
What is the Mystery? 
n  Col 1:27-2:1 
n  27 To whom God was pleased to make 

known how great for the Gentiles are the 
riches of the glory of this mystery, which is 
Christ within and among you, the Hope of 
[realizing the] glory.  

n  28 Him we preach and proclaim, warning 
and admonishing everyone and instructing 
everyone in all wisdom (comprehensive 
insight into the ways and purposes of God), 
that we may present every person mature 
(full-grown, fully initiated, complete, and 
perfect) in Christ (the Anointed One).  



What is the Mystery? 

n  29 For this I labor [unto weariness], 
striving with all the superhuman 
energy which He so mightily 
enkindles and works within me.  



Knowing Christ Alone 

n  Chp. 2:1- Paul has this inner struggle 
going on inside his spirit for both the 
church at Colosse and also for the 
church at Laodicea. The concern had 
to do with this threat of Gnosticism.    



Knowing Christ Alone 
n  Col 2:2 
n  2 [For my concern is] that their hearts may 

be braced (comforted, cheered, and 
encouraged) as they are knit together in 
love, that they may come to have all the 
abounding wealth and blessings of assured 
conviction of understanding, and that 
they may become progressively more 
intimately acquainted with and may 
know more definitely and accurately 
and thoroughly that mystic secret of 
God, [which is] Christ (the Anointed 
One).  



Knowing Christ Alone 

n  The Holy Spirit expresses through 
Paul the heart of God for the Church, 
which is that the church might know  
Jesus the anointed one. Why is this 
so important? One reason is that it is 
through knowing Christ that we know 
ourselves. (ref. Genesis 1:27-28)   



Knowing Christ Alone 

n  What do find in Christ? 
n  Col 2:3 
n  3 In Him all the treasures of [divine] 

wisdom (comprehensive insight into 
the ways and purposes of God) and 
[all the riches of spiritual] knowledge 
and enlightenment are stored up and 
lie hidden.  



Knowing Christ Alone 

n  Chg. 2:4-5 
n  The reason I’m saying this to you is 

so that no one will deceive or delude 
you with good sounding words. Trick 
you into believing a lie.  

n  Their good order and steadfast faith 
brought joy to Paul’s heart. 



Knowing Christ Alone 

n   Col 2:6 
n  6 As you have therefore received 

Christ, [even] Jesus the Lord, [so] 
walk (regulate your lives and 
conduct yourselves) in union with 
and conformity to Him.  

n  1. Receive Him 
n  2. Walk in Him 



Knowing Christ Alone 

n  Ignorance to what Jesus has 
provided. 

n  Unbelief regarding what Jesus has 
provided. 

n   A combination of both will cause the 
believer not to walk in Him. 



Knowing Christ Alone 
n  Col 2:7 
n   Have the roots [of your being] firmly 

and deeply planted [in Him, fixed 
and founded in Him], being 
continually built up in Him, becoming 
increasingly more confirmed and 
established in the faith, just as you 
were taught, and abounding and 
overflowing in it with thanksgiving.  



Knowing Christ Alone 
n  Col 2:8 
n  8 See to it that no one carries you off as 

spoil or makes you yourselves captive 
by his so-called philosophy and 
intellectualism and vain deceit (idle 
fancies and plain nonsense), following 
human tradition (men's ideas of the 
material rather than the spiritual world), 
just crude notions following the 
rudimentary and elemental teachings of 
the universe and disregarding [the 
teachings of] Christ (the Messiah).  


