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Invitation! 

Part 1 in the series Vital! 
 

The Big Idea:   

God’s design and desire is for every church in every place to be vital.   

 

Scripture Texts: 

John 15:1-8 (CEB) 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vineyard keeper. He removes any of my 

branches that don’t produce fruit, and he trims any branch that produces fruit so that it 

will produce even more fruit. You are already trimmed because of the word I have spoken 

to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. A branch can’t produce fruit by itself, but 

must remain in the vine. Likewise, you can’t produce fruit unless you remain in me. I am 

the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, then you will produce 

much fruit. Without me, you can’t do anything. If you don’t remain in me, you will be like 

a branch that is thrown out and dries up. Those branches are gathered up, thrown into a 

fire, and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever you 

want and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified when you produce much fruit and 

in this way prove that you are my disciples.” 

 

Sermon Outline: 

 

1. God designed our church to be fruitful! 

 

John 15:5a (NLT): Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, 

and I in them, will produce much fruit.  

 

John 15:8 (NLT): My true disciples produce much fruit. This brings great glory to my 

Father.  

 

2. Our church will be fruitful by staying connected to Jesus! 

 

John 15:5b-7 (NLT):  For apart from me you can do nothing.  Anyone who parts from me 

is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile 

to be burned.  But if you stay joined to me and my words remain in you, you may ask any 

request you like, and it will be granted!  

 

3. God will prune our church so we can be more fruitful! 

 

John 15:2 (NLT):  He cuts off every branch that doesn't produce fruit, and he prunes the 

branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more.  

 



Pre-service Post or Tweet: 

Come and see the beauty of the Body of Christ on display this Sunday at First United 

Methodist Church! 

 

Post-service Post or Tweet:   

Let’s display the beauty of the Body of Christ this week at First United Methodist 

Church! 

 

Personal Challenge: How can you keep your own personal faith vital and fruitful? 

 

Social Challenge: The congregation is the family of God on earth, the hands and feet of 

Jesus in the world.  What will we do to make a difference in our community and our 

world? 

 

Congregational Response: What will we do together to take the next step to true vitality 

as a church? 

 



Led to Follow! 

Part 2 in the series Vital! 
 

The Big Idea:   

God in every place and during every time has assigned women and men to be servant 

leaders.  These leaders are charged to be faithful to God and fruitful for God.   

 

Scripture Texts: 

2 Timothy 2:1-2 (CEB): 

So, my child, draw your strength from the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
 
Take the things 

you heard me say in front of many other witnesses and pass them on to faithful people 

who are also capable of teaching others. 

 

Sermon Outline: 

 

My searching inventory on faithfulness and fruitfulness – Honestly answer these two 

questions: 

 

1. Am I carefully watching over my own life? 

 

1 Timothy 4:16a (NLT): Keep a close watch on how you live... 

 

2. Am I consistently being watched over by someone? 

 

Titus 2:1 (NLT):  As for you, Titus, promote the kind of living that reflects wholesome 

teaching. 

 

Pre-service Post or Tweet: 

What does it mean for me to be faithful to God and fruitful for God?  Learn this Sunday 

at First United Methodist Church! 

 

Post-service Post or Tweet:   

First Church!  How are you doing at leading your life well? 

 

Personal Challenge:   How can you find one way this week be truly connected to an 

accountable, Christian community? Who is asking you “how is your soul?” 

 

Social Challenge:  To be vital, we need to be faith and fruitful together.  How is it with 

your soul? How is it with your ministry?  These two key questions get at our walk with 

Jesus (faithfulness) and our work for Jesus (fruitfulness). 

 

Congregational Response: Leadership in God’s kingdom has always been a daunting 

task accomplished by less than likely people.  We have everything we need to be vital 

and fruitful in the world. What great thing will we accomplish next? 



Releasing God’s Dream in Me! 

Part 3 in the series Vital! 
 

The Big Idea:   

God’s dream for every follower of Jesus in every local church is that they realize God’s 

dream for their lives and are released to see the dream fulfilled! 

 

Scripture Texts: 

Ephesians 4:11-13 (CEB): He gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and 

some pastors and teachers. 
 
His purpose was to equip God’s people for the work of 

serving and building up the body of Christ until we all reach the unity of faith and 

knowledge of God’s Son. God’s goal is for us to become mature adults—to be fully 

grown, measured by the standard of the fullness of Christ. 

 

Sermon Outline: 

 

1. Jesus could see Pentecost from the Upper Room! 

 

John 16:7 (CEB):  I assure you that it is better for you that I go away. If I don’t go away, 

the Companion won’t come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 

 

2. Every follower of Jesus has a dream God wants to see realized! 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27 (CEB):  Christ is just like the human body—a body is a unit 

and has many parts; and all the parts of the body are one body, even though there are 

many. We were all baptized by one Spirit into one body, whether Jew or Greek, or slave 

or free, and we all were given one Spirit to drink. Certainly the body isn’t one part but 

many...You are the body of Christ and parts of each other. 

 

3. For God’s dream in my life to be realized, I have to mature in Christ! 

 

Hebrews 5:12-14 (CEB):  Although you should have been teachers by now, you need 

someone to teach you an introduction to the basics about God’s message. You have come 

to the place where you need milk instead of solid food. Everyone who lives on milk is not 

used to the word of righteousness, because they are babies. But solid food is for the 

mature, whose senses are trained by practice to distinguish between good and evil. 

 

Pre-service Post or Tweet: 

Did you know that God has a dream for your life?  Come and discover it at First United 

Methodist Church this weekend! 

 

Post-service Post or Tweet:   

Hey First Church!  Are you living into God’s dream for your life?   

 

Personal Challenge:   What will you do this week to begin to fully realize God’s big 

dream for your life? Dream, pray, fast and read looking for God’s dream for you. 



 

Social Challenge:  In order to release people into world-changing ministry, we first have 

to invite them in. How are we inviting new people into our church to join us in God’s 

dream?  

  

Congregational Response: Vital congregations release their people into ministry. How 

are we equipping and releasing each other into the work of God in the world?  

 



You and I Were Made for Worship! 

Part 4 in the series Vital! 
 

The Big Idea:   

God created followers of Jesus in every local church to be genuine, fully engaged 

worshippers! 

 

Scripture Texts: 

Hebrews 13:15 (NLT): Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of 

praise to God, proclaiming our allegiance to his name. 

 

Sermon Outline: 

 

How can I grow as a worshipper? 

 

1. I can engage my body more! 

 

And David danced before the Lord with all his might... 

2 Samuel 6:14 (NLT) 

 

And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of 

all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find 

acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. 

Romans 12:1 (NLT) 

 

2. I can engage my emotions more! 

 

So David and all the people of Israel brought up the Ark of the Lord with shouts of joy 

and the blowing of rams’ horns. 

2 Samuel 6:15 (NLT) 

 

I've kept my feet on the ground. I've cultivated a quiet heart. Like a baby content in its 

mother's arms... 

Psalm 131:2 (TM) 

 

3. I can engage my finances more! 

 

The Ark of the Lord was placed inside the special tent that David had prepared for it. 

And David sacrificed burnt offerings and peace offerings to the Lord. 

2 Samuel 6:17 (NLT) 

 

4. I can engage my ministry more! 

 

When he had finished, David blessed the people in the name of the Lord Almighty. Then 

he gave a gift of food to every man and woman in Israel... 

2 Samuel 6:18, 19 (NLT) 



 

Pre-service Post or Tweet: 

Have you had any OMG moments this week?  At First United Methodist Church, 

together we will declare “Oh my God” and mean it! 

 

Post-service Post or Tweet:   

First Church!  You and I were made to worship! 

 

Personal Challenge:   Fully worshipping God involves our physical selves, our 

emotions, our money and our ministry.  During this week, in which area will I intentional 

engage more deeply? 

 

Social Challenge:  Our worship services are the most prominent statement of who we are 

as a congregation. What does the experience say to those we invite in? Are we vital and 

engaged? Would someone coming for the first time want to come back next week? 

  

Congregational Response: As followers of Christ, when we worship, we interact with 

the Holy Spirit in Christian community. How can our worship together change us? 



Where Everybody Knows Your Name! 

Part 5 in the series Vital! 
 

The Big Idea:   

God made every Christ-follower in every church to live in rich, deep, authentic and 

accountable relationships.   

 

Scripture Texts: 

Acts 2:42 (CEV): They spent their time learning from the apostles, and they were like 

family to each other. They also broke bread
 
and prayed together. 

 

Sermon Outline: 

 

Why do I need to be a part of a devoted community of Christ-followers? 

 

1. A devoted community fuels my spiritual growth! 

 

Acts 2:42-47 (NLT):  All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and 

to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.  A 

deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs 

and wonders. And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they 

had. They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 

They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, 

and shared their meals with great joy and generosity
 
all the while praising God and 

enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship 

those who were being saved.   

 

2. A devoted community fuels my ministry! 

 

Acts 6:6 (NLT):  These seven were presented to the apostles, who prayed for them as 

they laid their hands on them.  So God’s message continued to spread. The number of 

believers greatly increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted, 

too.   

 

3. A devoted community fuels my transformation! 

 

Acts 9:17-22 (NLT): So Ananias went and found Saul. He laid his hands on him and said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road, has sent me so that you 

might regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Instantly something like 

scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was baptized. 

Afterward he ate some food and regained his strength.  Saul stayed with the believers
 
in 

Damascus for a few days. And immediately he began preaching about Jesus in the 

synagogues, saying, “He is indeed the Son of God!”  All who heard him were amazed. 

“Isn’t this the same man who caused such devastation among Jesus’ followers in 

Jerusalem?” they asked. “And didn’t he come here to arrest them and take them in 



chains to the leading priests?”  Saul’s preaching became more and more powerful, and 

the Jews in Damascus couldn’t refute his proofs that Jesus was indeed the Messiah.   

 

Pre-service Post or Tweet: 

Who knows your nickname?  This weekend First United Methodist Church will help you 

answer this question! 

 

Post-service Post or Tweet:   

First Church!  May the song “I am the Church” ring in your hearts this week! 

 

Personal Challenge:   Are you in a small group?  Being together in the community of a 

group can give Christ-followers both roots and wings. Roots keep you connected 

to Christ. Wings are what release you to serve. 

 

Social Challenge:  Are we making room for new people to join groups within our curch 

family?  Everybody has a deep desire to be known, cared for, prayed for and 

welcomed…and that can happen only in a small group. 

  

Congregational Response: When a church grows, it may be  too big for everybody 

to know everybody. But we should never be too big for everybody to know 

somebody. Small groups connect people in relationship. How will we intentionally create 

at least one more connection point? 

.



Joining Jesus In His Mission! 

Part 6 in the series Vital! 
 

The Big Idea:   

Loving our neighbors is the mission of every Christ-follower in every local church! 

 

Scripture Texts: 

John 14:12 (CEB):  I tell you for certain that if you have faith in me, you will do the same 

things that I am doing. You will do even greater things, now that I am going back to the 

Father. 

 

Sermon Outline: 

 

How do we love our neighbors? 

 

1. We love our neighbors by giving immediate aid! 

 

Luke 10:34 (NLT):  Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil 

and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an 

inn, where he took care of him. 

 

2. We love our neighbors by giving on-going advancement! 

 

Luke 10:35 (NLT): The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, 

‘Take care of this man.  If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m 

here.’ 

 

3. We love our neighbors by giving continual advocacy! 

 

Luke 10:36-37a (NLT): “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the 

man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked. The man replied, “The one who showed 

him mercy.”   

 

Pre-service Post or Tweet: 

How do I love my neighbor?  This Sunday at First United Methodist Church, we will 

learn how to love our neighbors together! 

 

Post-service Post or Tweet:   

Are you offering aid, advancement or advocacy to our neighbors?  Let’s do it First 

Church! 

 

Personal Challenge:   Sharing God’s love in the world is the work of every disciple. 

Will you look for one unexpected way to reach out with love to someone this week? 

 



Social Challenge:   We do thework of God by offering aid, advancement or advocacy to 

those who need our help.  Which of these three ways of serving is our congregation doing 

well?  Where could we improve?  

  

Congregational Response: We have the power to reach across the street, across town 

and around the world. How will our church family use our gifts and talents to be the 

hands and feet of Jesus? 

 


