
1. Give each child a copy of Mary – Out of the Box hand-
out for this week.

2. Tell kids to kids color Mary. As they color, remind kids 
that Mary had an unexpected visit from an angel.

3. Have kids show you how their faces look when they 
are surprised. Then have them glue large Googley eyes on 
Mary to give her a surprised look.

4. Next give kids small pieces of aluminum foil. Have 
them glue the aluminum foil on top of the angel’s wings.

5. Read Luke 1:38. Have kids repeat it with you. Explain 
that Mary was ready and willing to receive God’s special 
blessing—the baby Jesus.

Craft Activity – Week 1
Mary – Out of the Box

• a copy of Mary – Out of the Box

Supplies for each child:

• scissors
• glue

• small pieces of aluminum foil
• crayons or markers• 2 googly eyes

Ask:
• What are some special unexpected blessings you have received? 
• What are some special surprise blessings you can share?

Say: 
God blesses all year long because of the gift of his son Jesus. We can remember that gift and bless others anytime, 
anywhere too!

Pray: 
God, thank you for Mary and the blessing of your son Jesus. Help us to be ready and willing to receive and share your 
blessings always. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Craft Activity – Week 2
Joseph – Out of the Box

Supplies for each child:

• a copy of Joseph – Out of the Box
• silver and gold star stickers
• 2 small brads

• fluorescent crayons or markers
• crayons or markers

• glue
• scissors

1. Give each child a copy of the Joseph – Out of the Box 
handout for this week.

2. Have kids carefully cut out Joseph’s arms from the 
remaining section of the handout and set them aside.

3. As kids color Joseph and his arms, talk about how 
Joseph was engaged to Mary. But before they were 
married, she became pregnant.

4. Help kids use the brads to attach the arms to Joseph. 
Talk about how when Joseph heard that Mary was pregnant 
he quietly decided to call o� the wedding, rejecting Mary. 
Have kids cross Joseph’s in front and then move them to his 
sides as if he were saying, “No way!”

5. Next have kids color the angel with fluorescent crayons. 
As they color, remind kids that an angel came to Joseph in a 
dream.

6. Let kids add silver stickers to their picture to symbolize 
night time. Turn o� the lights in your room. The angel should 
glow.

7. Tell kids the angel told Joseph that the baby Mary was 
going to have was the baby Jesus. The angel told Joseph 
he should marry Mary. When Joseph woke up, he 
accepted what the angel said, and married Mary.

8. Have kids move Joseph’s arms upward and to the side 
so his arms are extended as if he were saying, “OK, I’ll do it.” 
Turn on the lights.

Ask:
• How do you think Joseph felt when God sent the angel? 
• What would you do if someone asked you to change your plans and follow his or hers? 
• Why should we accept God’s plans for us?

Say: 
Joseph believed what the angel said and trusted God. He accepted God’s plans and married Mary.  We can trust God’s 
plans and accept them too!

Pray: 
God, thank you for Joseph and the baby Jesus. Help us to trust you and accept your plans for us. In Jesus’ name, amen.

umcom.org/outside



C
u

t off th
is sid

e of th
e 

p
ap

er an
d

 th
en

 cu
t ou

t 
Josep

h
's arm

s.

umcom.org/outside



Supplies for each child:

Craft Activity – Week 3
Shepherds – Out of the Box

• a copy of Shepherds – Out of the Box
• brown and grey washable stamp pads (or washable markers)
• paper clip or ballpoint pen

• crayons or markers
• scissors

1. Give each child a copy of the Shepherds – Out of the 
Box handout for this week.

2. Have kids color the shepherds. As they color, remind 
them how the shepherds worked faraway in the �elds 
caring for flocks of sheep.

3. Have kids add sheep to their creation by stamping an 
index �nger on the stamp pad and pressing the inked �nger 
on the paper. Each �ngerprint forms a sheep’s body. Using a 
dark marker, have kids draw legs and eyes on each sheep.

4. Remind kids that shepherds were often dirty and 
lonely when they worked. Have kids look at their �nger-
tips. Ask: How are you like the shepherds right now?

5. Tell kids to color the sky. 

6. Help kids use the tip of a ballpoint pen or the end of a 
paper clip to poke out the dotted outline of the angel in 
the sky.

7. Tell kids to hold up their creations to the light.

8. Read Luke 2:8-12. Have kids repeat it with you. Explain 
that God sent an angel to share the news of Jesus’ birth.

Ask:
When did you first hear about Jesus’ birth?
Who shared that news with you?
Why do you think that person chose to tell you that wonderful news?

Say: 
When the shepherds heard that Jesus was born, they went to see him in the stable. After they saw him, they ran and 
told everyone what they had seen and heard! We can be like the angels and shepherds by telling others about Jesus’ 
birth.  

Pray: 
God, thank you for the angel, the shepherds, and all the people we mentioned who told us about Jesus’ birth. Help 
us to be like them and tell others about you too.  In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Supplies for each child:

Craft Activity – Week 4
The Innkeeper – Out of the Box

• a copy of The Innkeeper – Out of the Box
• small sponges cut into two-inch squares
• picture of Jesus in the manger

• watercolor paints
• cups of water

• scissors
• crayons

1. Give each child a copy of The Innkeeper – Out of the Box 
handout for this week.

2. Have kids color Mary, Joseph and the donkey. As they 
color, point out the inn where Mary and Joseph stopped 
and looked for a place to rest.

3. Show kids the “No Vacancy” sign. Tell kids that “no 
vacancy” meant that there were no rooms at the inn.

4. Have the kids talk about what types of jobs a busy 
innkeeper might do. Invite a few kids to act out those jobs. 
Then have kids suggest some tools an innkeeper would use to 
do those chores.

6. Show the kids the sponges. Tell kids that the innkeeper 
might have used sponges or cloths to clean the dusty floors 
and windows of the inn.

7. Give kids small sponges and have them use brown 
watercolors to sponge paint the buildings in the picture.

8. Point out the small window on the door is closed. Then 
knock on a table, demonstrating what Joseph might have 
done when he approached the inn.

9. Open your Bible to Luke 2:6-8 and read the verses.

10. Help kids cut out three sides of the window in the door, 
leaving one vertical side attached.

11. Invite kids to role-play being the innkeeper and Mary and 
Joseph. The �rst time, have the innkeeper peek through the 
window and say, “Sorry, no room at the inn” and then shut the door. 
Role-play again and have the innkeeper o�er the stable to Mary 
and Joseph, saying “There’s no room at the inn, but you can stay in 
the stable.” Have kids use crayons to color the rest of the picture.

Ask:
Why do you think the innkeeper might have chosen to stay at the inn instead of going with Mary and Joseph to the stable? 
What would you have done if you were the innkeeper? 
Why is it hard to focus on Jesus more than anything else at Christmas?

Ask:
How does looking through the window help you focus on Jesus? 
What are some other things you can do to help you focus more on Jesus this Christmas?

Say: 
Jesus wants us to focus on him this Christmas.  We can focus on him by praying, going to church, singing Christmas 
carols, and serving others.

Pray: 
God thank you for your son Jesus. Help us to focus on him this Christmas and always. Amen.

Gather kids in a circle and place the picture of Jesus in the center. Have kids hold up their papers and peek through 
the windows at the picture of Jesus.
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