


The Major Conflict 

• Gal 4:21 

• 21 Tell me, you who want to be 
under the law, are you not aware of 
what the law says?  

• This refers to the law of Moses or any other type of 
Law (man’s works). 

• From verse 21-31 Paul is going to give a dramatic 
illustration of the differences and the conflict 
between salvation by works; and salvation through 
grace, which is the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.   



The Major Conflict 

• Gal 4:22 

• 22 For it is written that Abraham had 
two sons (Ishmael and Isaac), one 
by the slave woman (Hagar) and the 
other by the free woman (Sarah). 

• (Gen. 16:15;21:2-3)  

• Hagar Represents Law (the law of Moses) 

• Sarah Represents Grace 



The Major Conflict 
• Gal 4:23-24 

• 23 But one, the son by the slave woman, 
was born by natural descent, while the 
other, the son by the free woman, was born 
through the promise. 

• 24 These things may be treated as an 
allegory, for these women represent two 
covenants. One is from Mount Sinai bearing 
children for slavery; this is Hagar.  

• Allegory – Spiritual facts, presented in physical terms.  



The Major Conflict 

• Gal 4:25-26 

• 25 Now Hagar represents Mount Sinai in 
Arabia and corresponds to the present 
Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her 
children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is 
free, and she is our mother. 

• In Paul’s day the city was in bondage to the Law of Moses, 
because Israel had rejected Christ. 

• The Jerusalem that is above speaks of all those who are 
made right with God through the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ only.   

 



The Major Conflict 

• Gal 4:27 

• 27 For it is written: 

• "Be glad, O barren woman, 

• who bears no children; 

• break forth and cry aloud, 

• you who have no labor pains; 

• because more are the children of the 
desolate woman 

• than of her who has a husband."   

 



The Major Conflict 

• The barren woman speaks of the 
church who was grafted in by grace 
alone, and not by attempting to keep 
the law; which no one could and be 
acceptable to God. Grace speaks of 
obtaining the favor of God without 
any human effort.       



The Major Conflict 

• “…because more are the children of the 
desolate woman than of her who has a 
husband."   

• This pertains to Sarah who in the culture 
of that day if a woman could not have 
children, she was looked at as through she 
had no husband. This also pertains to the 
church who were mostly gentiles without 
God; i.e., an husband; and yet the church 
has many more children then Israel.    

 

 



The Major Conflict 

• Gal 4:28-29 

• 28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are 
children of promise. (Gal. 3:16-18) 

• 29 At that time the son born in the 
ordinary way persecuted the son born by 
the power of the Spirit. It is the same 
now.  

• Ishmael persecuted Issac; the world 
persecutes the church; the flesh wars 
against the spirit.    



The Major Conflict 

• Gal 4:30 

• 30 But what does the Scripture say? "Get 
rid of the slave woman and her son, for 
the slave woman's son will never share in 
the inheritance with the free woman's 
son.“ 

• Slave woman- Hagar, represents the old 
covenant (flesh); 

• Free woman –Sarah, represents the new 
covenant (spirit) 



The Major Conflict 

• Gal 4:31 

• 31 Therefore, brothers, we are not 
children of the slave woman, but of 
the free woman.  

• We are not under law but grace. 

 



The Just shall live by Faith 

• Hab 2:4 

• 4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up 
is not upright in him: but the just 
shall live by his faith. 

• Rom 1:17 

• 17 For therein is the righteousness 
of God revealed from faith to faith: 
as it is written, The just shall live 
by faith. 



The Just shall live by Faith 

• Gal 3:11 

• 11 But that no man is justified by 
the law in the sight of God, it is 
evident: for, The just shall live by 
faith. 

• Heb 10:38 

• 38 Now the just shall live by 
faith: but if any man draw back, my 
soul shall have no pleasure in him. 




