
HUMAN RELATIONS DAY

In today’s Gospel readInG, Jesus 
transforms water that was 
not meant for drInkInG Into a 
celebratory drInk.

He seems to do it reluctantly. We see this 
rather ordinary familial exchange where his 
mother comments to him that the wine has run 
out. Jesus responds to his mother, “Woman 
that’s none of our business. It’s not the time 
for me to do anything about it.”

But Mary, who is aware of all that has already 
happened in their life, tells the servants to 
listen to Jesus. She has faith that he will 
address the situation.

Encouraged by his mother, Jesus offers a 
glimpse of who he is and what he can do to 
the servants and to the disciples in a small, 
remote village of Cana. 

Once again we are reminded that Jesus 
makes himself most accessible to those on the 
margins. In this account, the wedding guests, 
host, and chief steward have no idea of the 
divine grace that is in their midst. Jesus reveals 

himself to the people on the “outside.” It 
is the servants and the disciples who first 
experience a sign of the transformational 
power and glory of Jesus. 

but It took a Gentle push from someone else to 
help Jesus Get there.

This is an all too common pattern. We know 
where it is that we want to be but we are 
waiting for the perfect scenario before we 
take the risk of putting ourselves out there 
to change it. The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
said in response to this reluctance, “the time is 
always right to do what is right.”

IT IS TIME: SERMON STARTER

2 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana Of 
galilee, and the mOther Of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and 
his disCiples had alsO been invited tO the wedding. 3 
when the wine gave Out, the mOther Of Jesus said tO him, 
“they have nO wine.” 4 and Jesus said tO her, “wOman, 
what COnCern is that tO yOu and tO me? my hOur has 
nOt yet COme.” 5 his mOther said tO the servants, “dO 
whatever he tells yOu.” 6 nOw standing there were six 
stOne water Jars fOr the Jewish rites Of purifiCatiOn, 
eaCh hOlding twenty Or thirty gallOns. 7 Jesus said tO 
them, “fill the Jars with water.” and they filled them 
up tO the brim. 8 he said tO them, “nOw draw sOme 
Out, and take it tO the Chief steward.” sO they tOOk it. 
9 when the steward tasted the water that had beCOme 
wine, and did nOt knOw where it Came frOm (thOugh the 
servants whO had drawn the water knew), the steward 
Called the bridegrOOm 10 and said tO him, “everyOne 
serves the gOOd wine first, and then the inferiOr wine 
after the guests have beCOme drunk. but yOu have kept 
the gOOd wine until nOw.” 11 Jesus did this, the first Of 
his signs, in Cana Of galilee, and revealed his glOry; 
and his disCiples believed in him.

John 2: 1-11



HUMAN RELATIONS DAY
IT IS TIME: SERMON STARTER

People don’t want to rock the boat. The issues 
seem too big. We want everyone to get on 
board so that there is minimal push back. We 
don’t want to offend people. 

But in the meantime, while we are insisting 
the time is not right, God’s beloved children 
experience injustice day after day:

(list examples that are meaningful and 
appropriate to your context).  

The list goes on and on and on. These are just 
some examples of complex hurt and suffering.
As people of faith, we are called to transform 
situations even when it seems like all we have 
are some clay pots and undrinkable water. 
Our divine parent is a God of abundance and 
provision. 

To paraphrase Dr. King, when you lean into 
“the arc of the moral universe that bends 
towards justice,” you will often face resistance 
and perhaps even violence. 

At the same time, when you act on the side of 
justice with integrity and follow the teachings 
of Jesus, 

• you will find doors opening, 
• new relationships and connections, 
•  a capacity to respond that you didn’t think 

possible.

Beloveds we are called to be peace builders 
and justice seekers and the Good News is that 
God has equipped us to be disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the Transformation of the World.

 “My hour has not yet come.” (John 2:4 NRSV) 
Jesus told his mother. But then he opened 
himself up to be moved and stepped into his 
ministry for the transformation of the world. 

Friends, the time for silence is over. 
The time for transformation is now! 
It is time to allow yourself to be moved by the 
Holy Spirit out of complicity and into action. 

allow your GIft to be actIvated to work toGether 
wIth others who have dIfferent GIfts. toGether 
we wIll fIll every corner of God’s world wIth the 
Grace and peace and love of Jesus chrIst. 
amen.


