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Today is Human Relations Day — it’s an incredible 
day where we support and have a chance to become 
a voice for the voiceless. 

In just a minute, we are going to take up a special 
offering, and when the plate comes around, you can 
drop in your donation. 

Before our volunteers pass the plate though, I wanted 
to tell you about an amazing story of ongoing hope 
that is made possible, in part, by Human Relations 
Day. 

It’s the story of the legacy that the Rev. Becky 
Ballou, a pastor at one of our sister congregations in 
Maverick, Texas, and her husband, Bruce, are leaving. 
Together, they work to keep young and vulnerable 
children safe in their border town.

The Ballous, and many volunteers, work together to 
keep vulnerable children out of the hands of Mexico’s 
drug cartel, who are looking for innocent children to 
help them smuggle drugs over the border. 

Traffickers woo children with promises of money and 
importance to get them to say yes to illegal activities. 
Many of these children are uneducated and live in 
poverty, making them “easy targets.”  When the 
children get caught — and they often do — they are 
sent to the state penitentiary. They are separated 
from their families for years at a time. 

When the Ballous saw what was happening, they 
started Border Hope, which provides children with 
education, food, clothing … as well as providing 
counseling and other services to the community as a 
whole.

Before Border Hope, upward of 50 children a 
year would be arrested and sent to prison. Now, 
the number of children is down to one. Isn’t that 
incredible? Becky, Bruce and the Border Hope 
organization are truly providing hope. 

Border Hope is one of hundreds of ministries that are 
empowered by our gifts today. On Human Relations 
Day, we generously give so that ministries dedicated 
to advocacy, community development and at-risk 
youth can provide hope in the name of Jesus 
Christ.
 
Let’s invest in the ignored and overlooked. Let’s 
make a difference that will affect generations. 

Will you join me in giving generously today?

Ushers, you may receive the offering now.


