
Suggested Worship Resources for Native American Ministries Sunday 

 

Call to Worship 

Come, Let Us Worship 

Leader:  Come, let us worship the Creator with hearts open to all peoples, 

where pride and prejudice once dwelt.  

People:  Let us worship our Creator with minds open to the wisdom of Native peoples, where listening and respect once 

had no place.  

Leader:  Let us honor the One who freely gives by showing honor to those who were once and still remain oppressed. 

People:  Let us worship the God of diversity, who made the world in colors, in seasons, in endless variety, who created 

the diversity of the earth's peoples in God’s image.  

ALL:  We were created to honor one another, and in so doing we honor the Creator.  Let us honor God today by 

reflecting in our worship and in our lives God’s image: love. 

Litany 

There Is a Journey 

Leader:  There is a journey comin'. 

People:  Creator make us ready. 

Leader:  There is a journey comin'. 

People:  We pray for wisdom. Creator make us ready. 

Leader:  There is a journey comin'. 

People:  We pray for strength and power to name and define ourselves. Creator make us ready. 

Leader:  There is a journey comin'. 

People:  We pray that words of awareness, wisdom and comfort will rest on the ears of others. Creator make us ready. 

Leader:  There is a journey comin'. 

People:  When we are weak, labored, worn, ready to give up, Creator make us ready. 

Leader:  There is a journey comin'. 

All:  There is a journey comin'!!!  

Children’s Sermon: Walk Softly 

Note: Have the poem-litany “Walk Softly” printed in the worship bulletin if you can, although the children will not need 

to read it to repeat their one line of response. 

Bring a loaf of bread to break in half while telling the Walk to Emmaus story. Also, if you can bring a pair of moccasins 

or a picture of moccasins, show them to the children before you begin your sermon. Ask them to identify what they are 



 
and what racial-ethnic people first created and wore them. Explain that moccasins were traditional Native American 

shoes, usually made of soft leather, and are still worn by many Native and non-Native people.  

The name “moccasins” comes from an Algonquian word; but many tribal groups had similar shoes and gave them 

different names in their own languages. Algonquians were the first Native Americans encountered by European settlers, 

which is why we adopted their name for the shoe.  

Tell the children about the old Native American proverb that says, “Never criticize a man until you've walked a mile 

in his moccasins.”  It was the basis for a popular expression and a late-1960s song titled “Walk a Mile in My Shoes,” 

about not judging people until you know what their experiences and challenges are. 

Next discuss the Walk to Emmaus story in Luke 24:13-35, one of the lectionary readings for this day. Recount that Jesus, 

after he had risen from the grave, met, walked and talked with followers who did not recognize him at first, and that he 

explained to them how his death and resurrection were foretold by ancient scriptures.  Talk about the surprising 

information and insights one can learn by walking and talking and sometimes sharing a meal with a friend or an 

acquaintance or even a stranger.  

Finally, explain the “Walk Softly” poem and have the children (and maybe adults, too) read it with you as a litany. 

You should read the leader’s lines expressively through your voice, facial expressions and body movements, 

demonstrating their emotions: happiness, sadness, fear and finally, courage.  The children should repeat the sentence “We 

will walk softly” where indicated, while thinking about how important it can be to tread quietly, gently at times to show 

care, respect and compassion for ourselves, for others and for all of God’s creation. Remind them that by walking softly—

while seeing, listening and paying attention—their senses can take in a lot of information and they can learn and 

experience a lot of new things. 

Suggested Script: 

In Luke 24:13-35, Jesus appears to several of his followers three days after he was crucified and buried in a tomb. He 

joins them as they are walking to Emmaus, a town near Jerusalem, but he prevents them from recognizing who he is. He 

asks them what they are discussing with each other. They can’t believe he has not heard that the man named Jesus, who 

was to be the savior of the Jews, was instead hung on a cross, killed and buried. “Where have you been, stranger, that you 

don’t know these things?” They then tell him that some of Jesus’ followers had been to the tomb and discovered that the 

stone was removed, and his body was missing. Some women even said an angel was there who told them Jesus had risen 

from the dead. But since there was no body—alive or dead—then they couldn’t be sure. Sounds like a really good 

detective story, doesn’t it? 

Well, Jesus calls them foolish and reminds them that the ancient scriptures that we know today as the Old Testament 

already foretold that the Messiah, the Savior, would do just as Jesus had done: teach the ways of God, heal the sick, 

encourage the hopeless, then suffer pain and death for our sake, and finally be resurrected, or raised from the grave, to 



 
triumph over sin and death. “If you knew your scriptures and were paying attention, he told them, you would know that 

everything has gone according to God’s plan!”  

When they arrive at Emmaus the travelers urge Jesus, whom they still do not recognize, to stay and eat with them. 

When they all sit down, he takes a loaf of bread, says a blessing, breaks it apart and gives it to them. (Demonstrate by 

breaking your load of bread in half.) Suddenly they recognize who he is, but as soon as they do, Poof! He disappears, 

vanishes into thin air. Then they remember all that he had just told them while walking on the road to Emmaus and how 

inspired and on fire their hearts were while listening to him. And now, there’s not a moment to lose! They rush back to 

Jerusalem to tell the disciples what just happened, that it’s true. Jesus has risen from the grave, and they have just seen 

him, walked and talked with him, even broken bread and eaten with him. They are witnesses to the undeniable truth, and 

their doubts are erased. Now they know their Savior lives. Mystery solved. Case closed. Amen!   

Isn’t it amazing what you can learn from a stranger when you walk and talk with him or her—especially when that 

stranger turns out to be a good friend like Jesus? Now you young people should never go anywhere with strangers, and 

you should never listen or talk to them either. Can anyone tell me why? Yes, because it could be dangerous. They could 

try to hurt you or kidnap you. But you can walk and talk with your friends, and when you do, you can learn a lot, as long 

as you walk quietly, softly, listen carefully and confirm what they tell you by remembering what you already should 

know. Isn’t that right? Don’t you agree? 

Now I want you to recite a poem with me. It is titled “Walk Softly,” and the poet is a Native American woman named 

Boe Harris. Her Native American name is Nakakakena (Na-ka-ka-kena). We have adapted this poem into what we call a 

litany. It’s where I read one line, the Leader’s part, and you read the next line, the People’s part, and so on.  

As you recite this poem with me, think about the words, the feelings and experiences it describes: joy, pain, grief, 

doubt. And the third line that I will read speaks of Jesus sitting, walking and standing beside us, just as he did with the 

travelers on the road to Emmaus. Our proper response to all these emotions and experiences is to do what? To “walk 

softly.” That way, we won’t miss anything.  We can see, hear, feel and know how to help others when we walk softly and 

pay close attention. OK?  

Let’s read this poem together. Remember: I will read the Leader’s parts; and when I finish each line, I will motion to 

you, and you will repeat the words  “We will walk softly.” Let’s begin. 

Walk Softly 

Leader: When joy fills us 

People: We will walk softly 

Leader: When our hearts are rejoicing 

People: We will walk softly 

Leader: When we recognize Jesus sits, walks and stands beside us 

People: We will walk softly  



 
Leader: When we hear of pain and suffering of others 

People: We will walk softly 

Leader: When hearts are stricken by grief 

People: We will walk softly 

Leader: When all around us is attacking our faith 

People: We will walk softly 

Leader: When doubt fills our days 

People: We will walk softly 

Leader: When others are watching 

People: We will walk softly 

Leader: As we lead others into the path of righteousness for His name's sake 

People: We will walk softly 

Offering Dedication Prayer 

We give thanks to you, O God, Creator and Sustainer of life, for all you have given us. We give back a small portion of 

the blessings you have given us. May our humble gifts and the ministries they support honor you and help others to know 

of your abounding love and sustaining grace in their walk upon this earth. Receive our praise and our thanksgiving, O 

Lord, and may our loving spirits be ever in harmony with yours. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

—John Coleman, Dec. 23, 2010 

[—The Call to Worship was adapted with permission from “Come, Let Us Worship.” Copyright 2009 © Jeff Ramsland. 

(Source: www.gbod.org)  The Rev. Jeff Ramsland is pastor of the Cherokee United Methodist Church in Cherokee, N.C. 

—The Litany was adapted with permission from “There Is a Journey Comin’”. Copyright 2009 © Boe Harris 

(Nakakakena). (Source: www.gbod.org)  Boe Harris-Nakakakena (which means “rattles with feet”) is a member of the 

Turtle Mountain Chippewa and Spirit Lake Dakota tribal groups. A member of St. John's UMC in Seaford, Del., she 

offers cultural presentations and is known widely for her gifts in traditional dance, jingle dance and Native American 

flute.  

—“Walk Softly”adapted with permission. Copyright 2009 © Boe Harris (Nakakakena). (Source: www.gbod.org)  Boe 

Harris-Nakakakena (which means “rattles with feet”) is a member of the Turtle Mountain Chippewa and Spirit Lake 

Dakota tribal groups. A member of St. John's UMC in Seaford, Del., she offers cultural presentations and is known widely 

for her gifts in traditional dance, jingle dance and Native American flute.] 
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