4th Quarter 2018
Special Sunday Planner

for United Methodist Student Day

WEEK

OCT
DID YOU
KNOW?
In 1866, the church
established a special
fund for the advanced
education of Sunday school
children and the educational
preparation of people for the
ministry and missionary service.
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10/8

UMSD

10/9

UMSD

10/10

UMSD

Schedule some time as a team to pray
about and dedicate this upcoming
offering to God.
Remind your team that giving on this
Special Sunday is impactful, and that
as leaders, we have an opportunity to
set an example to others when we give
cheerfully and generously.
Encourage your team to share the
podcasts, videos and other resources
at weekly small groups and other
team meetings.

WEEK
10/12

UMSD

10/13

2

Download the e-book How to Promote
United Methodist Student Day and
decide, as a team, which ideas you’d
like to do.

WEEK
UMSD

1

18
3

Pre-schedule social media posts on your
church Facebook page using the
testimonial, quote and Scripture cards
we’ve created for you. There are enough
for a couple of posts each day!

WEEK

OCT
DID YOU KNOW?

10/22

UMSD

Contact General Board of Higher
Education and Ministry
(615) 340-7344 to get names of
scholarship recipients from your
congregation or city.
Invite a recipient to speak briefly
during the worship service or a
Sunday School and share their story

10/27

UMSD

Distribute and share the UMSD
Facebook and Twitter cover photos.
Invite your team to share them on
their own personal pages. The
more promotion the better!
Consider changing the church
Facebook and Twitter page cover
photos as well.

The 1940 General Conference established
Methodist Student Day with a
churchwide offering.

WEEK
11/2

UMSD

11/4

UMSD

DID YOU KNOW?

11/9

UMSD
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5

Print and hang the UMSD poster
in highly trafficked areas.

WEEK

NOV
Today, 62 percent of American families say they
can’t afford to send their children to college.

4

6

Begin using the offering slides
during walk-in and walk-out times

Distribute Children’s Sermon &
Worship Sermon Starters to those who
will be teaching that Sunday. (There
are more resources here as well.)

WEEK
11/11

UMSD

NOV
DID YOU
KNOW?
When we started celebrating Student Day
in 1940, a college education could be
attained for $450 annually. Today, that same
education costs an average of $23,000 each year.

7

Send out congregation emails
reminding people that, right after
Thanksgiving, we have an
opportunity to practice gratitude
through generosity. Send at least four
emails — about one a week — and
include a resource that helps them
understand the importance of this
Special Sunday. These are some good
resources to share with your
congregation through these emails:
- Any of the five infographics
- Links to explainer videos
- Links to podcast videos
- Link to student profile video

11/16

UMSD

Send out congregation emails
reminding people that, right after
Thanksgiving, we have an
opportunity to practice gratitude
through generosity. Send at least four
emails — about one a week — and
include a resource that helps them
understand the importance of this
Special Sunday. These are some good
resources to share with your
congregation through these emails:
- Any of the five infographics
- Links to explainer videos
- Links to podcast videos
- Link to student profile video

DID YOU KNOW?
When we give on this Special Sunday, we are
helping lighten the burden of education.
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100% of your donation goes toward
scholarships for students.

WEEK
11/19

UMSD

NOV

Send out congregation emails
reminding people that, right after
Thanksgiving, we have an
opportunity to practice gratitude
through generosity. Send at least four
emails — about one a week — and
include a resource that helps them
understand the importance of this
Special Sunday. These are some good
resources to share with your
congregation through these emails:
- Any of the five infographics
- Links to explainer videos
- Links to podcast videos
- Link to student profile video

11/22

UMSD

Print and utilize the bulletin inserts.

WEEK
12/9

DEC
DID YOU KNOW?
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87

UMSD

9

Take time to celebrate with your
congregation. Work in the UMSD
thank you videos during
announcements to show the impact
of dollars donated on UMSD.
Keep an eye on and share the gift
status with your congregation. We
update it every year here. This is
something to celebrate together!

Every year, thousands of qualified students apply for a scholarship
from the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. Your
generosity helps make sure we can say yes to everyone one of them.

