
Was Jesus Really God? 

n  Gnosticism is derived from the Greek 
word ‘gnosis’ meaning 
“knowledge”. 

n  The Gnostics separated matter from 
thought.  

n  They concluded that anything made 
from the material world was evil and 
having knowledge about the spirit 
world was the only good.  



Gnosticism  

n  This group taught that Christ had a 
real body but denied the fact that it 
was physical or material. They 
believed that since flesh was 
inherently evil. Christ’s body could 
not have been a fleshly one.   

n  Kevin J. Conner, The Foundations of Christian Doctrine   



Relationship Restored 
n   Col 1:21-22 
n  21 Once you were alienated from God and 

were enemies in your minds because of  your 
evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled 
you by Christ's physical body through death 
to present you holy in his sight, without 
blemish and free from accusation—  

n  “Reconciled -to change from one 
condition to another," so as to remove 
all enmity and leave no impediment to 
unity and peace. 



n  Col 1:23 
n  23 if you continue in your faith, 

established and firm, not moved from the 
hope held out in the gospel. This is the 
gospel that you heard and that has been 
proclaimed to every creature under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, have 
become a servant.  

n  If, is a conditional term and means that 
the object of my faith must always be the 
gospel. What is the gospel?  

Relationship Restored 



Paul’s Suffering 

n  Col. 1:24 
n  Christ has already suffered for you 

and Satan wants to attack the 
Church. I ‘m willing to offer my body 
and let Satan attack me now on 
behave of the Church. Paul was in 
prison when this letter was written.     



Paul’s Calling 

n   Col 1:25 
n   In it I became a minister in 

accordance with the divine 
stewardship which was entrusted to 
me for you [as its object and for your 
benefit], to make the Word of God 
fully known [among you] —   

n  Paul could not have made himself a minister 
or received his calling from man. (Gal 1:16) 



What is the Mystery? 

n   Col 1:26 
n  The mystery of which was hidden for 

ages and generations [from angels 
and men], but is now revealed to His 
holy people (the saints),  

n  God hid the plan of redemption until the revealing of 
Jesus and the revelation given to Paul. 



What is the Mystery? 
n  Col 1:27-2:1 
n  27 To whom God was pleased to make 

known how great for the Gentiles are the 
riches of the glory of this mystery, which is 
Christ within and among you, the Hope of 
[realizing the] glory.  

n  28 Him we preach and proclaim, warning 
and admonishing everyone and instructing 
everyone in all wisdom (comprehensive 
insight into the ways and purposes of God), 
that we may present every person mature 
(full-grown, fully initiated, complete, and 
perfect) in Christ (the Anointed One).  



What is the Mystery? 

n  29 For this I labor [zunto 
weariness], striving with all the 
superhuman energy which He so 
mightily enkindles and works within 
me.  


