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Dear Church Leader,

Peace with Justice Sunday is traditionally celebrated on Trinity Sunday (the first Sunday after 
Pentecost), which this year is June 16. One of The United Methodist Church’s six special 
Sunday offerings, Peace with Justice Sunday supports annual conference ministries as well 
as global denominational work.

If your church has a social action committee, include them in planning a comprehensive 
campaign that engages the congregation in living faith, seeking justice and pursuing peace.
 
When your church receives an offering for Peace with Justice Sunday, half of the money is 
used in your annual conference and half supports the ministries of the General Board of 
Church and Society. 

Peace with Justice sunday funds are used through united Methodist channels to:
•  relate the gospel of Jesus Christ to the church, communities and the world   

in which members live;
• bring the whole of human life into conformity with God’s will; and
• show that reconciliation involves personal, social and civic righteousness.

Peace with Justice Sunday is an opportunity for United Methodists to highlight the Social 
Principles that are an integral part of our Wesleyan heritage. Please use and adapt the 
resources in this kit to promote Peace with Justice Sunday. Thank you for encouraging your 
congregation to give generously on June 16.
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Worship resource: Liturgy

Incorporate the Peace with Justice Sunday theme throughout the worship service, with 
Scripture-based prayers, a Doxology for Peace and the United Methodist Social Creed 
and Litany. 

• Adapt them for your context and focus on the concerns of your community. 
• Print prayers in the bulletin or projected them on a screen. 
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We confess that when injustice does not 
directly affect us, we find it too easy to look 
the other way. 
We become frozen when we face the 
enormity of peacemaking, even though we 
know that the Body of Christ suffers when 
any of our sisters or brothers suffer. 

Forgive us for our fear, complacency and 
complicity. Encourage us to leverage our 
privilege and use our resources to replace 
unjust systems with Beloved Community. 
(Hold silence.)

Words of assurance

L: We are loved so much that God sent Jesus 
to us, not to condemn us, but to be saved 
through him. The prophet Isaiah wrote, “Your 
guilt has departed and your sin is blotted 
out.” In the name of Jesus, you are forgiven.
P: Thank you, God. Amen.

scrIpture readIng

Isaiah 6:1-8 
Romans 8:12-17  
Matthew 25:31-46

sermon 

“Here I Am. Send Me.”
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our socIal creed

We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of creation. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, and we repent of our 
sin in misusing these gifts to idolatrous ends.

We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its preservation, 
enhancement, and faithful use by humankind.
We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings of community, sexuality, marriage, 
and the family.

We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, youth, young adults, the 
aging, and people with disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; and to the rights 
and dignity of all persons.

We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory of God and the good of 
themselves and others and in the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the rights to 
property as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and responsible consumption; and in the 
elimination of economic and social distress.

We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the world, to the rule of justice and law among 
nations, and to individual freedom for all people of the world.

We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs and gladly 
accept our commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the world. Amen.

From the Book of Discipline of 
The United Methodist Church - 2016. 
Copyright 2016 by The United 
Methodist Publishing House. 
Used by permission.

“then I heard the voIce of the lord sayIng, ‘Whom shall I send? 
and Who WIll go for us?’ and I saId, ‘here am I. send me!’”

Isaiah 6:8
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God in the Spirit revealed in Jesus Christ,
calls us by grace
to be renewed in the image 
of our Creator,
that we may be one
in divine love for the world.
       
Today is the day
God cares for the integrity of creation,
wills the healing and wholeness of all life,
weeps at the plunder 
of earth’s goodness.
And so shall we.

Today is the day
God embraces all hues of humanity,
delights in diversity and difference,
favors solidarity transforming 
strangers into friends.
And so shall we.

Today is the day
God cries with the masses 
of starving people,
despises growing disparity 
between rich and poor,
demands justice 

for workers in the marketplace.
And so shall we.

Today is the day
God deplores violence in our homes 
and streets,
rebukes the world’s warring madness,
humbles the powerful 
and lifts up the lowly.
And so shall we.

Today is the day
God calls for nations and peoples 
to live in peace,
celebrates where justice 
and mercy embrace,
exults when the wolf 
grazes with the lamb.
And so shall we.

Today is the day
God brings good news to the poor,
proclaims release to the captives,
gives sight to the blind, and
sets the oppressed free.
And so shall we.

prayers of the people: companIon lItany to our socIal creed

From the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist 
Church - 2016. Copyright 2016 by The United 
Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission.
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mIssIon moment
Peace with Justice Sunday Offering

InvItatIon to the offerIng
We are heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ. Let us offer back to God now what 
we have inherited. May these gifts be 
multiplied and used for peace with justice 
in the ministries of this congregation, this 
conference and throughout the world. 

doxology for peace
(origin unknown – tune Old 100th)

Praise God all peoples of the earth,
Praise God for the great gift of birth,
Praise God who rules the nation still,
God bend them to your perfect will.

Praise God the creator of all,
Peoples and nations great and small,
Praise God who maketh wars to cease,
God, lead us in the paths of peace.

BenedIctIon
As we go into the world 
May the Divine Parent lead us to be agents 
of peace with justice
May the Holy Spirit fill us with a spirit not of 
fear, but of adoption
So that all who we meet will know the love 
and grace of Jesus Christ.
Go now in peace.
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InvocatIon

Holy God of Justice and Peace,
Divine parent of all. 
Restore in us a spirit of 
Hope, not fear  
Justice, not corruption 
Peace, not violence
So that we may be agents of your love, 
bearing witness to your glorious salvation,
In the name of the triune God. Amen. 

call to WorshIp

L: God asks us, “Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?”
P: Here am I; send me!

L: God asks us, “Who will visit those who are 
in prison and advocate for a justice system 
that is fair and restorative?”
P: Here am I; send me!

L:  God asks us, “Who will welcome the 
stranger and recognize as family all who 
call to Abba, Allah or Yahweh, regardless of 
country of origin or immigration status?”
P: Here am I; send me!

L: God asks us, “Who will heal the wounds 
of slavery, break the bonds of prejudice and 
oppression, affirm in word and action that 
Black and Brown lives matter as much as 
White lives.”
P: Here am I; send me!

L: God ask us, “Who will care for the earth 
and model a lifestyle rooted in stewardship, 
that shares and protects the goodness 
of creation?”
P: Here am I; send me!
ALL: Lead us, Spirit of God!

call to reconcIlIatIon

L: We are each complicit in systems that 
harm our neighbors and circumvent God’s 
vision of peace with justice. With the 
confidence of God’s children, we confess 
our failings. 

prayer of confessIon

P: Merciful God,
We remember the times that we could have 
spoken truth in love to the bully, the rude 
co-worker, or the racist family member but 
chose instead to stay comfortably silent.  
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Worship resource: sermon starter

When God asks who among us will be agents of peace with justice, as disciples of 
Jesus Christ, we are compelled to respond, “Here I am. Send me.” 

This sermon starter weaves Jesus’ parable of the sheep and goats with Isaiah’s 
response in his vision of God in the temple. Customize current events to reflect the 
concerns of your community. 

We are each recipients of grace. As Christ’s 
representatives, we are called to respond to 
violence and oppression with peace and justice: 

•  I was hungry and you gave me   
food to eat. 

• I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. 
• I was a stranger and you welcomed me.
•  I was naked and you gave me clothes to 

wear.
• I was sick and you took care of me. 
• I was in prison and you visited me.

 
On this Peace with Justice Sunday, we are 
reminded that when God’s children suffer 
injustice, Jesus suffers with them. On the other 
hand, when we build up peace with justice, we 
serve Christ. As disciples, we are compelled to 
respond to God’s mission, saying, in the words of 
Isaiah’s vision, “Here I am. Send me.”

In the Gospel reading we heard this morning, 
Jesus explains that the nations will be separated, 
not by geographic boundary, but by how we have 
cared for one another. It doesn’t matter where 
we live, our nationality or our ethnicity. It doesn’t 
matter what other people are doing or are not 
doing. God asks, “Are you building up peace with 
justice?”

The news is filled with examples of injustice 
and violence. Famine in parts of east Africa is 
compounded by political unrest. Local food 
pantries in the U.S. are intended to be a source 

for emergencies; yet, for many people, they have 
become part of necessary sustenance each month
I Was hungry and you gave me food To eaT.

Lead poisoned the drinking water in Flint, 
Michigan, and tests show that other cities in the 
U.S. are experiencing similar issues. In parts of 
the Appalachia region, it is not uncommon to see 
young children drinking soda out of baby bottles 
because it is cheaper than drinking water.
I Was ThIrsTy and you gave me someThIng To 
drInk. 

The United Nations has declared that 15 days 
in solitary confinement is considered torture; 
yet, some states keep people isolated for 
years. A simple letter from a stranger can give 
hope to someone who is incarcerated, offering 
reassurance that someone on the outside knows 
of his or her existence. 
I Was In prIson and you vIsITed me.

Every person who goes to sleep hungry at night, 
every parent who loses a child to famine or 
disease, every neighbor who finds him or herself 
in line at a food pantry, every family who lacks 
access to clean drinking water or affordable 
health care, every beloved child of God who is in 
prison wondering if he or she is remembered …
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Each of these people has a need that is holy. 
One of the beautiful aspects about the way 
Jesus tells the story of the sheep and the goats 
is that the ones who are like sheep do not even 
realize they have been serving Jesus. “Lord, 
when did we see you . . .?” the righteous ask. 
They aren’t responding to please Jesus. They 
respond, “Here I am. Send me,” because they 
are righteous. They are in right relationship with 
God and neighbor.

John Wesley commented that when people 
don’t have sympathy for the poor, often it is 
because they are not in relationship with them. 
He wrote, “Hence it is, that, according to the 
common observation, one part of the world 
does not know what the other suffers.”

In sharing, we practice building trust and 
building up the body of Christ. When see the 
Divine in others, we respond to our neighbors’ 
needs naturally, not as a burden, but because 
it is who we are as Christians. We move from 
a spirit of mission and charity and begin to 
confront systems that allow injustice to flourish. 
We become agents of peace with justice, 
turning over the structures that allow poverty, 
hunger, sickness and mass incarceration. 

How we use our resources reflects our priorities:
 

•  Are we building up food security, 
employment, living wages, health and 
wellness, abundance and compassion? 

•  Do our systems and policies, budgets and 
legislation look like punishment or like 
compassion? 

•  Do they reflect our United Methodist 
Social Principles? 

Here I am. Send me.
When we experience our connectedness in the 
Divine, we realize that we cannot tolerate that 
sisters and brothers in our community or the 
world are hungry, thirsty, naked, sick or lonely.

“And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family, you did it to me.’” 

Friends, this Divine reign of love has invaded 
the world in Jesus and by its very nature is 
infused with peace with justice. This Divine love 
lives and breathes in each of us and is meant to 
be shared in our words and our actions as we 
recognize and respond, “Here I am. Send me.”

Please stand and say with me “Our Social 
Creed.” (http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/
our-social-creed)

HERE I AM. SEND ME.
SERMON STARTER

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY

“Then I heard The voIce of The Lord sayIng, 
‘Whom shaLL I send? and Who WILL go for us?’
and I saId, ‘here am I. send me!’”
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I saw a sweet video this week. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9N8OXkN0RkIt starts with a little boy putting bottles of juice and cupcakes into his backpack. His mom asks 

where he is going. The boy replies, “I’m going 
to find God.”

The little boy makes his way to the park and 
takes a break, sitting on a bench to eat his 
cupcakes. A homeless woman sits on the 
bench next to him. When the little boy sees 
her, he offers her a cupcake. The two laugh, 
talk, eat and drink together. The little boy 
gives the woman a hug goodbye before heading home to dinner. 

When he gets home, his mom asks, “So did you find him? Did you find God?” And the little boy 

responds, “God is a woman, Mom. And she has the most beautiful smile I’ve ever seen.”

The scene flashes to the park where the homeless woman meets a friend. Seeing her big smile, her 

friend asks her, “What are you so happy about?” The woman responds, “I just ate cupcakes with 

God. He’s much younger than I expected.”

Based on Isaiah 6:1-8 and Matthew 25:31-46

Isaiah 6:8

Meir Kay, Eating Twinkies With God. YouTube, 2017
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If you have a social action committee, invite 
the chair or someone else who is passionate 

about building peace with justice to share 
an offering talk with the congregation. 

It is especially helpful for those who are not 
familiar with the work of Church and Society 

to hear from a trusted member 
of the congregation about why 

this offering is so important. 

Whoever shares the invitation 
to the offering can look into how the 

offering is used in your annual 
conference or adjust the
script in other ways to fit 

your context. 

Worship resource: 
offering taLk
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chiLdren’s resource: chiLdren’s message

Help the children experience what it means to see Christ in another person. 
This retelling of the Leo Tolstoy short story, “Where Love is, God is,” provides a 
tangible way to connect young people with generosity and relationship building as a 
strategy for building peace with justice. 

CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCE

Put the following in a basket or box. During the story, take 

out each item as it is used to serve others. 

• Can of soup

• Box of tea bags

• Loaf of bread

• 3-4 pairs of socks in different sizes and patterns (you can have fun with these)

Say:
We heard a story from the Bible this morning that reminds me of another story. It is a little 

long, so I will change it for our short time. It is based on a story by Leo Tolstoy called “Where 

Love is, God is.” 

While that Story WaS about “Martin, the ShoeMaker,” our Story today iS 

about “Maureen, the knitter.”

Maureen was an old woman in a small village (feel free to adapt the type of town to your 

setting). One very cold winter evening, she wrapped herself in a blanket, sat in her rocking 

chair and fell asleep.

She heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am going to visit you tonight.”

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY

HERE I AM. SEND ME.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Help the children experience what it means to see Christ in another person. This retelling 

of the Leo Tolstoy short story, “Where Love is, God is,” provides a tangible way to connect 

young people with generosity and relationship building as a strategy for building peace 

with justice. Matthew 25:31-46

CHILDREN’S 

RESOURCE

if JeSuS Were going to viSit you, What are SoMe thingS you Might do? (Allow the students to respond.)

exactly! So, Maureen Woke up and began getting ready. 
She put on a pot of soup, boiled some water for tea, made a loaf of bread and began knitting a special gift for Jesus because her specialty was knitting. That’s why she is called, 
“Maureen, the knitter.”

As she worked, she heard a beautiful sound. Children from the nearby school were singing, door to door. Maureen was so impressed. She knew that like many children in her 
neighborhood, they did not have a lot of money. But they were making the town a little warmer with their beautiful voices. She went outside and offered them each a cup of tea (take out the box of tea) to warm them up and sooth their throats. “I was saving it for a guest, but I have other things for him,” she said.

She went back to her work and heard crying outside. A woman whom she had never seen was carrying a little baby. Maureen asked what was wrong. The woman said she was 
traveling to visit her parents, but her car broke down and the mechanic had already left for 
the day.

Maureen invited the woman inside to warm up by the fire. She offered her some bread (take 
out the loaf of bread) since the soup was not ready. As the woman warmed up, Maureen made a phone call. After hanging up the phone, she told the woman, “My daughter will be 
here in a moment. She fixes cars and will help you.”

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY
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CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCE

CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCE

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

As the woman went outdoors to meet with Maureen’s daughter, Maureen returned to 

making the gift for Jesus. When she looked out the window, she saw Ricky, a man with 

whom she had grown up. Ricky often forgot where he was, and he sometimes wandered 

from home.  She invited him in and gave him some hot soup (take out the can of soup) while 

she called his caretaker to come pick him up. 

Finally, she finished her gift for Jesus. She made an assortment of socks because she wasn’t 

sure what his favorite pattern might be or what size feet Jesus has. It felt good to know she 

could share this talent for knitting with such a special person. This was her finest work, and 

on such a cold night, she felt they would keep Jesus warm and stylish. (Take out the socks)

She glanced out the window and saw a family wearing shoes with holes in them and no 

socks. And what do you think she did? 

(allow the children to respond)

That’s right. She gave them the socks she had made. 

She looked at the clock and SaW it WaS alMoSt Midnight. 

As she sat to read her Bible and waited for Jesus, she opened the Bible. After reading it she 

closed her eyes and thought about the people she met that day. She heard Jesus say:

“I was hungry and you fed me,

I was thirsty and you gave me a drink,

I was a stranger and you welcomed me,

I was sick and you cared for me,

I was shivering and you gave me clothes,

I was in need and you helped me.”

CHILDREN’S RESOURCE

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY
HERE I AM. SEND ME.CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Today, we are thinking about how to build up peace and justice (fairness) in 
our community and in the world. 

one Way We do thiS iS by treating otherS the SaMe Way We Would treat JeSuS. 
We have these items that will be delivered to the food pantry for our 
neighbors in need. We pray that this bread, tea, soup and socks will bring 
the recipients a bit of peace and comfort. As a church, we also want to 
work to create a world where everyone has what he or she needs. I hope that you will look for ways to create peace and fairness when you 

are at school or camp this week. 

pray

Will you pray with me? 

“Thank you, God, for reminding us to help other people and share your 
love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.”
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chiLdren’s resource: chiLdren’s BuLLetin

A special children’s bulletin makes connections with the worship service and the 
peace with justice theme through a coordinated coloring page, word puzzles, prayer 
and Scripture passages.

CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCE
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chiLdren’s resource: activity

Through video, activity, discussion and prayer, students learn about food insecurity 
as an example of injustice. They examine how to seek opportunities to ensure that 
everyone has enough.

CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCE

SupplieS:
• Grapes cut into various-sized bunches 

• Small paper plates 

•  Clear pitcher of water that has some 

coffee grounds in it to make it look 

dirty

•  Fair trade hot chocolate or chocolate 

bars

Greet the children and say:

Today we are celebrating Peace with Justice 

Sunday and thinking about ways our church 

can help make the world fairer. 

Have any of you ever experienced something 

that felt unfair?

(Allow students to share their experiences.) 

Read Matthew 25:35-36, NRSV

Jesus said . . . “
for I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me 

clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, 

I was in prison and you visited me.”

Say, “Now we will eat a SNack aNd 

thiNk about what JeSuS Said.”

Hand out bunches of grapes to the children. 

Make sure some get a bigger bunch than 

others and that there are not enough 

bunches for everyone. 

Pick up the clear pitcher with dirty water in it 

and begin to pour the water into cups. 

aS the childReN begiN to obJect, aSk 

what iS wRoNg. 

• It’s not fair. I didn’t get any grapes.

• That water is dirty.

• My friend only got a couple of grapes. 

Say:
Jesus said, “I was hungry and you gave 

me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink.”

I wonder how we make this situation feel 

fairer.

If the children don’t make the connection, 

guide them into sharing their grapes, 

especially those who have the most. 

CHILDREN’S 

RESOURCE

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY
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CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY
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smaLL group resource & discussion Questions

How do the social justice concerns that Jesus highlights in Matthew 25:31-46 affect your 
community? Explore Faith and Facts cards to develop a peace with justice-based response to 
issues that are important to your congregation.

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne 
of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered 
before him, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king 
will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that 
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 

35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked 
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 
care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 

37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, 
or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 

And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison 
and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least 
of these who are members of my family,[a] you did 
it to me.’ 

41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that 
are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 
not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did 
not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
take care of you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of 
the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And 
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.”

Matthew 25:31-46, NRSV
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SMALL GROUP GUIDE

How do the social justice concerns that Jesus highlights in Matthew 25:31-46 
affect your community? Explore the Faith and Facts cards to develop a peace 
with justice-based response to issues that are important to your congregation. 

A week or two before the small group meets, identify social justice concerns 
that are important to your community or about which people want to learn 
more about The United Methodist Church’s position. Download and print 
(or project on a screen) the corresponding Faith and Facts card(s). You may 
also order a package of them: https://store.umcjustice.org/#!/Faith-&-Facts-
Cards/c/12681533/offset=0&sort=normal

Take TuRNS ReadiNg MaTThew 25:31-46
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SMALL GROUP GUIDE

Watch this video that explains why social justice is 
important to United Methodists: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHjcg-N9c1M

Discuss the differences between mission/charity and peace with justice. 

• What concerns does your church address through relationship building and charity? 
• What concerns does your church address through advocacy and creating systemic change? 

Discuss where in your community Jesus would spend most of his time. 

• Hand out the Faith and Facts card(s) that you will be focusing on. 

Ask a different person to read the facts in each section:

• What does the Bible say?
• What does The United Methodist Church say?
• What do the facts say?
• What do you say? 

Discuss how your small group can work for justice through the community, your annual conference 
and the world. Determine at least one action you will take as a group that will be completed before 
you meet again. 

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY
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SMALL GROUP GUIDE

Close by saying Our Social Creed together:

OuR SOcial cReed

We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of creation. We believe 
in the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, and we repent of our sin in misusing 
these gifts to idolatrous ends.

We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its preservation, 
enhancement, and faithful use by humankind.

We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings of community, sexuality, marriage, and the 
family.

We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, youth, young adults, the aging, and 
people with disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; and to the rights and dignity of all 
persons.

We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory of God and the good of themselves 
and others and in the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the rights to property as a trust from 
God, collective bargaining, and responsible consumption; and in the elimination of economic and 
social distress.

We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the world, to the rule of justice and law among nations, 
and to individual freedom for all people of the world.

We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs and gladly accept our 
commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the world. Amen.

From the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church - 2016. Copyright 2016 by The United Methodist Publishing 
House. Used by permission.

iNTROducTiON

“War is not healthy for children and other living 
things,” was an iconic anti-war slogan during the 
Vietnam War era coined by Lorraine Schneider.

As the most vulnerable among us, children are 
the least involved in war and conflict yet often are 
some of the most affected. Those who survive 
carry deep physical and psychological scars 
throughout their lives. Even when children are 
not in the middle of the violence, they can be 
affected by redistribution of resources to support 
military spending, the loss of a parent, or forced 
migration to flee violence. We see the violence 
of the world spilling into the culture of schools 
in the United States where children routinely 
practice what to do if there is a mass-shooting 
situation. 

Following Jesus does not carry any illusion of 
worldly security. His way is risky. His way is often 
counterintuitive. His way is love and peace that 
isn’t the way of the powers and principalities of 
the world. 

It is important to remember that Christian non-
violence is not passive. The way of Christ is one 
of actively creating peace. 

Peace building is intrusive to our comfortable 
false security. It disturbs the status quo as it 
begins to unveil the peaceable Kingdom, the 
beloved community and the very realm of God. 

Download and print (or 
order) Faith & Fact Cards 
about Peacebuilding: 
HTTP://www.umcjustice.
org/documents/29

Ask different people in the 
small group to each 
read one of the 
Scripture readings on 
the Faith and Fact Card 
under the heading
“What does the Bible say?”

diScuSSiON TOpic: peacebuildiNg fOR childReN’S Sake
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FAITH & FACTSPEACE WITH JUSTICE

PEACEBUILDING

What does the Bible say?
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. (Matthew 5:9)
But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:44-45a)

And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if you do not forgive others, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses. (Matthew 6:12, 14-15)Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:21)So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 

away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  
(2 Corinthians 5:17-18)  

What does The United Methodist  Church say?
We recognize that no nation or culture is absolutely just and right in its treatment of its own people, nor is any nation totally without regard for the welfare of its citizens...While recognizing valid differences in culture and political philosophy, we stand for justice and peace in every nation. (Social Principles ¶165.A) We believe war is incompatible with the teachings and example of Christ…As disciples of Christ, we are called to love our enemies, seek justice, and serve as reconcilers of conflict.  We insist that the first moral duty of all nations is to work together to resolve 

by peaceful means every dispute that arises between or among them...
We endorse general and complete disarmament under strict and effective 
international control. (Social Principles ¶165.C) Peacemaking is an essential task for achieving success in other initiatives.  
Working with the poor to eliminate poverty, caring for children, conducting 
global health initiatives can be most successful in stable and just societies 
free from armed conflict.  To have sufficient resources for these tasks requires 
global peace and disarmament in order to redirect vast amounts of public 
funds now spent on armed forces and weaponry…United Methodist children, 
youth and adults become peacemakers wherever they are. (2016 Book of 
Resolutions, #6126, “A Call for Peacemaking”)

Matthew 5:9

“bleSSed aRe The peaceMakeRS, fOR They 
will be called childReN Of gOd.”
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Watch this video about how war and conflict 
affects children in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. Jerusalem United Methodist 
Church in Lubumbashi, DRC created a 
justice and peace ministry to address the 
issues through advocacy, education, and 
creating systems for healing. 

Ask participants to write down points in the 
video that stand out to them https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lPhXYsq4Q0

aSk QueSTiONS

• What touched your heart in this video? 
• Was there anything that surprised you?
•  What are some of the underlying situations that led to children being victimized?
•  What are some of the strategies that Jerusalem UMC is taking to address injustice and build 

peace?

Ask different people in the small group to each read one of United Methodist statements about 
peacebuilding on the Faith and Fact Card under the heading “What does The United Methodist 
Church say?” After each statement, discuss the implications for this guiding principle. 

Identify places in the world and your local community where children are directly or indirectly affected 
by war and violence.

Read “What do the facts say?” and “What do you say?” and begin to develop a resolution 
statement for your church or annual conference that addresses violence by developing a process for 
peacebuilding in your local community or in the world.  

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY
HERE I AM. SEND ME.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

pRay

From self-righteousness that will not compromise,
and from selfishness that gains by the oppression of others,
O Lord, deliver us. 

From the lust for money or power that drives us to kill, 
O Lord, deliver us. 

From trusting in the weapons of war,
and mistrusting the councils of peace, 
O Lord, deliver us. 

From hearing, believing, and speaking lies about other nations, 
O Lord, deliver us. 

From suspicions and fears that stand in the way of reconciliation, 
O Lord, deliver us. 

From words and deeds that encourage discord, prejudice, and 
hatred; from everything that prevents us from fulfilling your promise 
of peace, 
O Lord, deliver us. Amen. 

 (U.S.A., 20TH CENT., ALT.) ©1992 UMPH
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podcasts

Audio devotionals deepen your congregation’s appreciation of Scripture through the lens of 
peace with justice. Encourage parishioners to listen to a different short meditation each day 
of the week leading up to Peace with Justice Sunday.
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Peace with Justice Sunday
Youth Resources for this Special Sunday

resource guides

Gather your leadership team and use these guides in small groups, including youth, to prepare for 
Peace with Justice Sunday. The reading list provides opportunities for corporate or individual study.  
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BLog copy for posting

“Peacemaking, Peacekeeping and Peacebuilding” is a written reflection that can be posted 
on the pastor’s blog in preparation for Peace with Justice Sunday. Adapt it to fit your voice 
and context or post it for a quick way to set the tone for the Special Sunday. 
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moBiLe WaLLpapers
“God, help us to show kindness and mercy.” (Adapted from Zechariah 7:9)

Do your congregants spend a lot of time looking at their smartphone screens? Give 
them something meaningful to see whenever they pick up the phone. These inspiring 
messages, designed to fit most smartphone screens, include a Scripture verse along with 
a reminder about Peace with Justice Sunday. Invite technologically savvy members to 
help others to install the image. 
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sociaL media resources

•  “Happy are those who observe justice, who do righteousness at all times.”  
Psalm 106:3, NRSV

•  “If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each 
other.” Mother Theresa

•  “Justice denied anywhere diminishes justice everywhere.” Martin Luther King Jr.
•  “On Peace with Justice Sunday, the spirit of truth moves through our 

congregation, pouring out love as we support ministries that build up peace and 
justice in our conference and around the world.”

How will you share your congregation’s message of peace with justice? Quotes and 
Scripture are paired with powerful images that are formatted for you to post through 
your social media networks. For maximum impact, consider posting two to three 
messages a week in the month leading up to Peace with Justice Sunday. 

To personalize, add your own message and hashtag and include information 
about your congregation’s or conference’s relationship with Peace with Justice 
Sunday-supported ministries. 
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videos

Hear from United Methodists about how the Peace with 
Justice Sunday offering has impacted their ministries. 

•  Provide a visual countdown in worship in the weeks 
leading to the Special Sunday. 

•  Post informational videos on social media and your 
website. 

•  Screen a video during a small-group discussion or host a larger conversation and 
strategically show multiple videos to tell the story. 

With dozens of videos from which to choose, we are confident you will find what you need 
to enhance your congregation’s Peace with Justice Sunday. 


