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In just a few minutes, our ushers are going 

to come forward and receive today’s 

offering. If you’ve already given online, or 

digitally, thank you for taking care of that.

While the ushers are getting ready, I want 

to take a minute to remind you of a story 

some of us may often overlook in the Bible. 

It’s the story of a woman named Lydia, an 

entrepreneur and business owner.

Lydia was a widow with a large household 

that likely included children and servants. 

Her house was fairly large, from what we 

can tell, and could accommodate her family, 

her servants and guests.

She attended one of Paul’s sermons 

and immediately converted. She was so 

moved and passionate about the message 

of salvation that she witnessed to her 

household and they all were baptized.

Now, there’s a small detail that’s easy to 

overlook at this point. She spoke with Paul 

and used a phrase we’ve all uttered at one 

time or another, “My door is open. Please 

feel free to come over anytime.”

No big deal, right?

All she did at that point was to offer a small 

gesture to Paul upon her baptism. However, 

because of her decision to act, Paul and 

Silas were able to take her up on her offer 

after they came out of imprisonment a few 

months later.

Lydia’s home became somewhat of an 

“open house” — a center for Christian 

fellowship. And because of that change in 

routine, she hosted many missionaries and 

saints throughout the rest of her life.

What’s easy to miss is the moment where 

she took a small risk and did something 

different. Her legacy all began with a 

simple sentence: “Come and stay at my 

home” (Acts 16:15a).

It was a small risk but with big impact. 
Do you see that?

Today is a special day for United 

Methodists: It’s a day when we come 

together as a denomination, across the 

world, to be advocates for those less 

fortunate.

On Peace with Justice Sunday, we 

celebrate hospitality of spirit and 

advocacy.

Alone, we lack the resources to 

effect change in a broken world. But, 

TOGETHER, we can give to the Peace 

with Justice offering. And, when we do, 

we are making a difference by sowing 
seeds — and yielding fruit — of 
peace.

So, today, I want you to make a move. 

I want to encourage you to take a small 

risk and do something different. It’s 

your chance to be thoughtful and give 

generously to our churchwide offering.

Your offering is going to support 

hundreds of initiatives that will make a 

difference in the world. These programs 

help build faith-based partnerships, 

foster solutions to poverty and injustice, 

fund and strengthen second chances 

for people in recovery, help youth gain 

access to education, and so much more.

When we give today, we are taking a 

small risk with our finances, and, like the 

results of Lydia’s decision, each one of 
our moves can add up to a BIG impact 
for the Gospel.

Small risk. Big impact. You can share in 

that timeless story right here, right now.

Let’s give generously today toward 
Peace with Justice.

 


