
United Methodist Student Day

BY  THE

NUMBERS
Every year, we set aside time to give generously to students on United Methodist 
Student Day. Over the years, we have raised millions of dollars to help quali�ed 

United Methodist students pursue and gain a college education. Together, we raise 
millions of dollars dedicated to scholarships that empower the leaders of tomorrow. 

But the need is growing. 

450$
When we started United 

Methodist Student Day in 1940, 
yearly tuition at the nation’s top 

schools was $450. �at’s the 
equivalent of $7,000 today.

1,120
College costs skyrocketed from 

1978 to 2016 by 1,120%. �is is 
more than the cost of medical 
care and food cost increases 

combined.

% 2020
By 2020, 65% of all jobs in the 

economy will require 
postsecondary education

and training beyond high school.

$23,000
With cost-of-living increases and 
more amenities at universities, a 

college education costs an average 
of $23,000 annually. �is is out of 

reach for many students.

62% �
Many families say they can’t 
a�ord a college education for 
their children. In America, 
62% cannot a�ord to send 
their children to college.

5
For the past �ve years, college 

enrollment rates are down. �is 
is despite a record high number 

of students completing their 
high school education.

14%
Master of Divinity enrollments are 
down by 14% in the past 10 years. 

�is is at a time when we need more 
pastors than ever before!

$20,000
�e cost of seminary 

tuition alone for 
pastors and ministers 

is up to $20,000 a 
year or more. Many 

students aren’t able to 
a�ord this cost on 

their own. 

Our students need our help. Every year, thousands of quali�ed students apply 
for scholarships from the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. �ese 

United Methodist students are tomorrow’s doctors, lawyers, pastors, teachers, 
engineers … tomorrow’s leaders. Your generosity helps make sure that we can 

say yes to every one of them. 

WILL YOU HELP TOMORROW’S LEADERS? 
Give generously on United Methodist Student Day. Learn more at  umcgiving.org/UMSD.


