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1.
Ask children to decorate your church with
handmade flags and banners representing various
countries and cultures. Invite members to wear
clothing that represents their heritage.

Collect greetings, via the Internet, from churches
around the world and share them with the
congregation during worship.

2.

3.
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Contact your annual conference chair of Christian
Unity and ask him or her to share what The United
Methodist Church is doing with other Christian
denominations. CUIC chairs strive to unite
Christian denominations for a more Christlike and
compassionate dialogue around our faith.

Coordinate a church potluck with an international
theme and invite people to bring a favorite main
dish or dessert from another country. At the
potluck, collect a love offering and add the
receipts to the Special Sunday offering.
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4.

5.
Divide the congregation into seven sections, one
for each continent, and ask them to pray for
people and needs in each place. Ask participants
to do a corporate (group) prayer, with each
participant adding a line to the prayer.

Download ready-made resources to enhance your
World Communion Sunday celebration at your
church at www.umcgiving.org/wcskit.

6.

7.
Encourage children and adults to become pen
pals or email friends with a World Communion,
Ethnic, or Journey Toward Ordained Ministry
Scholar. Contact the General Board of Global
Ministries at www.umcmission.org and the General
Board of Higher Education and Ministry at
www.gbhem.org for student contact information.

Find a World Communion, Ethnic, or Journey
Toward Ordained Ministry scholar in your area
who can visit with your congregation. Invite that
student to speak on Sunday morning, participate
in a Sunday school class or join your congregation
for a special get-acquainted time or mission
moment.

8.

9.
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Lay a large world map on a table near the
Communion table and ask worshippers to name
countries from which their ancestors came. Light
votive candles to place on each country named.
Tell them that Christians everywhere are
celebrating Communion on this day. Pray for
people in all the countries named, especially those
in situations of unrest around the world. Remind
worshippers that the light of Christ is everywhere.

Sponsor an international bake sale. Ask members
of the congregation to share recipes and baked
goods — especially breads — from other
countries. Add the proceeds from this fundraiser
to your Special Sunday offering.
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10.

11.
Use traditional prayers and litanies for different
parts of the liturgy. This includes the use of the
Apostle's Creed as the most ancient faith
statement of the church and an adaptation of one
of the oldest existing eucharistic prayers, the
Prayer of Hippolytus. If you prefer, use
expressions that are more contemporary. For
worship resources, go to
www.umcgiving.org/wcspreaching.

Worship ecumenically with people from other
Christian churches. Sponsor joint services or send
representatives to commune with another
congregation and invite that congregation to do
likewise.
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12.

WHAT SCHOLARSHIPS DO MY

WORLD COMMUNION
SUNDAY
GIFTS SUPPORT?
World Communion Leadership Scholarships (General
Board of Global Ministries)
50 percent: At least half of this amount designated for ministries beyond the

50%

United States; all of the offering supports graduate national and
international United Methodist scholars and students directly related to
Global Ministries’ mission partners so that they may do their master’s or
doctoral studies at universities or seminaries. Candidates should have the
probability of offering five years of service to their churches and/or
communities after graduation.

Ethnic Scholarships, Journey Toward Ordained Ministry

35%

Scholarships (General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry)
35 percent: Ethnic Scholarships assist national and international
undergraduates studying within the United States. Journey Toward Ordained
Ministry Scholarships assist ethnic students pursuing a call to ordained
ministry in The United Methodist Church. The program includes a ministry
mentoring component for students to learn from leaders and peers within
their ethnic communities.

Ethnic In-Service Training (General Board of Higher

15%

Education and Ministry)
15 percent: Recruit, train and retain ethnic United Methodist women and men
in leadership positions in every level of the church and its ministry.
Encourage and provide grants for partnerships and collaborative efforts
between and with campus ministry, chaplaincy and institutions of higher
education and general agencies.

LEARN MORE AT:

www.umcgiving.org/wcs
General Board of Global Ministries
www.umcmission.org

General Board of Higher Education
www.gbhem.org
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