
How To Promote  

In Your Congregation
UMCOR SUNDAY

By Barbara Dunlap-Berg



How do you promote 

UMCOR SUNDAY?
Here are few ideas from churches that 

go beyond simply asking people to give.

These 10 ideas can turn your congregation’s UMCOR Sunday giving from “Ho-Hum” to “Wow!”



Contact the United Methodist Committee 

on Relief (www.umcor.org) about inviting 

someone to visit your church or Sunday 

school class to discuss how UMCOR, 

through the UMCOR Sunday offering, is 

impacting lives and making sustainable 

differences throughout the world.1.
CONTACT THE UNITED 
METHODIST  COMMITTEE ON RELIEF 



Cooperate with other congregations 

in marketing UMCOR Sunday. Share 

the costs of internet, newspaper, 

radio, television, billboard and transit 

advertising. See if your annual 

conference communications office 

might assist you.2.
COOPERATE WITH OTHERS IN 
MARKETING UMCOR SUNDAY



UMCOR Relief Supply Kits help care for 

the most vulnerable people during crises. 

The kits also help to sustain everyday life 

by providing necessities to people who 

lack ready access to essential supplies. 

These kits offer vital support for UMCOR’s 

work around the world. Contact Sager 

Brown (director@sagerbrown.org) to 

determine which of the following seven 

kits are most needed: bedding, birthing, 

health, layette, school and sewing kits or 

cleaning buckets.3.

CREATE SUPPLY KITS
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Possibilities are readings from the 

Revised Common Lectionary for the date 

of the observance or words (caring, 

hope, love, relief) that symbolize 

UMCOR’s ministry around the world. 

Begin the worship service with a banner 

procession or hang banners in the 

sanctuary.4.

DESIGN BANNERS TO ILLUSTRATE 
UMCOR SUNDAY THEMES
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Six weeks before UMCOR Sunday, put $1 in 

envelopes to distribute to the congregation. 

Ask recipients to use this seed money as an 

initial investment, and challenge them to 

find ways to multiply it tenfold or even one 

hundredfold. Donate the proceeds to 

UMCOR Sunday.5.
DRAMATIZE THE PARABLE OF 
THE TALENTS (MATTHEW 25)



Go a step further by inviting people to 

give a nickel (or a dime or a quarter) for 

every UMCOR supply-kits item they �nd 

in their home. Or choose one type such as 

a health kit. For every hand towel, 

washcloth, comb, nail �le, bar of soap, 

toothbrush, box of bandages and tube of 

toothpaste, give 5 cents or another 

predetermined amount.6.

INVITE PEOPLE TO GIVE A NICKLE 
FOR EVERY UMCOR SUPPLY-KITS 
ITEM



Invite members to pledge money to 

UMCOR Sunday. Set a goal for the 

amount your local church hopes to raise

—at least $5 per adult and $1 per child. 

Establish a  timeline for pledging and 

collecting, perhaps beginning on Ash 

Wednesday. Create a large thermometer 

poster or display to show 

progress toward the goal as people give.7.
INVITE MEMBERS TO PLEDGE MONEY
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Multiply God’s love. In 2012, United 

Methodists gave $2,861,462 through the 

UMCOR Sunday offering. That’s about 40 

cents per member. Consider ways to 

raise that amount to $1 per member. 8.
MULTIPLY GOD’S LOVE



Provide UMCOR Sunday-related 

opportunities for personal growth and 

learning through Bible studies, classes, 

discussion groups, ecumenical activities, 

prayer and public witness across age, 

gender, race and socioeconomic levels. 

An UMCOR intergenerational Bible

study, Being Hope: United Methodists in 

Global Mission, is available at 

Cokesbury.com or 1-800-672-1789.9.

PROVIDE RELATED OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR PERSONAL GROWTH
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Go to www.umcgiving.org/UMCOR to 

�nd personal stories of people

around the world who express thanks

for the help and hope they received

through UMCOR.10.
TELL MEMBERS HOW THEY 
CHANGE LIVES
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