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While your congregation may observe it at any time, United Methodist Student Day is 
traditionally celebrated on the last Sunday of November. In 2020, the date coincides with  
the First Sunday in Advent. This sermon starter is based on the lectionary readings for  
Nov. 29, 2020, and can be adapted for any Sunday and to fit your context. 

The liturgy, sermon starter and children’s message are designed to work together with 
the offering talk or may stand alone to celebrate United Methodist Student Day in your 
congregation. Find these resources in the UMSD pastor and leader’s kit.

We recognize that some in your congregation may not be worshiping in person yet.  
Consider sending the offering, liturgy and poster in an email ahead of time with links  
to give online at UMCgiving.org/giveUMSD.
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Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 1:4, CEB

“ I thank my God always for you, 
because of God’s grace that  
was given to you in Christ Jesus.”

Many of us have experienced loss this year 
as part of the pandemic and subsequent 
financial impact. But still, we give God 

thanks for all that we have, including one another. 

Friends, we have remained strong in our faith and 
continue to be recipients of God’s grace through 
Jesus Christ. And, today, we have an opportunity 
to pay it forward, funding a channel of hope for 
young scholars, many of whom are struggling in 
body, mind or spirit. 

Even before this financial and health crisis, 
college had become an unrealistic hope for many 
students. The burden of taking on prohibitive 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/united-methodist-student-day-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit
http://UMCgiving.org/giveUMSD


amounts of debt can feel overwhelming. It limits 
bright, qualified students from bringing their full 
selves into professions to which they feel called.

When we support United Methodist students 
today, we not only give them a financial boost to 
help them realize their dreams; we also we give 
them a spiritual boost, helping them to recognize 
that the church has confidence in them and in 
their gifts. 

Have you ever watched a student grow up in 
your church equipped to pursue their dreams? 
They often bring with them the knowledge and 
understanding of what it means to follow Christ. 
That justice-seeking, healing and compassionate 
upbringing is often carried through to their work. 
Paul writes in the first chapter of his letter to 
the church in Corinth that we are called to be 
partners with God through Jesus. 

Student Alanna Rembert struggled to make friends 
in school but found a nurturing family at her home 
church. When it was time for college, Alanna’s 
congregation encouraged her to apply for a Gift of 

Hope scholarship, supported by your contributions 
on United Methodist Student Day.

“Receiving the scholarship,” she said, “has had 
a huge impact on my life by helping with college 
expenses. It has given me the opportunity to 
reach my goals of graduating from college and 
starting a successful career. United Methodist 
Student Day is so important for young adults in 
preparing for their future.”

When The United Methodist Church comes 
together to serve our students, we partner with 
God. Even as the denomination is at a time of 
discernment in our future together, we recognize 
that we are all connected as sisters and brothers. 
We are siblings created in the image of God. We 
can pray with and for United Methodist students 
while putting our prayers into action through our 
special offering today. 

To paraphrase Paul’s letter to the church in 
Corinth, our gifts are a way to show our thanks 
to God always, because of God’s grace that was 
given in Christ Jesus. Please give generously. 
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