
Reasons for the Writing 

1.  Encouraging the Church (1:2-10) 
2.  Answering false allegations (2:1-12) 
3.  Comforting the flock (2:13-16) 
4.  Expressing joy in their faith (2:17-3:13) 
5.  Instructions regarding moral purity 

(4:1-8) 
6.  Condemning laziness ((4:9-12) 



Regarding Moral Purity 

! 1 Thess 4:3-4 
! 3 For this is the will of God, even your 

sanctification, that ye should abstain from 
fornication: 

! 4 That every one of you should know how 
to possess his vessel in sanctification and 
honour; 

! Fornication – Porneia – adultery, premarital sex, homosexuality, incest, bestiality,  same sex 
marriage, wife swapping 



Regarding Moral Purity 

! 1 Thess 4:4-5 
! 4 that each of you should learn to control 

his own body in a way that is holy and 
honorable, 5 not in passionate lust like 
the heathen, who do not know God. 

! Control his own body? 
! Passionate Lust- Longing for that which is forbidden. 

Ref. Gen. 3:6   



Regarding Moral Purity 

! 1 Thess 4:6-8 
! 6 and that in this matter no one should 

wrong his brother or take advantage of 
him. The Lord will punish men for all 
such sins, as we have already told you 
and warned you. 7 For God did not call 
us to be impure, but to live a holy life 



Regarding Moral Purity 
! Vs-6 The context going back to verse 1, is 

immoral  sexual behavior. God strictly prohibits 
all/any sexual abuse of any person, and 
promises punishment for any person who 
wrongs a person in this way.  Remember, God 
see’s things done in secret, even when others 
don’t. 

!  8 Therefore, he who rejects this 
instruction does not reject man but God, 
who gives you his Holy Spirit.  



What is Brotherly Love? 

! 1 Thess 4:9 
! 9 But as touching brotherly love ye need 

not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves 
are taught of God to love one another. 

! Love – Agapao – God’s love for us; it is not based on 
our performance or value to him.  Seeks the welfare of all, 
and seeks no harm to any.   

! Love - Philadelphia – (Phileo–to love) (Adelphos – 
(fond of one’s brethern) It’s where we get the word 
‘Philadephia’, which means brotherly love. To have 
tender affection or kindness.  



What is Brotherly Love? 

! 1 Thess 4:10 
! 10 And indeed ye do it toward all the 

brethren which are in all Macedonia: but 
we beseech you, brethren, that ye 
increase more and more; 

! Macedonia was a region which included 
Philippi, the chief city, Berea, and 
Thessalonica.   



Why Work? 

! 1 Thess 4:11 
! 11 And that ye study to be quiet, and to 

do your own business, and to work with 
your own hands, as we commanded you; 

! Study – To be fond of honor; to have ambition to excel, 
in order to accomplish something.  

! Quiet- Don’t be a person who causes social problems 
and conflict. Work to get along with people. 

! Business – Idios – Pertaining to self; tend to your private 
life and affairs. 



Work Brings Honor 

! 1 Thess 4:12 
! 12 So that you may bear yourselves 

becomingly and be correct and honorable 
and command the respect of the outside 
world, being dependent on nobody [self-
supporting] and having need of nothing.  

! AMP 


