
The Blessed Hope 

1 Thess 4:16 

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from 

heaven with a shout, with the voice of 

the archangel, and with the trump of 

God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 

first: 
Note: This is the resurrection where the spirits/souls of 

the saints who have died are united with there new 

bodies.  Why do we need new bodies? Rev. 5:10  



The Catching Away 

1 Thess 4:17-18 

17 Then we which are alive and remain 

shall be caught up together with them in 

the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and 

so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

18 Wherefore comfort one another with 

these words. 
Caught – Harpazo –Catch away, catch up, pluck,pull 

take by force. 

Comfort- Parakaleo – console, to call near, exhort 

 



The Catching Away 

1 Thess 5:1 

5 But of the times and the seasons, 

brethren, ye have no need that I write unto 

you. 
The word ‘but’ is significant here because it indicates a 

change in the discussion. Paul moves from speaking 

about the believer’s reward, regarding the rapture; to  the 

unbeliever’s judgment, regarding the Day of the Lord. 

When exactly are these things going to occur?  

 



The Day of the Lord 

1 Thess 5:2 

2 For yourselves know perfectly that the 

day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 

night. (2 Peter 3:10) 
What is the Day of the Lord? In the New Testament, the 

Day of the Lord has a duel meaning. At the end of the 

seven years of tribulation; a time of judgment, when God 

will deal specifically with Israel and the world. Secondly, 

a thousands years later when God purify the earth with 

fire, to purge it from all evil contamination.     



The Day of the Lord 

1 Thess 5:3 

3 For when they shall say, Peace and 

safety; then sudden destruction cometh 

upon them, as travail upon a woman with 

child; and they shall not escape. 
Example: Jeremiah the prophet; his primary message 

was judgment upon Judah for their shameful and 

persistent sins. (Jer. 6:14, 8:11, 14:13). During the 

tribulation period the world will proclaim peace and 

safety; not realizing that destruction will be upon them.  

 

 



The Day of the Lord 

1 Thess 5:4-5 

4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, 

that that day should overtake you as a 

thief. 

5 Ye are all the children of light, and the 

children of the day: we are not of the night, 

nor of darkness. 
Darkness here speaks of spiritual blindness, where a 

person is living solely by their physical senses; 

disconnected from God.     

 



The Day of the Lord 

1 Thess 5:6-7 

6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; 

but let us watch and be sober. 

7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; 

and they that be drunken are drunken in 

the night. 
The night represents those who are under the power of 

Satan and bound by the nature of sin. This does not 

include believers. To be drunken is a metaphor for those 

who are intoxicated by the activities of the culture.  

 


