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1940

The General Conference of the Methodist 
Church responds to an appeal by Bishop 
Herbert Welch to create an agency that will 
serve as a “voice of conscience among 
Methodists to act in relief of human 
suffering without distinction of race, color 
or creed.”

The Methodist Committee on 
Relief (MCOR) begins its work.

The Methodist Church sends 
$30,000 to China to assist 
refugees and repatriate 
missionaries who suffered from 
the deprivations of World War II.
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1950s

MCOR focuses on rehabilitation and helps 
individuals obtain skills for self-suf�ciency.

MCOR distributes $80,000 per year for 
refugee-assistance programs.

MCOR helps more than 200,000 refugees 
resettle in the United States, Canada, Australia 
and Latin America.

MCOR resettles 5,000 Chinese refugees and 
constructs homes for �shing villages in Hong 
Kong.
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1960s

MCOR addresses the 
root cause of hunger and 
poverty and works with 
communities in need to 
achieve self-sustaining 
livelihood opportunities.
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1968

With the merger of Methodist and 
Evangelical United Brethren churches into 
The United Methodist Church, MCOR 
becomes the United Methodist Committee 
for Overseas Relief (UMCOR).

1970s

UMCOR works in 
62 countries on 
�ve continents.
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1972

The organization’s name changes to the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief and 
becomes part of the newly structured 
General Board of Global Ministries.

The work of UMCOR comprises four “R’s” —relief, 
rehabilitation, resettlement and renewal.

1979

When thousands of Vietnamese refugees 
arrive in the United States, UMCOR resettles 
2,500 people.

More than 260 United Methodist local 
churches sponsor refugee families.

1980s

Within UMCOR’s �rst 
50 years, United 
Methodists donate 
more than $200 
million to UMCOR 
and its predecessors, 
and 50,000 refugees 
receive resettlement 
assistance in the U.S.
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1983

More than 1,200 United Methodists serve as 
UMCOR volunteers in Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico 
and other Caribbean countries.

1996

The UMCOR Sager Brown Depot opens as a 
destination for volunteers to engage in 
relief-supply kit ministry, assembling 
cleaning buckets.
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When Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
devastate large areas of the Gulf Coast, a 
$66 million grant from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency allows 
UMCOR to organize Katrina Aid Today, a 
consortium of case-management 
organizations helping survivors.

2006

UMCOR directors approve $7.6 million for 
development programs in Pakistan, Sudan, 
Sri Lanka and Indonesia.

2008

Along with partner agencies, UMCOR 
distributes 1 million insecticide-treated 
mosquito nets to at-risk communities in 
Côte d'Ivoire in Africa.

2010

When a 7.0-magnitude earthquake strikes 
Haiti, UMCOR develops and institutes a 
�ve-year plan to support rebuilding efforts. 2011

After a 9.0-magnitude earthquake hits 
northern Japan, triggering a massive 
tsunami and a nuclear threat, UMCOR 
responds to the triple disaster with grants 
to support emergency-relief efforts by 
partners.

2012

UMCOR responds to Hurricane Sandy by 
working with local conferences on storm 
recovery and renovations.

2013

Following Typhoon 
Haiyan in the 
Philippines, UMCOR 
helps rebuild 
destroyed and 
damaged houses. 
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2014

UMCOR responds to the Ebola crisis in West 
Africa with grants to provide supplies and 
medical equipment to United Methodist 
hospitals in Sierra Leone and Liberia. Global 
Ministries sends medical and administrative 
personnel to assist African personnel.

75 YEARS
OF UMCOR

1949

Church leaders from several denominations 
organize an appeal. Major networks carry a 
Saturday broadcast, “One Great Hour,” that 
asks listeners to attend their local church the 
next day and give sacri�cially.

1950

The title “One Great Hour of Sharing” 
emerges.

1984

Ethiopian famine reaches acute proportions. 
UMCOR requests a Bishop’s Appeal for 
Africa to bring relief to Ethiopia and 25 other 
African nations affected by the drought.

1985

An earthquake strikes Mexico City. Through 
gifts contributed by United Methodists to the 
Methodist Church of Mexico, lives are 
restored through reconstruction of homes.

Learn more about 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
& UMCOR 
at www.umcgiving.org/OGHS


