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INTRO LETTER
Hello!

On Peace with Justice Sunday, we honor the legacy of our founders as we 
care for and support the marginalized.

We have created many exciting resources you can use as you prepare to 
celebrate Peace with Justice Sunday this year. These resources will help 
you publicize, engage, teach and challenge your members and leadership 
teams toward generosity. 

When we give together generously on this day, we join together to break 
down barriers so that all God’s children have equal access to: 

• Jobs
• Education
• Food
• Clean water 
• Health care 

and so much more.

Together, we will make a lasting impact. Our joint efforts — as 
congregations around the world joined together in mission — affect the 
world. 

Isn’t that exciting? 

These resources are meant to bring this Special Sunday into focus at your 
church. I hope you find much encouragement and inspiration within these 
pages.

God bless you!

-Connectional Giving Team

P.S. You can download our kit for this Special Sunday here: 
umcgiving.org/pwjs  
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WHAT IS 
PEACE 
WITH 
JUSTICE 
SUNDAY?

What is Peace with Justice Sunday? 
Peace with Justice Sunday is a celebration of the advocacy for peace 
and justice through an array of global programs. The special offering is 
administered by the General Board of Church and Society and benefits peace 
with justice ministries in the annual conferences and around the world. 

When do we celebrate Peace with Justice Sunday? 
United Methodists celebrate Peace with Justice Sunday on the first Sunday after 
Pentecost.

Can our church celebrate Peace with Justice Sunday 
at a different time?
Yes! If your local church needs to celebrate this Special Sunday on a different 
date, that is fine! Do not let the given dates prohibit your congregation from 
celebrating Peace with Justice Sunday if you have a time conflict.

How does The United Methodist Church distribute the offerings received on 
Peace with Justice Sunday? 
Your generous gift supports Peace with Justice ministries in your annual conference. The annual conference treasurer retains 
50% of monies for ministries in the annual conference. The annual conference Board of Church and Society or an equivalent 
structure administers this portion.

The remaining 50% is remitted by the annual conference treasurer to the General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA), 
whose treasurer distributes the net receipts, after payment of promotional expenses, to the administering agency for Peace with 
Justice ministries.

How can I give to the Peace with Justice Sunday offering?
You can give online to the Peace with Justice Sunday offering at any time by clicking here.

To give by mail, send checks to:
GCFA
P.O. Box 340029
Nashville, TN 37203
Please put “Peace with Justice Sunday” in the memo of the check.

Where should a local church send offerings for Special Sundays?
Forward offerings to your conference treasurer’s office.

Source:
http://www.umcgiving.org/question-articles/peace-with-justice-sunday-faq 
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WHAT’S IN THE 
RESOURCE KIT?

We’ve put together a great resource kit to help 
you learn about Peace with Justice Sunday. Plus, 
these resources will help you teach your leaders 

and congregation and promote this giving 
opportunity!

Keep reading to see all the elements in this 
resource kit.
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SOCIAL MEDIA
• Facebook Images
• Facebook Countdown Images
• 10-Second Videos for Instagram, Twitter or Facebook

• Quotes
• Did-You-Know Factoids
• Countdown Cards

• Social Media Videos
• Infographic Video

Facebook Images
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SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook Countdown Images

10-Second Videos for Instagram, Twitter, or Facebook
 - Quotes 
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SOCIAL MEDIA
10-Second Videos for Instagram, Twitter, or Facebook
 - Did-You-Know Factoids
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SOCIAL MEDIA
10-Second Videos for Instagram, Twitter, or Facebook
 - Countdown Cards 
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Social Media Videos 
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Infographic Video
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PUBLICITY RESOURCES
• Bulletin Inserts
• Offering Talk Slides 
• Posters

• 8½-by-11 Poster
• Mini Poster

• Printable FAQ about our Ministry in the Congo

Bulletin Inserts 

A Special Sunday

GIVE NOW
Your o�ering changes lives everywhere, 
from our own community to those 
around the world. 

We give so that we may advocate and 
provide others, “The way of peace they 
have not known.” 
Romans 3:17
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PUBLICITY RESOURCES
Offering Talk Slides 

Posters
 - 8½-by-11 Poster

760717

PEACE WITH 
JUSTICE SUNDAY

“This peace looks injustice in the face, cries about it for a while and 
then advocates – and choosing this peace is a happy business.”

sara altman, member, mississippi City united methOdist ChurCh, gulfpOrt, mississippi

Make check payable to your local church or give online at www.umcgiving.org/givePWJS

Your generous gift today encourages
living a gospel of peace.
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PUBLICITY RESOURCES
Printable FAQ about our Ministry in the Congo

Peace with Justice Sunday Q/A about Conflict Minerals 
 
 
What You Need to Know about Conflict Minerals 
The deadliest war since World War II is raging in Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.  More than five 
million people have died since the conflict began in 1998.  The gold, titanium, tantalum and tin that are in 
our computers, mobile phones and other electronic devices 
feed this war. 
 
What are conflict minerals? 
Conflict minerals make up the metals that are mined in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and are used to fuel an 
ongoing war there.  Gold, titanium, tantalum and tin are the 
primary materials that come from rebel-controlled mines in 
Eastern DRC.  They are carried out of the ground on the backs 
of the Congolese people and straight out of the country to form 
essential components in our everyday electronics. 
 
What are the results of the conflict? 
Soldiers from different neighboring countries compete for 
control (and profits) of these mines in Eastern DRC.  They 
maintain control of the people who live in the communities surrounding the mines through repeated rape 
and violence.  According to a 2010 OXFAM report, some 5,000 women in South Kivu were reported raped 
in 2009, alone.  An unknown number of rapes occurred that were never reported, and many women do 
not see help because of social stigma. 
 
How can I help? 
There are many practical ways that you can take action to help the victims of this violence and to reduce 
the use of conflict minerals in electronics. 

 Give to Peace with Justice Sunday, which supports projects like the Jerusalem Justice and Peace 
Ministry (JJPM) in DRC.  JJPM works in mining communities where poverty, rape and violence are 
rife.  JJPM particularly focuses on women and girls who are more vulnerable to violence and 
assault.  Their workshops help educate and empower people about the issues of justice in their 
communities and seek local solutions to help close the gap between rich and poor. 

 Let your legislators know that you care about conflict minerals.  In July 2010, Congress passed 
important legislation as part of the Wall Street Reform Bill that requires companies whose 
products use these minerals to verify that they do not come from DRC or nearby countries.  This is 
an important step in the right direction.  Continued support for this kind of legislation is essential. 

 Let electronics companies know that you care about what goes into their products.  You can 
send a letter to the largest companies at http://www.raisehopeforcongo.org  

 Tell others about conflict minerals, their affect on the people of Congo and what they can do to 
help end the violence. 
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POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS
• Promotional Slides for Walk-In, Walk-Out and Offering Time
• Why We Celebrate Peace with Justice Sunday
• About Peace with Justice Sunday

Peace with Justice Sunday

Please give generously.

VISIT umcgiving.org/pwjs
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CHILDREN’S SERMONS
• Peace with Justice Sunday 
• The Scales of Justice
• Let Us Live in Peace
• What Is Peace?

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 
 
Scripture: “What does the Lord require of you but to 
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God?” Micah 6:8b, NRSV  
 
 
Materials:  

 A picture of the scales of justice  
 The Scripture written on a large piece of 

paper or projected so the children and the 
congregation can read it together (if 
appropriate).  

 
 
Lesson:  
 
Today we’re celebrating Peace with Justice Sunday. It’s a time to remember how God wants us 
to treat other people — especially those others treat unfairly. Let’s read what we’re supposed 
to do. (Read Scripture.) The word “require” means “ask.”  
 
Ask the children questions about what is required of them:  
 
What are some things your parents ask of you? (Children respond)  
 
What are some things your teachers ask of you? (Children respond)  
 
Why do they ask you to do these things? (Children respond)  
 
We just heard what God requires of us: to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God.  
 
Let’s talk a bit more about God’s requirements:  
 
What does justice mean? (Children respond)  
 
Justice means being fair in all we do. If we see something happening that’s unfair, like a 
classmate being blamed for something he or she didn’t do, we should speak up and tell the 
truth.  
 
The word “justice” is often represented by a set of scales like the ones in this picture (show 
picture). If one side is heavier than the other is, the scale gets off balance. Justice means 
everything is in balance. To help you remember justice, I want you to hold both of your arms 
out as if you’re the scale.  
 
God also requires us to “love kindness.” What does it mean to be kind? (Children respond)  
 

 

Peace with Justice Sunday 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Let Us Live in Peace  
 
Leader: In one of our Bible readings today (2 Corinthians 13:11b, NRSV), the apostle Paul tells us to “agree 
with one another, live in peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you.” What does that mean to you?  
 
Children respond.  
 
What does it mean when I say, “Agree with one another, and live in peace”? Does it mean you should agree 
with everyone?  
 
Children respond.  
 
No, it does not mean that. But it means you should not argue with your friends, family or anyone else. You can 
disagree peacefully, while still being kind to others and treating people like brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
So what does it mean to live in peace?  
 
Children respond.  
 
It means not arguing or getting upset or angry. It means not fighting or picking on anyone or threatening to hurt 
someone. It means you should not be a bully.  
 
What is a bully?  
 
Children respond.  
 
Has anyone ever bullied, threatened or picked on you?  
 
Children respond.  
 
Has anyone here ever been a bully to someone else or threatened to hurt another person? Be honest now. Do 
you know what the word “intimidate” means?  
 
Children respond.  
 
It means to cause fear or to make someone afraid. Bullies do that, don’t they? And that’s not good. That’s not 
living in peace with others. Instead, it hurts. It hurts the person who is bullied, and it hurts the bully, too. Why?  
 
Children respond.  
 
Because it’s a sin that separates the bully from God.  
 
The God of love and peace and justice is with people who live in peace. And the bully is away from God, all 
alone. Where would you rather be?  
 
 
 

Peace with Justice Sunday 
 

Preparation: Bring small prizes. Possibilities include a bouncy ball, sticker, pencil, etc. Bring enough 
for each child to have a prize at the end, but only have one prize visible. 
Greet the children as they come forward, and then wait until all the children are seated and attention is 
focused on you. 
 
I just want some peace and quiet! (pause) Have any of you heard a grownup say that? Why do grownups 
say that? 
Allow children to respond. 
 
What do you think peace really is? 
Allow children to respond. Children will likely say things like “quiet” or “not fighting.”   
 
That‘s right. Peace might be quiet, and peace is not fighting. Peace is everyone getting along. Do you 
always get along with people around you?   
Allow children to respond. 
 
Peace is hard sometimes, isn‘t it? It‘s especially hard when we don‘t get our way. Would it be easy to 
keep the peace if I were to give (name of child) a prize and I didn‘t give (name another child) anything? 
What might you say? 
Direct question to the second child who did not get a prize, but allow others to respond as well. Children 
should respond with something like “that‟s not fair.” If they don‟t, help them get there by saying, “If I 
didn‟t get a prize, I might say, „that‟s not...‟” and let the children finish.   
 
That‘s right. It‘s not 
fair. When something 
isn‘t fair, people might 
fight about it and then 
there wouldn‘t be 
peace anymore. If 
everything were fair, 
would it be easier to 
have peace?   
Allow children to 
respond.    
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SERVICE RESOURCES
• Sermon Starter:  Band-Aids Aren’t Enough!
• Litany: Band-Aids Aren’t Enough!
• Litany: Show us, God …
• Special Prayer

Peace With Justice: Band-Aids Aren’t Enough! 
 

Rev. Roger Wolsey, Heritage UMC,  

Amos 2:6-7a; 4:1-2; 5:7,10-12; 6:1, 3-7, 12b & 5:24  

 
It’s been said that a Christian pastors job is to ―comfort the afflicted and to afflict the comfortable‖ - 

and well – as our friends from Texas might put it - I’m fixin’ to do a little bit of both of those things this 

mornin’!  ;  ) 

 

It seems like my 3 year old boy, Andrew, needs Band-Aids all the time! I’m tellin’ ya, the kid has lots 

of boo-boos and owwies!  - Nearly one a day! And its almost always due to him wiping-out in the 

driveway on the green plastic scooter that a certain set of grandparents bought him!  ;  )  

I could just keep putting those Band-aids on him day after day, or I could do something to prevent 

those injuries from taking place in the first place! I could try to find him some little toddler-sized knee 

pads;   

I could buy him some private green plastic scooter lessons!; I could try to make a new rule not 

allowing him to ride it anymore,  - Yeah, right!  ; ) Or, I could ―accidentally‖ forget where that green 

plastic scooter is one night and then ―accidentally‖ back-over it with our minivan the next morning! …- 

Pretty tempting!  ;  ) 

 

The point is, there’s all kinds of options, and I don’t really have to keep on putting those Band-aids on 

him if I can prevent him from having all of those accidents to begin with! 

 

It reminds me of a parable I know. One day a man from a village was standing by a river and he saw 

a baby floating in the water. He let out a yell, dove into the water, swam out, grabbed the child, and 

swam back to shore. The next day another villager also retrieved a baby from the river. By the end of 

the week the villagers had pulled dozens of babies from out of the water. It was hard work. It was 

exhausting work. And it never seemed to end. Well one day, the man who found that first baby 

started to run up a path — not to the river. The people yelled, "Where are you going?  We need 

everyone available to help out!‖ He said, "I’m going upstream to see who keeps throwing these 

babies into the river and try to stop him!"  

 

Powerful story.  It’s about the difference between charity and justice. Charity is like committing those 

―random acts of kindness‖ - its those isolated acts of mercy that attend to certain specific needs, 

things like giving a warm blanket to a homeless person on the street;  or serving a meal to a person 

Peace With Justice: Band-Aids Aren’t Enough! 
 

Amos 2:6-7a; 4:1-2; 5:7,10-12; 6:1,3-7,12b; 5:24 

Prayer of Invocation:  
God of Justice, You saw the Pharaoh mistreating the Israelites, and You responded by calling Your 

servant Moses to lead them out of bondage.  

Later, You sent prophets like Jeremiah, Amos, and Isaiah to stand up for Your children who had been 

pushed to the margins of society.  

Finally, Your son Jesus proclaimed He had come to bring freedom to captives and liberty to the 

oppressed.  

Be with us in this hour of worship as we embrace our mission to carry on in the struggle against the 

injustices that burden Your people! Amen! 

 

Call to Worship/Invocation:  

One: Our world is overwhelmed with suffering and despair; 

Many: Loving God, focus our minds and hearts on Your Spirit of Compassion. 
One: Our world is filled with violence and hatred:   

Many: Loving God, focus our hearts and minds on Your Spirit of Peace! 
One: Our world is one of rife with greed and exploitation: 

Many: Loving God, focus our hearts and minds on Your Spirit of Justice! 
One: Lord, as we gather together this day, we proclaim Your power and love as the center of our 

being. 

Many: And in worship and praise, we embrace Your vision of Peace-Shalom, for us and for all 
Creation!   
    

Offering Prayer  
Generous God, we thank you for the wonderful bounty you’ve bestowed upon humanity.  

Your gifts nourish our tired bodies, give comfort to our troubled minds and replenish our weary souls.  

Accept this offering not only as a token of our appreciation for all that we have,  

but also as a commitment to the ministries of the Church which work to bring economic justice to all 

Your children!  Amen! 

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY 
LITANY 

 
Leader: Show us, God, to see as you see and love as you love.  
 
ALL: Perfect love casts out fear.  
 
Leader: Remind us, God, of our power as your people.  
 
ALL: We can do all things.  
 
Leader: Where children are soldiers,  
 
ALL: Let us bring peace.  
 
Leader: Where mothers are abandoned,  
 
ALL: Let us bring love.  
 
Leader: Where fathers are separated from their families,  
 
ALL: Let us bring unity.  
 
Leader: Where people of conscience are imprisoned,  
 
ALL: Let us bring truth.  
 
Leader: Where people of faith are persecuted,  
 
ALL: Let us bring mercy.  
 
Leader: Where indigenous people are marginalized,  
 
ALL: Let us bring justice.  
 
Leader: Give us voices that speak your words of justice and peace.  
 
ALL: Let us act boldly in faith.  

PRAYER 
  
  Compassionate God 
  We speak of love and are accomplices in violence 
  We cry for justice and are entangled in injustice 
  We claim the truth and accept a lie 
  We hope for peace and fail to live it 
  
  Prince of Peace 
  You have taken upon you the sin of the world 
  You have suffered the violence of 
humankind 
  You have confronted the injustice of 
the powers 
  And faced the force of death 
  
  Creator Spirit 
  Give us the courage and strength 
  To speak the truth in love 
  To do justice with peace 
  To be merciful as you are 
  
  Amen 
  
From “Telling the Truth About Ourselves and Our World”  
              World Council of Churches 
  
Submitted by Peace with Justice Coordinator, Adrienne Fong 
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SHARABLE RESOURCES
• E-book: 15 Ways to Celebrate Peace with Justice Sunday
• Infographic: 15 Amazing Ways You Make a Difference on Peace with Justice Sunday

15
WAYS TO CELEBRATE 

Sunday

PEACE WITH
JUSTICE
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PODCASTS
• Allison Rutland Soulen, Executive Director of Just Neighbors
• Rev. Tina Carter
• Deaconess Marjie Hrabe
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VIDEOS
• A Moment in Mission: Peace with Justice Sunday
• Peace with Justice Sunday: 2013 Iowa AC Peace March
• Peace with Justice Sunday: Peace and Justice in the Congo
• Peace with Justice Sunday: Sierra Leone Youth Immersion
• Peace with Justice Sunday: Forgive the World
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HOW & WHEN 
TO USE THESE 
RESOURCES 

Peace with Justice Sunday is celebrated the 
first Sunday after Pentecost, or 57 days after 

Easter. Here are some tips about how and when 
to use these resources to help promote this 

generosity opportunity to both your team and 
your congregation!
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3 MONTHS 
BEFORE 
Peace with 
Justice Sunday

• Send out an email to your congregation celebrating Easter. Include a postscript (PS) 
that we continue the message of peace after Easter, and one of the ways we do that is 
through PWJS. Include a link so your congregation can read more about why this Special 
Sunday is so important. If you don’t use email to communicate with your congregation, 
send a letter or start a phone tree!

• Send an email to your leadership team to begin preparing them for this Sunday. Include 
a copy of the infographic 15 Ways to Celebrate Peace with Justice Sunday and mention 
you’ll be discussing it at one of your upcoming staff meetings. If your team doesn’t 
communicate by email, distribute this resource the week before you want to discuss it as 
a team.

• Make sure your children’s leaders and Sunday’s teaching pastor are equipped with 
resources so they can help lead their own teams toward incorporating messages 
regarding Peace with Justice on this Sunday. Share the sermon starters, litanies, prayers 
and children’s sermons by emailing them or printing and distributing!
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2 MONTHS 
BEFORE 
Peace with 
Justice Sunday

• Send an email or letter to your congregation letting them know that this Special Sunday 
is coming. Include a link or printout to the infographic 15 Amazing Ways You Make a 
Difference on Peace with Justice Sunday to whet their appetite. 

• Encourage leadership and small group leaders to take their teams/groups through 
the Podcast videos or Why We Celebrate PowerPoint presentations. Setting aside time 
to watch the videos or going through this presentation can help facilitate a great 
discussion about the impact of giving on this Special Sunday. 



Peace with Justice Sunday Playbook  -   23

1 MONTH 
BEFORE 
Peace with 
Justice Sunday

• Finalize how you’ll celebrate this Special Sunday during the actual service in your weekly 
staff meeting.

• Start scheduling social media posts on your church Facebook page using all the social 
media resources we’ve created for you. There is enough for 1-2 posts a day for a month! 
If you don’t do social media, take some time to reach out to small group leaders and 
encourage them to share about this Special Sunday with their groups during their weekly 
meeting times or share the social media posts on their channels. 

• Host an information night or gathering. After one of your services or on a specified night, 
invite your members to attend a special gathering where they can learn more about 
this Special Sunday. Share videos, serve a light snack, invite people to share stories of 
impact and host a Q&A session. Contact your annual conference and invite your Peace 
with Justice coordinator to make a presentation.

• Contact your annual conference and invite a Peace with Justice coordinator to speak. 
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3 WEEKS 
BEFORE 
Peace with 
Justice Sunday

• Make sure that your leadership team has access 
to our kit so that they can share social media 
resources and downloads on their own personal 
social channels. 

• Print and hang the PWJS poster in highly trafficked 
areas.

• Distribute the offering talks and slides to the person 
who will be presenting this special offering to the 
congregation. 

• Schedule one email per week to your congregation to be sent on Mondays. Remind 
them that there is a very special opportunity coming up to give! If you don’t use email, 
make sure you send at least one letter during this time. 

With each email or communication, provide a special resource that helps them 
understand the importance of this day. Here are some examples: 
• The e-book 
• The infographic
• Links to videos

• Begin using special slides to advertise this Special Sunday during walk-in and walk-
out times.
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WEEK OF 
Peace with 
Justice Sunday

• Schedule some time as a team to pray about and dedicate this upcoming offering to 
God.

• Remind your team that giving on this Special Sunday is impactful, and that as leaders, 
we have an opportunity to set an example to others when we give cheerfully and 
generously. 

• Encourage your team to share the podcasts, videos and other resources at the weekly 
small groups and other team meetings. 
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2-3 
WEEKS 
AFTER  
Peace with 
Justice Sunday

• Take time to celebrate with your congregation by sharing the giving statistics from your 
special offering on PWJS. 

• Keep an eye on and share the gift status with your congregation. We update it monthy 
here. This is something to celebrate together!
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GAIN ACCESS TODAY
All of these resources — and more — can be found online. 
Here’s where.

• General Information: http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/peace-with-justice-sunday 

• Pastor & Leader’s Kit: http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/peace-with-justice-sunday-
pastors-leaders-kit 

• Preaching Resources: http://www.umcgiving.org/pastors/preaching?category=2748 

• Mission Moments: http://www.umcgiving.org/pastors/mission-moments?category=2748  

• Impact Stories: http://www.umcgiving.org/your-impact/P0/2748 

• Gift Status Update: http://www.umcgiving.org/question-articles/peace-with-justice-sunday-
conference-remittance

TOGETHER, WE DO MORE. 
TOGETHER, WE CAN DO WHAT NO ONE CONGREGATION OR INDIVIDUAL CAN. 



For more resources like this, visit umcgiving.org/pwjs.  


