CONCERNING SPIRITUAL GIFTS
• 1 Cor 12:12-14

• 12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members
of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body — whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free — and have all been made to drink into
one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many.
• Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe, or give us a mental picture of
the body of Christ. Note that it is the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit that immerses
us into the body of Christ. No one can join the body of Christ. (Rom. 6:1-4, Gal. 3:27,
Col.2:12

UNITY AND DIVERSITY
• 1 Cor 12:15-18

• 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,"
is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am
not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the
whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were
hearing, where would be the smelling?
• Implication is that some Corinthians were dissatisfied because they did not have
gifts that others possessed. They had come from a secular culture that highly
esteemed knowledge, and those that could express their knowledge eloquently
with superior vocal abilities. So the vocal gifts in the Church of Corinth were
probably the envy of everyone. Note the horrible depiction of the body being just
one gift.

UNITY AND DIVERSITY
• 1 Cor 12:18-21

• 18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body
just as He pleased. 19 And if they were all one member, where would
the body be?
• 20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21 And
the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; nor again the
head to the feet, "I have no need of you.
• **Note that God, and God alone is the one who sets the members in
the body. (Eph. 2:10)**

UNITY AND DIVERSITY
• 1 Cor 12:22-26

• 22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker
are necessary. 23 And those members of the body which we think to be
less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable
parts have greater modesty, 24 but our presentable parts have no need.
But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part
which lacks it, 25 that there should be no schism in the body, but that
the members should have the same care for one another.
• Schism – Split or gap, rent

UNITY AND DIVERSITY
• 1 Cor 12:26-28

• 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one
member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

• 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.

UNITY AND DIVERSITY
• 1 Cor 12:28-31

• 28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings,
helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are
all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 30 Do all
have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?
31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more
excellent way.

