“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you

Together, WE …

were called to the one hope of your calling.”
–Ephesians 4:4, NRSV

share the love of Jesus Christ.
United Methodists give to the
Interdenominational Cooperation Fund (ICF) to

Thank you for your 100 percent support of the
Interdenominational Cooperation Fund.

advance the work and witness of Christ’s body
throughout the world.

Learn more at
www.umcgiving.org/icf and www.ocuir.org
Order this brochure (#540110) at www.umcgiving.org or call 888-346-3862.

Our Shared Ministry gifts strengthen our bonds
as a family of faith. They enable us to cooperate
nationally and globally with other Christians in
sharing the transforming love and gospel of Jesus
Christ as one people - that the world may believe.
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Bishop Mary Ann Swenson,
Ecumenical Officer,
United Methodist Council of Bishops

Witnessing
“be of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind.”
–Philippians 2:2b, NRSV

We’re not carbon copies of each other,
but we can work together.
Our relationships with ecumenical partners, made possible by the
Interdenominational Cooperation Fund, enable us to witness together
while respecting our unique traditions and distinctions. We also unite
in creative responses to concerns that fall within The United Methodist
Church’s Four Areas of Focus, such as widespread poverty, economic
injustice, HIV/AIDS, substance abuse and violence, and racism.
Additional examples abound. Here are a few:
• Ecumenical HIV and AIDS Initiative in Africa, coordinated
by the World Council of Churches;
• Just Rebuilding of the Gulf Coast hurricane recovery initiative,
related to the National Council of Churches;
• Work against substance abuse and violence, spearheaded by
the Pan-Methodist Commission
Through United Methodist gifts to the Interdenominational Cooperation
Fund, such ecumenical endeavors foster justice, mercy and peace in
God’s world.
The fund also develops principled Christian leaders for the church and
the world through the Young Ecumenist Program, the United Methodist
Ecumenical and Interreligious Training network and the National
Council of Churches’ Young Adult Stewards Program. These initiatives
teach leaders about ecumenical theology and practice through study,
worship and fellowship.

Advocating
“United Methodists are a small part of the
worldwide Christian church - the living body of
Jesus Christ. John Wesley called us to live out of
a catholic (Universal) spirit. We must recapture
that very spirit in all of its poignant simplicity,
theological sophistication and practical
application.”
–Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Sidorak Jr. Ecumenical Staff Officer, Office of
Christian Unity and Interreligious Relationships of the Council of Bishops
of The United Methodist Church

Our leaders take ecumenical work very seriously.
The Office of Christian Unity and Interreligious Relationships of the
Council of Bishops of The United Methodist and the Council of Bishops
engage in constant critical reflection, dialogue and acts of mercy and
justice alongside our ecumenical partners. These efforts bear fruit in our
progress toward reconciliation and unity in worship, doctrine and ministry.
By providing resources for congregations, we extend our reconciliation
efforts on a national and global scale. We establish ecumenical
relationships and partnerships in local communities. Such steps toward
unity and wholeness have the potential to attract people alienated by
denominational divisiveness. And in the process, we might create new
places for new people and renew existing congregations.
Jesus yearned for unity in the body of Christ. Through the
Interdenominational Cooperation Fund, we seek an authentic unity that
transcends doctrinal and ecclesiastical differences and relies on our
common mission to call and equip disciples of Jesus Christ.

partnerships
“Ecumenism is a part of living out our faith in this current
time in history. It also is the way for us to move forward into
a new time in history and for us to have a positive influence on
the worlds to come. And I think for United Methodist people
working together with others in the Christian community will
expand their own understanding of themselves and help them
grow and serve in wonderful ways.”
-- Bishop Mary Ann Swenson, Ecumenical Officer, United Methodist Council of Bishops

Our ministries with other denominations
enrich The United Methodist Church.
Thanks to the Interdenominational Cooperation Fund and the work of our Office
of Christian Unity and Interreligious Relationships of the Council of Bishops
of The United Methodist Church, we support an array of important ministries
operating through various ecumenical bodies:
• Pan-Methodist Commission
• World Council of Churches
• National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA
• World Methodist Council
• Christian Churches Together
United Methodists strengthen the work of these partnership bodies through
our shared financial support and our full participation in meetings, events
and ministries. Thanks to your church’s gifts through the Interdenominational
Cooperation Fund, United Methodists foster unity in the body of Christ. As we
march in the light of God, we work and witness with other Christians. Together, we
strive for justice, reconciliation and peace.
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