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Toolkit for Annual Conferences & Local Churches 
 
On November 27, 2018, United Methodists will come together to support the work of Advance projects and 
missionaries on #GivingTuesday. This day of generosity is an opportunity for local churches and annual 
conferences to combine Advent and Christmas seasonal giving with global mission and outreach opportunities. 
The denominational theme for the campaign this year is #GiveUMC. 

In 2017, more than $300 million was raised in 150 countries on #GivingTuesday!  

More than $677,000 was given to Advance projects and missionaries around the world. 

The effort also provides United Methodists, and others, a way to build missional relationships through a 
channel they know and trust. With more than 600 projects and 300 missionaries to support, there is a mission 
focus to fit the interest and passion of anyone. The Advance continues to allocate 100% of all giving to the 
designated project or missionary. 
 
We would love to answer your questions or hear creative ways in which you are raising awareness and funds 
for mission, especially for #GivingTuesday. Please contact us at Advance@UMCmission.org. 
 
Please use the following tools in ways that work for your context, whether you are a leader in an annual 
conference or a local church. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 

When is #GivingTuesday?  
#GivingTuesday is recognized on the Tuesday following the U.S. Thanksgiving holiday. This year, 
#GivingTuesday is Nov. 27, 2018.  
 
What is #GivingTuesday?  
#GivingTuesday is part of an international movement to extend the spirit of giving thanks into the Advent 
season. As a response to the hyper-consumerism of Black Friday and Cyber Monday, people around the 
world celebrate #GivingTuesday by supporting organizations that are transforming the world. It offers an 
opportunity to start the holiday season by giving instead of receiving. #GiveUMC offers United Methodists 
a way to participate by supporting projects through The Advance. 
 
How do I #GiveUMC? 
On November 27, make your donation online. Search for a specific project or missionary that you or your 
church/annual conference has chosen to support and donate directly from that project’s or missionary’s 
Advance profile page, or you can choose to give a gift to be used where it is most needed. 
 
What is the impact of giving on one day?  
While people can, and do, give through The Advance all year, concentrating efforts on one day raises 
awareness not only about the denomination’s many ministries throughout the world, but also about the 
great generosity of United Methodists. 
 
 
 

https://www.umcmission.org/giving-tuesday
https://www.givingtuesday.org/
mailto:Advance@UMCmission.org
https://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Advance-Project-Search
https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/gbgm_donate.html?type=1001&project=01138A
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What is The Advance?  
The Advance is an accountable, designated giving arm of The United Methodist Church that ensures 100% 
of each gift is used for its intended mission or ministry. Through The Advance, United Methodists can give 
to more than 600 projects and more than 300 missionaries worldwide. Together, the projects meet a 
range of needs, from helping survivors cope with natural or civil disasters, to helping communities build 
churches, to feeding and educating children, to equipping hospitals and clinics.  
 
The Advance works with church leaders around the world to ensure that approved projects are aligned 
with the goals of The United Methodist Church in the local area, help develop partnerships that are 
mutually advantageous, tell the story of projects and missionaries, and report how giving is making an 
impact. Since its founding in 1948, The Advance has helped channel more than 3 million gifts totaling more 
than $1 billion to thousands of projects and ministries.  

 
Eight ways annual conferences can #GiveUMC 

1. Ask district superintendents to share information about #GivingTuesday at district events. 
2. Encourage districts/churches to engage in friendly competition with different awards (highest amount 

donated, most donations, most churches participating, etc.). 
3. Consider matching gifts made from your conference to specific missionaries or projects with which the 

conference has relationships. 
4. Include prominent ads in conference print and online publications. Banners and other resources are 

available for download on the #GiveUMC webpage. 
5. Post the #GiveUMC logo and a reminder to give online on November 27 prominently on your 

conference’s homepage alongside a list of which projects and missionaries are conference priorities. 
6. Engage with pastors and mission leaders to strategize about how local churches and small groups can 

get involved – see specific ideas on page three of this toolkit. 
7. Raise awareness about #GivingTuesday through conference emails and social media networks – find 

communication ideas on page four of this toolkit. 
8. Send an email like this one to local church leaders: 

Dear friend, 
As we approach the holiday giving season, mark your calendars for #GivingTuesday, November 27, 
2018. United Methodists will extend the spirit of giving thanks into the Advent season as they 
#GiveUMC to advance ministry around the world. 

 
Last year on #GivingTuesday, United Methodists collectively raised more than $677,000 online for 
Advance projects and missionaries. As always, 100% of gifts given through The Advance directly 
support the designated ministry! 

 
Our conference has a covenant relationship with these missionaries and/or supports these Advance 
projects: 
[Missionary/project name, Advance number and link to Advance profile page] 

 
Encourage your congregation to participate in this special day of giving! #GiveUMC resources are 
available, including a toolkit for local churches, creative fundraising ideas and social media imagery. 

 

http://www.umcmission.org/giving-tuesday
https://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects
https://www.umcmission.org/Giving-Tuesday/2017-/resources
https://www.umcmission.org/Giving-Tuesday/2017-/resources
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Thank you for your faithful support on November 27! 
Grace and peace, 
[Signed by conference representative or bishop] 

 
Local churches #GiveUMC 
As a church, you are living out God’s mission each day through your faithful work. #GivingTuesday is an 
opportunity to further amplify and expand support of ministry around the world. Here are five steps for a 
successful campaign: 
 

1. Decide which Advance project or missionary the congregation will support and set a fundraising goal. If 
you are not already connected to an Advance project or missionary, consider supporting a project or 
missionary that your annual conference supports, or use the list found online to identify one. There 
are hundreds of options – narrow them down by identifying ministry areas your congregation is 
passionate about, such as hunger or disaster relief, and finding a project that relates.  

2. Review the tips for communicating about #GivingTuesday, found on page four of this toolkit, and think 
of ways to promote the #GiveUMC campaign on social media, on your website, in emails and during 
worship. 

3. Build a team that will focus on raising awareness and funds. The team could be made up of existing 
missional groups, youth groups, Sunday school classes, Bible study groups, women’s/men’s groups, 
young adult groups, etc., or a group you gather just for #GivingTuesday efforts. Consider including or 
challenging other churches in your area or across the annual conference to see who can raise the most 
funds! Once you’ve organized your team, determine how you will raise funds and awareness – explore 
fundraising ideas below. 

4. Consider including a special #GiveUMC bulletin announcement, offertory reflection, prayer and 
collection in worship on Sunday, November 25.  

5. Donate all of the collected funds on November 27! You can give your donation online by searching for 
the specific project or missionary that you or your church/annual conference has chosen to support 
and donate directly from that project’s or missionary’s Advance profile page. Celebrate by sharing your 
fundraising total with the congregation and other donors. 

 
Fundraising ideas 
• Alternative Christmas Gifts – Set up a table featuring photos of the community/individuals your 

#GivingTuesday project/missionary supports, a list of project needs, and postcards with a summation of 
the project’s mission and a holiday-themed thank you message. Remind people of what meaningful 
holiday giving represents: to give gifts that make the world a better place, just as Christ is a gift to the 
world. Ask donors to make a donation in someone’s honor and fill out a postcard to give to that person so 
they are aware the gift was given on #GivingTuesday. If they still want to present a wrapped gift, suggest 
that they accompany the notification with a token that represents the designated ministry: a framed map 
of the region, a water bottle for a water project, a hammer for a construction project, etc. 
 

• Goal to Give – Set a focused, specific fundraising goal and create a giving tracker in a busy hallway or 
gathering space to keep everyone updated about the campaign’s progress. Incorporate photos, quotes, 
stories and statistics about your selected Advance project and its importance. This can help increase 

http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects
https://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Advance-Project-Search
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excitement and donations because people want to be part of reaching a meaningful goal together, 
whether it is $500 or $5,000. 
 

• Silent Auction of Service – Ask church members, kids and youth included, to donate their skills to a silent 
auction that you hold one Sunday after church or in tandem to another church event. Donated skills could 
include baking treats, shoveling snow, scraping ice from car windows, cleaning homes, babysitting, making 
craft items for Christmas gifts, house painting, yard work, jewelry making, car detailing, leaf raking, gutter 
cleaning, interior decorating, pet sitting/walking, etc. Be sure to remind people that their generous bids 
will support an Advance project engaged in essential ministry…and don’t forget to include a bid sheet that 
is simply an avenue to pledge a donation without purchasing anything. 
 

• Chili Cook-Off – Ask church members to make chili and submit their entries into a church-wide contest. 
Invite the community to attend the event to taste and vote for their favorite chili, asking for a donation at 
the door. During the event, make a presentation about the Advance ministry or project that the event 
supports.  

 
• Kids & Youth Unite – Encourage the children’s and youth groups to work together on a fundraising project. 

This is a great way to help young people remember the real meaning of the Christmas season. Young 
people can often come up with great fundraising ideas on their own, but here are some suggestions: 
holiday baked goods and hot chocolate sale, coin collection in holiday gift boxes, asking for donations 
rather than Christmas presents, Sunday lunch potluck with a donation box at the front of the line, etc.  

 
• WASH – If your #GivingTuesday project/missionary work relates to Water and Sanitation (WASH), you can 

provide a tangible example of something many people take for granted.  
o In many parts of the world, children must travel for miles each day to collect water for their families. 

Lead a group on a walk carrying buckets of water filled to one-third. Encourage them to ask for pledges 
of support for every 10 minutes they carry the water. 

o A quick way to emphasize the importance of a clean and reliable place to use the restroom is by 
charging a toilet tax at your church. Simply place a jar/bucket/plate outside of the bathroom entrance 
and encourage people to donate. 

 
• Focus on Education – Education plays an important role in lifting people from poverty and equipping 

individuals to obtain work and manage their daily lives. If your #GivingTuesday campaign focuses on an 
education-related project, coordinate and host a read-a-thon; readers can ask for financial pledges based 
on pages read.  

 
Communicating about #GivingTuesday 
Tools are available to help you get the word out about #GiveUMC. Get started by including the #GiveUMC 
digital banner on your website, blog, newsletters and social media accounts.  
 
Conferences, churches and congregants can also use a Facebook profile picture frame to build awareness. 
Simply: 

1. Go to www.facebook.com/profilepicframes 

https://www.umcmission.org/Giving-Tuesday/2017-/resources
https://www.facebook.com/profilepicframes
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2. Search for “#GiveUMC” 
3. Click “Use as Profile Picture” to save 

 
Engage on social media  
In 2017, there were more than 1 million social media mentions about #GivingTuesday!  
 
Social media is a powerful tool that enables you to share stories about the project or ministry you are 
supporting on #GivingTuesday. Your social media channels are direct links to people who want to make the 
world a better place. Use these platforms to create excitement, understanding and awareness in the weeks 
leading up to #GivingTuesday. Your followers will appreciate the stories you share as well as reminders to 
donate on November 27. 
 
The key social media networks are Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and Twitter. You don’t have to utilize all of 
these, but if you have accounts on more than one platform, be sure to post on all of them! 
 
One way the denomination is uniting the message of #GivingTuesday is by using one hashtag for all areas of 
ministry: #GiveUMC. Using the hashtag magnifies the impact, reach and potential donations for all who take 
part in this day of giving. Use the #GiveUMC and #GivingTuesday hashtags in every social media post; when 
people click on these hashtags, they will see your posts in the stream of content being posted around the 
world. 
 
No matter which social media platform(s) you use, post regular reminders about #GivingTuesday and its 
importance. Be sure to find and follow all of the social media accounts connected to your #GivingTuesday 
project/missionary – they will likely be posting content that you can share on your pages. 
 
Ideas for Facebook: 

• Post inspirational photos that relate to your #GivingTuesday project/missionary. 
• Share a link to your #GivingTuesday project’s/missionary’s blog or website so that people can 

connect with longer storytelling content about the ministry. 
• Ask your followers to share your posts on their personal pages and in Facebook groups, such as 

neighborhood groups or special interest groups. 
 
Idea for YouTube: 

• Make an “I CARE” video. Create a sign using a whiteboard or cardstock. On one side, ask people to 
write, “I care about [individual focus].” On the other side write, “I will #GiveUMC by supporting 
[Project Name] on November 27.” Record each person showing each side of the sign in a video 
that can be shared in worship, at events and on social media. 

 
Ideas for Instagram: 

• Post photos that tell a story, such as images of people who are supported by your #GivingTuesday 
project/missionary, along with a brief caption. 

• Share “selfless selfies” of congregants holding a sign with a #GiveUMC logo that says, “On 
#GivingTuesday, I’m advancing hope around the world as I #GiveUMC. Please join me by 
supporting [project/missionary name] on Nov. 27!”  

https://www.givingtuesday.org/
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• On #GivingTuesday, use Instagram Stories to provide snapshots of your giving efforts. Share 
photos of the fundraising efforts you hosted, a how-to video of making a #GivingTuesday donation, 
and a personal reflection about the vital importance of supporting ministry around the world. 

 
Ideas for Twitter: 

• Keep posts short by sharing a quick fact about the needs your #GivingTuesday project/missionary 
works to fulfill, a short quote from someone they support, or a brief personal thought about the 
difference generosity can make in the world. 

• Use hashtags that others will be using to get into mainstream conversation – using some mild 
humor is also a good idea. For example: Perfect antidote to overspending on #BlackFriday? 
#GivingTuesday is coming November 27! Get ready to #GiveUMC by supporting [name of Advance 
project]. http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects 

• Ask congregants to tweet after they make their donation and tag your #GivingTuesday 
project’s/missionary’s account. For example, “Today, I #GiveUMC by supporting @[Twitter handle] 
on #GivingTuesday. Join me on this day of generosity that will make the world a better place!” 

 
Encourage through email  
In addition to social media, email is essential in building support for #GiveUMC fundraising efforts. When 
sending e-newsletters, include brief reminders about #GivingTuesday and any upcoming fundraising efforts. 
Don’t forget to include links to your #GivingTuesday project’s/missionary’s Advance profile page, blog and 
social media accounts so that people know how to connect with the ministry in deeper ways. 
 
If you have an opportunity to send a #GiveUMC-specific email to the congregation (or if you have space in an 
upcoming worship bulletin or newsletter), here is an idea of what to say: 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
On Nov. 27, 2018, United Methodists are invited to extend the spirit of giving thanks into the Advent season as 
they #GiveUMC on #GivingTuesday. This is an opportunity to advance ministry around the world by 
participating in this special day of giving! 
 
Last year on #GivingTuesday, United Methodists collectively raised more than $677,000 online through The 
Advance. As always, when you give through The Advance, 100% of your gift directly supports the ministry you 
designate. 
 
Please consider supporting [#GivingTuesday project/missionary and Advance number] by participating in 
upcoming #GiveUMC fundraising efforts or by giving an online donation on November 27 at 
UMCmission.org/giving-tuesday. This ministry [include a brief summation of your #GivingTuesday 
project’s/missionary’s mission and work]. Let’s join together to ensure this ministry can continue its vital work! 
 
Thank you for your faithful support! 
Grace and peace, 
[Signed by pastor or mission leader] 
 

http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects
http://www.umcmission.org/giving-tuesday

