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While your congregation may observe it at any time, United Methodist Student Day is 
traditionally celebrated on the last Sunday of November. In 2020, the date coincides with the 
First Sunday in Advent. This liturgy is based on the lectionary readings for Nov. 29, 2020, and 
can be adapted for any Sunday and to fit your context. 

The sermon starter, offering talk and children’s message are designed to work together 
or stand alone to celebrate United Methodist Student Day in your congregation. Find these 
resources in the UMSD pastor and leader’s kit.

Consider inviting students in your congregation to serve as liturgists to lead one or more of 
these prayers.
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INVOCATION
Based on Isaiah 64:1-9, Mark 13:24-37, 1 
Corinthians 1:3-9 (CEB)

God of hope,

Th ank you for accomplishing wonders beyond  
all our expectations.

You are the potter who molds each one of us. 
 We  gather as your people, shaped uniquely  

in your image.

In this season of waiting,

po ur out your Holy Spirit and reveal to us your 
wisdom and knowledge. 

Keep us alert to 
hear your word for us today,
see your presence in the face of one another
and perceive the spiritual gifts you have given to us.

Th ank you for the United Methodist students in 
this congregation and throughout the world. 

We  are ready to respond to your invitation to 
partner with them in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/united-methodist-student-day-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit


CALL TO WORSHIP 
Based on 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 and  
Mark 13:24-37 (CEB)

Leader: Grace to you and peace from God.
People: We gather with expectation, alert to 
Christ’s words that do not pass away. 

Leader: I thank God always for you.
People: We gather with expectation, alert to 
the Human One coming in the clouds with great 
power and splendor.

Leader: I give thanks for God’s grace that was 
given to you in Christ Jesus. 
People: We gather with expectation, alert to 
new branches and leaves sprouting among us. 

Leader: Today we are called into partnership with 
God’s son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: We gather with expectation, alert to the 
revealing of God’s message of hope for us today.

OFFERING PRAYER
Gracious God, you have given us so much.  
Th ank you for the opportunity to invest in your 

children who are growing and learning in 
body, mind and spirit. Keep them alert to your 
presence in their lives. 

Bl ess these gifts and multiply them to touch 
the lives of everyone with whom each United 
Methodist scholar connects. Continue to be at 
work in all students, revealing through them 
your gift of hope.

Amen.

BENEDICTION
Go  into the world, alert to the ways God calls you 

into partnership.
Be  prepared for the Holy Spirit to reveal new 

understandings and knowledge.
Wi th everyone you meet, share the hope that is 

found as a student of Jesus Christ. 
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