
PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

CREATING THE GARDEN
The reading from Genesis 1:1-2:4 is long but offers plenty of visuals that engage children. 
Depending on the demographics in your congregation, split up the reading and adjust the 
procession to fit your context. In the following format, older students participate in the reading 
while younger students form a procession from the back of the sanctuary and carry symbolic 
items to the front to create a garden as the story is read. Use items that you have on hand that 
fit the story. The children will remain up front while the rest of the story is read. Include the 
reading in the bulletin or on the screen so that the congregation can respond as indicated.

GENESIS 1:1 - 2:4A 
PASTOR: In the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of  
the waters.

STUDENT: Then God said, “Let there be light”;  
and there was light.

Place lit pillar candles.

ALL: And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness.

PASTOR: God called the light Day, and the darkness 
God called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 

STUDENT: And God said, “Let there be a dome in 
the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.”

Drape blue fabric to represent the sky.

ALL: So God made the dome and separated the 
waters that were under the dome from the 
waters that were above the dome. And it was so.

PASTOR: God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day.

STUDENT: And God said, “Let the waters under the 
sky be gathered together into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.” And it was so.

ALL: God called the dry land Earth, and the 
waters that were gathered together God called 
Seas. And God saw that it was good. 

Drape blue fabric on the floor to represent water.

PASTOR: Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of 
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed 
in it.” And it was so.
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STUDENT: The earth brought forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind 
on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it. And 
God saw that it was good.

Place potted flowers and trees and a bowl of fruit.

ALL: And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day.

PASTOR: And God said, “Let there be lights in the 
dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons 
and for days and years, and let them be lights in 
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” 
And it was so.

STUDENT: God made the two great lights — the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to 
rule the night — and the stars. God set them in 
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 
to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And God 
saw that it was good.

String twinkly party lights to represent stars.

ALL: And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day.

PASTOR: And God said, “Let the waters bring forth 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky.”

STUDENT: So God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, of every 
kind, with which the waters swarm, and every 

winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it 
was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and 
let birds multiply on the earth.”

Place a bowl of fish near the blue “water” fabric.

ALL: And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fifth day.

PASTOR: And God said, “Let the earth bring forth 
living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every 
kind.” And it was so. 

STUDENT: God made the wild animals of the earth 
of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and 
everything that creeps upon the ground of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good.

Place stuffed animals around the area.

PASTOR: Then God said, “Let us make humankind 
in our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creeps upon  
the earth.”

Invite all the students to sit in a circle in “the 
garden” while the rest of the story is read.

STUDENT: So God created humankind in God’s 
image; male and female God created them.

ALL: God blessed them, and God said to them, 
“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 



subdue it; and have dominion over the fish  
of the sea and over the birds of the air and 
over every living thing that moves upon  
the earth.”

PASTOR: God said, “See, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all 
the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 
shall have them for food.

STUDENT: And to every beast of the earth, and to 
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for food.”  
And it was so.

ALL: God saw everything that God had made, and 
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day.

PASTOR: Thus, the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all their multitude. And on the 
seventh day God finished the work that God had 
done, and rested on the seventh day from all the 
work that God had done.

STUDENT: So God blessed the seventh day and 
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the 
work that God had done in creation.

ALL: These are the generations of the heavens 
and the earth when they were created.

PASTOR: The Word of God for the people of God

ALL: AND IT IS GOOD! AMEN.

SAY TO THE CHILDREN:
Thank you so much for helping us create such a 
beautiful garden. Isn’t it wonderful how God made 
everything so perfectly? God worked really hard 
to make sure there was enough for everyone. God 
wanted us all to live together without fighting. God 
asked people to take care of this wonderful world.

But, sadly, as more people filled the earth, people 
became greedier and started fighting more. And 
people haven’t done such a great job of caring  
for the earth.

As Christians, we want to follow Jesus and make 
sure that God’s world and the people and the 
animals in it are cared for. 

Today, we are celebrating a special day called 
Peace with Justice Sunday. We are working with 
other churches to think about specific ways that 
we can share all God has given to us and make 
sure everyone has what they need. 

What are some ways to make sure that everything 
God made is cared for?

(Invite children to share their answers)

PLEASE PRAY WITH ME:
Holy Creator, thank you for this wonderful earth 
that you made. Thank you for the trees and the 
flowers, the sky and the ocean. Thank you for 
these children whom you love and call “good.” 
Help us to treat the earth better. Help us to be 
peace builders and justice seekers. Amen.
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