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A LEADERS’ GUIDE FOR UMCOR SUNDAY
BASED ON LUKE 12:29-34, NRSV

WHAT IS YOUR 
TREASURE?



UMCOR SUNDAY
A PASTOR’S AND LEADER’S RESOURCE GUIDE 
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“And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and 
do not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these 
things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, strive for his[a]
kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. Do not be afraid, little 
flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 
possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an 
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Luke 12:29-34, NRSV

Dear Church Leader,

United Methodists celebrate UMCOR Sunday on the fourth Sunday of Lent. Because of the UMCOR Sunday 
(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) offering, the United Methodist Committee on Relief can cover its 
administrative costs. UMCOR Sunday is one of United Methodism’s six churchwide special Sundays with 
offerings.

This special offering directly affects UMCOR’s ability to respond immediately to disasters and other 
calamities.  

Use this guide to plan a comprehensive approach to UMCOR Sunday through the lens of Luke 12:29-34. What 
are your fears? What is your treasure? As you lead your congregation, children’s ministry and small-group 
discussions, please use and adapt the resources found in this resource guide to fit your context.

This Lent, thank you for journeying as an ambassador for Christ: rebuilding communities, welcoming the 
stranger, and ensuring access to clean water and food. 
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Strengthen the UMCOR Sunday message throughout your worship service. This liturgy is designed to connect with 
the Gospel message while reinforcing the treasure that we share through UMCOR. You can print the prayers in the 
bulletin or project them on screens, depending on your church’s culture.

INVOCATION

Holy provider,

Thank you for this opportunity to worship you once again.

Remove our anxiety.

Remind us of our abundance.

Move us to offer our treasure in ways that please you.

We pray all of this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP

We gather today as God’s flock, ready to go where we are led.

We seek God’s treasure in our worship and our praise.

We gather in community, connected to sisters and brothers around the world.

We seek God’s treasure in our mission and our gifts.

We gather with our hearts oriented to Jesus. 

We seek God’s treasure as we offer signs of hope on this UMCOR Sunday.

UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS

Divine parent, our hearts are so often filled with worry and anxiety. Our sense of scarcity often gets in 

the way of helping our neighbors in times of disaster. It can be overwhelming when we see suffering and 

feel we cannot do anything about it. 

Forgive us when we don’t respond. Help us to see the treasure that comes from you. Remind us that, 

together in community, we can make a difference and bring hope to God’s people. Amen. 

(Remain silent.)

UMCOR SUNDAY

LITURGY

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

It is God’s good pleasure to provide for you and to 
offer forgiveness. Be assured of this good news. 
In the name of Jesus, you are forgiven.
Glory to God. Amen

OFFERING

Jesus tells us to sell our possessions and give 
freely, putting our trust in a far greater treasure. 
May these tithes and offerings be part of 
building God’s realm by repairing communities, 
welcoming the stranger, and ensuring access to 
clean water and food. 

BENEDICTION

“Little flock,” you have everything you need. As 
you go into the world, boldly share the treasure 
of the good news found in Jesus Christ. 

May the Triune God lead you to relieve suffering.
 
May the Holy Spirit fill you with a spirit of 
generosity. 

May all whom you meet know the love and grace 
of Jesus Christ.

UMCOR SUNDAY
LITURGY
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UMCOR SUNDAY

CORNELIA
Cornelia was 85 years old when Typhoon Haiyan destroyed 
most of her community in Barangay Calogcog in Tanauan, 
Philippines. Of the 20 family members who took shelter 
in her daughter’s home, only she and two others survived 
when a tidal wave engulfed the land.

Cornelia is a survivor. She survived a major typhoon when 
she was a little girl in 1937. She survived the Japanese 
soldiers who burned down their homes and enslaved 
Filipinos in World War II. And she survived Typhoon Haiyan 
on Nov. 8, 2013. 

Long after the news media left, UMCOR spent years in 
Barangay Calogcog, working with the local community to 
rebuild after the typhoon.

Cornelia said, “I can’t use my hands to crochet 
anymore, I can’t see well enough to thread a needle, and 
it is hard for me to hear, but I am still here, and I can 
still smile. Thank you, UMCOR.”

It’s important not to romanticize or minimalize pain and 
suffering. We try to avoid theology that claims that God 
tests us or subjects us to distress. At the same time, 
we can become aware of a depth and richness to life, 
even amid struggles, when we recognize God’s loving 
presence on the journey with us. I believe that Cornelia 
has experienced that presence in part through The United 
Methodist Church.

“Do not keep worrying” — Luke 12:29b

Our lives are full of uncertainty that can lead to anxiety 
and fear. Fear keeps us separated from experiencing the 
certainty of God’s loving presence in our lives. 

In this era of 24-hour news cycles and social media, where 
everyone strives to share information and get answers 
immediately, perhaps we are trying to create an illusion 
of control. What happens if, instead, we set aside fear 
and anxiety when faced with situations of overwhelming 
magnitude and put our trust in God?

JESUS REASSURES US IN THIS MORNING’S GOSPEL 
READING THAT WORRY IS A WASTE OF ENERGY. 

Worrying about things that may or may not happen is not 
productive. 

Amid humanitarian and personal crises, God’s hope 
replaces worry and, in part, shows up as the hands and 
feet of Christ lived out by United Methodists through 
UMCOR. God’s hope shows up in the form of emergency 
food purchased from local merchants. It shows up in 
housing, schools, jobs, and the ministry of presence in the 
midst of disaster.

SERMON STARTER

“For where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also.” — Luke 12:34Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.” When we invest in something, we begin to care about 

it. That sense of caring is reflected in how we spend our 

money and our time in all aspects of our lives. In our United Methodist membership vows, we commit to 

supporting the ministries of this congregation and the 

denomination with five treasures: prayers, presence, gifts, 

service and witness. What is on our heart to pray for and how 

do we speak about Jesus with others? How do we represent 

part of this body of Christ called (name congregation) when 

we move beyond these walls?
We are called as Christians, not just to sit here and enjoy a 

nice worship service, but also to be moved to recognize and 

respond to the extraordinary invitation to partner with God. 

We hear this invitation in the prayer that Jesus taught us, 

creating the kingdom “on earth as it is in heaven.” 
When we keep Christ as the center of our ministry with 

others, we begin to understand that kingdom building 

isn’t about us. Contributing to the beloved community is 

not a “feel-good” move. Sharing our treasure is a means 

of responding to God’s invitation to bring healing and 

wholeness to God’s broken world through the power and love 

of Jesus Christ. 

UMCOR SUNDAYOne way we make an impact as a congregation is through 

our special Sunday offerings. Today, that offering will benefit 

UMCOR. We are not called to respond to the needs of the 

world on our own. We do it in community, sharing our gifts 

for joint denominational ministry through UMCOR. 
We have “purses … that do not wear out” (Luke 12:33) 

when we allow the Spirit to guide us through a holy treasure 

map that crosses boundaries into compassionate action. We 

connect with the giving of other United Methodists so that 

UMCOR can respond to disasters on our behalf as soon as 

the need is known.

Through this connection, in times of grief, sorrow, crisis and 

pain, we need not be afraid. We are connected as the body of 

Christ when we trust in God’s abundance. I INVITE YOU TO BRING YOUR TREASURE AND YOUR HEART 

TOGETHER IN FAITH THIS MORNING. AMEN.

UMCOR SUNDAYSERMON STARTER

Times of disaster can fill people with a sense of fear and despair. Jesus tells us in Luke 12:29-34 that when we 
focus on building up God’s kingdom, we move to a place of hope. “For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also,” Jesus says in verse 34. Help your congregation experience the treasure of UMCOR as a source that builds 
hope in communities that have experienced crisis.
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The offering talk explains the value of UMCOR Sunday. Has someone been on a Volunteer in Mission journey 
or part of an UMCOR response team? Invite him or her to speak about the experience. Or maybe your 
congregation or community experienced a natural or humanitarian disaster and UMCOR was part of the 
response. If your congregation recently contributed to an UMCOR Advance project, share an update on how 
that gift was used. In addition to these talking points, be sure to highlight any specific connections between 
your congregation and UMCOR.

UMCOR SUNDAY

Did you know that the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief doesn’t receive apportionment funds? 

Because of gifts received through offerings like UMCOR 
Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing), UMCOR can 
cover its administrative costs. 

When we join with other United Methodists to support 
UMCOR, our gifts allow for an immediate response when 
floods, storms, earthquakes, fires and other disasters 
overwhelm communities in the United States and around 
the world. Through relationships with local organizations 
and trained community leaders, UMCOR activates its 
network and provides emergency funds as soon as urgent 
needs are known. 

UMCOR truly is one of the best ways that we as, a local 
church, make a meaningful difference in the lives of 
people in our own backyards and around the world. 

The UMCOR staff is very small. Because of churches 
like (name congregation), UMCOR has been a beacon of 
hope throughout the world for nearly 80 years. We know 
firsthand how UMCOR is at work in our local communities 
responding to (name any local disasters that affected your 
community, state or region in recent years). 

•  WE ARE UMCOR as we journey with people who long 
for healing and hope. 

•  WE ARE UMCOR when we provide school kits 
assembled by this congregation and shared with 
students around the world. 

•  WE ARE UMCOR when we receive today’s offering 
to help cover administrative costs so that when a 
disaster strikes, the UMCOR network is in a position of 
strength to help our sisters and brothers in need. 

THANK YOU FOR ALL THE WAYS THAT YOU JOIN 
WITH OTHER UNITED METHODISTS TO BRING THE 
TREASURE OF HEALING AND HOPE TO GOD’S CHILDREN 
AROUND THE WORLD. 

OFFERING TALK

THIS OFFERING TALK EXPLAINS THE VALUE OF UMCOR SUNDAY. 
Has someone been on a Volunteer in Mission journey or part of a United Methodist Committee on Relief response 
team? Invite him or her to speak about the experience. Or maybe your congregation or community has experienced 
a natural or humanitarian disaster and UMCOR was part of the response. Has your congregation recently contributed 
to an UMCOR Advance project? In addition to these talking points, be sure to highlight any specific connections 
between your congregation and UMCOR.

PLEASE BE PART OF THE TRANSFORMATION. PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY.
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UMCOR SUNDAY
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

BEFORE WORSHIP:
Ask each person in the congregation to hold an item from 
an UMCOR school kit:
 

• One pair blunt scissors
• One box of 24 crayons
• Three one-subject notebooks
• One pack of loose-leaf paper
• One pencil sharpener
• One ruler
• Six unsharpened pencils
• One eraser 

Prepare a box to look like a treasure chest (or just wrap a 
box in brown paper and write the word “treasure” on it).

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Hold the treasure box and say to the children:
In today’s Bible reading, we heard Jesus say that where 
our treasure is, there we will also find our heart. I think he 
meant that the things we consider most important are a 
sign of what kind of people we are.

What does God want us to care most about? 
(Listen for some answers.)
 

•  God wants us to treasure our relationship   
with Jesus. 

•  God also wants us to treasure our relationships  
with other people. 

In some places in the United States and around the world, 
children don’t have the school supplies they need to be 
strong students. Maybe they lost a lot through a hurricane, 
war or some other disaster.
 
Our church is part of a very important organization called 
UMCOR – the United Methodist Committee on Relief. 
UMCOR works with communities after a disaster to help 
repair the damage. One thing they do is collect school kits 
to send to children who need them. 

Today, we will go on a treasure hunt and find school 
supplies to put in this treasure chest. Will you follow me? 

•  When you see the item that I name,   
shout out “UMCOR!” and we will put the item   
in our treasure chest.

•  As you name each item, ask the congregant who is 
holding that item to put it in the aisle    
for the children to find. 

•  When all items have been placed in the treasure box, 
carry the box to the alter and ask the students to pray.

PRAYER:
Thank you, God, for pencils, paper and scissors. 
Thank you for UMCOR.
Thank you for treasuring each of us. 
Bless these gifts and the students who receive them.
May your children gathered here and the recipients of the 
school kits grow in wisdom and strength to serve you in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.

CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCE

Take the children in your congregation on a treasure hunt for school supplies. Engage children and adults 
in an interactive walk around your worship space. 
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Give children their own bulletin that highlights 
the UMCOR Sunday theme. Prayer, Scripture, 
a coloring page, a maze and word games help 
children engage with the Gospel lesson through 
multisensory interaction. 

UMCOR SUNDAYCHILDREN’S BULLETIN
“Do not be afraid, little flock.”

— Luke 12:32a, NRSV

CHILDREN’S RESOURCE

“For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” 

— Luke 12:34, NRSVFollow the maze to get to the treasure.

PRAYER: 
Thank you, God, for treasuring me. Help me to trust 

in you. Show me how better to share what I have with 

others. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.

TREASURE HUNT
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If you have a separate children’s church or Sunday school, use this activity to prepare school kits for UMCOR to 
distribute to students around the world. This is a great opportunity for teens to assist younger children.

UMCOR SUNDAYCHILDREN’S RESOURCE: SCHOOL KIT ASSEMBLY

AFTER ASSEMBLING

If you have time after the assembly, watch this video. Share the story of young people from Syria who benefit from the school kits: 

https://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/news-stories/2017/january/0824syrian-refugees-receive-relief-in-lebanon 

ONCE ALL OF THE SCHOOL KITS ARE PUT IN BOXES, INVITE THE STUDENTS TO PUT THEIR HANDS ON THE BOX AND PRAY:

Dear God, as these treasures move from our hands and hearts into the lives of other students,    
bless each item and every person who receives a kit. May they feel the love that we send in this gift. God, we pray that each school supply kit will be a sign of hope for the person who uses it. May they experience your love and peace. Amen.

CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCE

UMCOR SUNDAY
CHILDREN’S RESOURCE: SCHOOL KIT ASSEMBLY

IF YOU HAVE A SEPARATE CHILDREN’S CHURCH OR SUNDAY SCHOOL, USE THIS ACTIVITY TO PREPARE SCHOOL KITS FOR 
UMCOR TO DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS AROUND THE WORLD. THIS IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR TEENS TO ASSIST WITH 
YOUNGER CHILDREN.

BEFORE THE UMCOR SUNDAY

Several weeks before UMCOR Sunday, begin asking for donations of 
school supplies or purchase them in bulk. Click the laptop image to 
access pecifications for the supplies. 
(https://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/School)

ON UMCOR SUNDAY

Show the students a video that explains how to assemble the kits: 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQH_8CGZ9Kw&feature=youtu.be)

Arrange the supplies in an assembly line. Depending on how many 
students you have, you may want to set up for more than one team. 
Each student is responsible for one item, and they pass it in the order 
indicated in the assembly directions below. The last person puts the 
package in a resealable plastic bag. 

ASSEMBLY DIRECTIONS

1. Stack all paper items on top of each other.
2. Place all loose items on top of paper. (Small, loose items may be placed in a smaller resealable bag.)
3. Place kit inside resealable bag and seal.

CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCE
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Using these conversation prompts and activity, guide your small group through the Gospel lesson from 
Luke 12:29-34 and make connections to the needs in your local community and the world. 

SMALL-GROUP ACTIVITY: QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

In this Scripture reading, Jesus outlines different worries that people experience and suggests that worrying interferes 

with living abundantly in relationship with God. 

 
• What are some worries or anxieties that you experience (that are not clinical in nature)? 

• How do these worries interfere with or enhance your faith journey? 

• What means of grace would help you trust more completely in God? 

• Can you imagine how your life would be different if you no longer worried about these problems?

Jesus uses food and drink as examples of what not to worry about. Food insecurity, however, is a life-or-death reality for 

many people. 

• How is food insecurity addressed in your community? 

• Who are the people most vulnerable to hunger-related issues? 

• How does hunger or other lack of basic needs affect a person’s ability to function in the world? 

•  What are some ways this congregation meets or might help meet the needs of neighbors      

who do not have enough to eat?

Jesus says, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” What do you think he means by this? 

• What in your life do you treasure? Do those treasures enhance your relationship with God? Why or why not? 

•  Do you hold onto physical items or emotional attitudes as if they are a treasure? Do they disrupt your relationship 

with God or with others? 

• If so, how might you begin to release them to create space and orient your heart toward God? 

•  When a person or community experiences a disaster or crisis and loses what was previously treasured, values 

are often reevaluated. Talk about a time that you had a new perspective that caused you to reprioritize what was 

important to you. 

Using these conversation prompts and this activity, guide your small group through Luke 12:29-34 and make 

connections to needs in your local community and the world.  Consider ways in which small groups can engage in 

fundraising to prepare an offering for UMCOR Sunday. This offering is important because it covers the administrative 

needs of the United Methodist Committee on Relief so that when disasters occur, 100% of donations are directed to 

where they are most needed.

UMCOR SUNDAY

SMALL-GROUP RESOURCES   

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY: BRIGHT SPOTS
Disaster response can feel overwhelming, particularly for those in the midst of the crisis. But the business of the church is 
not despair. God calls us, as disciples of Jesus Christ, to bring healing and hope. For nearly 80 years, UMCOR has been a 
voice of conscience – a source of hopeful treasure on behalf of The United Methodist Church and its predecessors.For this activity, assign each person a current-event situation from the UMCOR website (www.umcor.org) that feels 

overwhelming. Using the website and through other news sources, invite each person to identify signs of good news. Ask 
each person to share a “bright spots” report to the group from the perspective of how lives and communities are being 
transformed. Some examples include the people and organizations that help; survivors who have stories of courage and 
grace; and the ways in which people support one another.

CLOSE IN PRAYER:

Holy God, you are faithful to us, even when we disappoint you. Help us to trust you to lead us in ways that build up your beloved community. Be with those who are experiencing humanitarian crisis.Be with those who are responding to disasters. We are bound together as sisters and brothers made in your image.  May your love pour out from us in the form of food, 
medicine, homes, clean water, hope and grace in Jesus’ name. Amen.

“And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
 — Luke 12:29-34, NRSV

UMCOR SUNDAY
SMALL-GROUP ACTIVITY
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We’ve developed three short messages for you to publish on the pastor’s blog or your church’s mission page to 
promote UMCOR Sunday. But don’t stop there! It’s also helpful to share the message with the congregation in the 
bulletin, as part of a newsletter and through email. 

 
UMC // UMCOR - NEWSLETTER BLURBS 

BLURB 1 
 
DO YOU KNOW UMCOR? UMCOR stands for United Methodist Committee on Relief and will be the focal point of a 

Special Sunday Service in March. When watching disaster unfold around the globe, many 

of us feel the call to help but are at a loss as to what we can actually do to help. UMCOR 

Sunday is the day for congregations around the globe to help. 
 
UMCOR offers aid in Jesus’ name to those who suffer: 

● When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded. 
● When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded. 

● When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded. 

 
And when the next crisis occurs, we will be prepared to respond. 

 
On this Special Sunday on March 31, 2019, our generosity as a church covers the operating 

budget of UMCOR. This allows them to funnel 100% of other donations received throughout 

the year directly to relief efforts.   
UMCOR Sunday is where we come together to help. 
 
If you want to learn more about UMCOR visit: www.umcgiving.org/UMCOR 

 
 
BLURB 2 
 
FROM “THEY” TO “WE” UMCOR is the United Methodist Committee on Relief, and yet they are anything but a 

typical committee. They are a program by the General Board of Global Ministries taking 

action when disaster strikes around the globe.  
 
We will be highlighting UMCOR during our next Special Sunday, on March 31st.  

 
UMCOR acts as the hands and feet of Christ’s church, moving towards the most 

vulnerable in their time of need. Helping people in their darkest days doesn’t have to be 

something “they” do, it can be something “we” do. We hope that you will give 

generously this upcoming UMCOR Sunday so that we, along with our United Methodist 

congregations around the globe, can share compassionate relief in the midst of devastation.  

 
Until then, let’s be praying for the volunteers, the lives they touch, and for hearts to be 

moved. 
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Resource 
Guide

UMCOR 
Sunday

UMCOR
Youth Resources for this Special Sunday

PLAYBOOK
UMCOR

www.umcgiving.org/oghs

UMCOR was created to be a “voice of conscience” for the 
denomination. Explore more deeply the themes that UMCOR 
represents by reading books, coordinating mission projects, 
raising awareness and engaging youth. 

These resource guides offer plenty of options for sharing 
the spirit of UMCOR. 
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Use these infographics as a tool for stirring creativity in your congregation as you prepare for UMCOR Sunday. 
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Prepare your community for UMCOR Sunday by posting information on social media. Post these graphics on 
Facebook, send them to your email list with a message, or share on your church’s website. Use them alone or post 
with a hashtag to personalize for your community. If you have photos from mission trips in which your congregation 
has participated, be sure to include them. For maximum impact, schedule two to three images a week between 
now and March 31. Printing the images and displaying them around your church can educate your congregation 
about how each gift allows UMCOR to respond immediately to floods, famine, storms, earthquakes and other 
disasters by supporting the organization’s cost of doing business.
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Through videos, people can learn firsthand how UMCOR brings hope to communities devastated by disasters, war 
and conflict. Share them in small groups, watch them in worship or post on social media. 



VIDEOS
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VISIT WWW.UMCGIVING.ORG/UMCOR FOR MORE FREE RESOURCES 
AND INFORMATION ABOUT UMCOR SUNDAY.

http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/umcor-sunday-pastor-and-leaders-kit
http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/umcor-sunday-pastor-and-leaders-kit

