
commands (Law of Moses) and tried to discount and 
diminish the redemptive work of Christ (his death, burial 
and resurrection); the Holy Spirit though Paul saw this as 
the greatest type of wickedness.        


