
A Worship Service Celebrating and Supporting 

Africa University 

 
 

 

Prelude: “Prayer for Africa,” #12, Songs of Zion, or 
“God of the Ages,” #698, The United Methodist Hymnal 
 
Greetings 
Sisters and brothers of the global village, I greet you in 
the name of God our Creator; Christ Jesus our Risen 
Savior; and the Holy Spirit, our Divine Companion.  
 
*Gathering Song: “They’ll Know We Are Christians,” 
 #2223, The Faith We Sing, or “We Are the Church,” 
 #558, The United Methodist Hymnal 
 
*Gathering Call 
One: We have come to learn from the Master Teacher, 
Jesus. Today’s lesson is “Reaping the Harvest of 
Education.” The focus is Africa University.  
Many: Jesus, we are here for you. Teach us what we need 
to know. Show us what we need to do.  
 
*Sung Response: “Jesus, We Are Here,” #2273, The 
Faith We Sing, or “Here I Am, Lord,” #593, The United 
Methodist Hymnal 
 
Gathering Prayer (together) 
Provider God, thank you for opportunities to develop 
gifts you have given us. Your gifts have borne countless 
fruit for us in known and unknown ways. 

Create in us the desire to labor for opportunities for our 
sisters and brothers in the global village to develop their 
gifts also. Our world improves as learners lead. Amen. 
 
*Scripture Lesson: Matthew 9:37-38 
 
The Proclaimed Word  
Ubuntu [pronounced uu-Boon-too] is an African concept 
of unity. Archbishop Desmond Tutu said, “A person with 
bunt is open and available to others, affirming of others, 
does not feel threatened that others are able and good, 
for he or she has a proper self-assurance that comes 
from knowing that he or she belongs in a greater whole 
and is diminished when others are humiliated or 
diminished, when others are tortured or oppressed.” 
 
United Methodist-related Africa University (AU) in Old 
Mutare, Zimbabwe, is a perfect embodiment of ubuntu. 
The school not only affirms others, but also equips them 
to serve the greater whole. Education is AU’s tool of 
choice to equip students to yield rich harvests. In June, 
nearly 400 students from 24 countries received their 
degrees. Graduates from across the continent plant 
seeds that improve the quality of life and move villages 
closer to peace and prosperity through teaching, 
research, agriculture, community service, and leadership 
and faith development.  
 
Established by United Methodist General Conference 
action, the university opened in 1992. United Methodist 
churches from all over the world continue to support AU 
with apportioned gifts as well as prayers, presence, 
service and witness.  
 
In a 2010 letter, Bishop Ernest S. Lyght, chairperson of 



the Africa University Advisory Development Committee, 
wrote about how United Methodist support of Africa 
University makes seemingly impossible dreams come 
true. 
 
“Mukanyanga Muzyamba dreamed of becoming a doctor 
as she grew up in an impoverished village in a remote 
part of Zambia. She walked 12 miles round trip to 
school, where she excelled. In fact, she was the only 
person in her village to continue to eighth grade and 
beyond.  
 
“College seemed an impossible goal until members of 
Mullins United Methodist Church in Memphis, Tenn., 
learned about her. The church had a ministry in 
Mukanyanga’s home village, building classrooms. Not 
only did they encourage her; they also began to sponsor 
her.  
 
“After starting college at the University of Zambia, where 
no slots remained in the pre-med program, she learned 
of Africa University and its health services management 
degree. On June 12, 2010, Mukanyanga received a 
bachelor’s degree in health services management. She 
hopes to attend graduate school in Memphis, and 
eventually to run her own medical center in Zambia.  
 
“Mukanyanga is one of many Africa University students 
with dreams to improve life in their countries,” Bishop 
Lyght concluded. 
 
John Wesley, founder of Methodism, was a laborer in 
God’s vineyard. Education was one of his tools to draw 
people to Christ, elevate the standards of living for the 
marginalized, and put faith into action. Establishing 

Sunday schools was one of Wesley’s norms that continue 
to benefit many. Others have been students in worldwide 
United Methodists institutions of learning, reflecting 
Wesley’s passion and commitment for education. Our 
world improves as learners lead. 
 
Our support of the Africa University Fund is vital. It 
relies on our denominational apportionment system to 
survive. Bishop Lyght reported that last school year, 300 
qualified students could not enroll because annual 
conferences did not meet their apportionment 
commitments. Let us seek to pay 100 percent of our 
Africa University Fund share. 
 
We, too, strive to be faithful laborers in God’s vineyard. 
We, too, are people of ubuntu, open and available to 
others, affirming of others, just as Christ Jesus accepts 
us with our human limitations and affirms us when we 
attempt great things for God and God’s creation.  
 
We belong to a greater whole! When our Africa University 
brothers and sisters seek to discover ways to grow food 
to help others, through our support, we feed the hungry. 
When our Africa University brothers and sisters discover 
ways to prevent diseases no longer epidemic in the 
United States, through our support, we become partners 
in finding a cure.   
 
Together, we are the hands and feet of Jesus. We want 
our sermons to be actions of love, care, hope and 
support. When Africa reaps the harvest of education, so 
do we! Let the church say, “Amen.” 
 
Note: If you have questions or need more information 
about Africa University, please contact the Africa 

http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?a=nwLXKgM6KsL6JsJ&s=fmKZKkM0IoK3LfPXLsF&m=6pIHIXOAIfIPJ7L
http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?a=nwLXKgM6KsL6JsJ&s=fmKZKkM0IoK3LfPXLsF&m=6pIHIXOAIfIPJ7L
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University Development Office. The e-mail is 
audevoffice@gbhem.org. The telephone number is 615-
340-7438. 

 
 Regular Offering and Special Offering for AU 
 
Hymn of Response: “Give Thanks,” #2036, The Faith 
We Sing, or #94, “Praise God, from Whom All  
Blessings Flow,” The United Methodist Hymnal  
 
*Dismissal With Blessing 
One: May the spirit of ubuntu move us to be co-laborers 
in continued and increased support for Africa University. 
Many: With the Holy Spirit working in us, let all labor; 
let all reap. 
 
*Sending Forth Hymn: “Freely, Freely,” #389, The 
United Methodist Hymnal 
 
*Postlude: “We Are Marching,” The Faith We Sing,  
#2235-b 

You may use this worship service at any time. 

 
*Please stand as you are able.                                                              
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