
 
Encounter Faith ‘FEARLESS’ Six-Week Study Series 
Week Five : "Disaster in Japan" 
 
 
The earthquake and tsunami in Japan have caused destruction, fear, and suffering not experienced by 
its people since World War II. How is God present in the midst of such disaster? How do Christians 
participate in recovery and rebuilding after such devastation? 
 
RethinkChurch.org | Watch the webinar | Listen to the podcast 

 
Scripture 
 
Scriptures give us comfort and insight about God's power. The story of "the valley of dry bones" in 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 offered an image of new life and hope to Israelites exiled in Babylon. The feat of 
transforming abandoned bones into living bodies shows the limitlessness of God's power and instructs 
the exiles to see things through God's perception. Isaiah 40:1-8 similarly gives comfort to the people of 
Israel in exile. Verse 6 calls attention to the ephemeral nature of all human life, but at the same time 
the prophet assures us of the victory and compassion of God. 
 
Connecting Christian Faith and Life 
 
- What kinds of questions do these disasters raise about God's presence and power?  How do we 
reconcile such tragedy with our understanding of God's love, mercy, and justice? What other questions 
do you have about God and God's relationship to the world in the face of tragic natural disaster? 
 
 - Read Ezekiel 17:1-14 and Isaiah 40:1-8. What is distressing to you in this scripture? What do they say 
about human suffering? What do they say about God's presence during times of suffering? What is 
comforting? What hope do the scriptures offer? What connections do you see to disaster in Japan?   
 
More 

 RethinkChurch.org offers more ongoing discussions around issues impacting our daily lives. We 
hope you will continue to browse, or contact us with any questions (RethinkAdmin@umcom.org). 

 The Upper Room Ministries provides a daily devotional with links to articles on prayer at 
www.upperroom.org/devotional/.  

 This FaithLink review offers excerpts from the latest issue of FaithLink. Visit Cokesbury.com for 
more information or to purchase.  

 
 

http://www.rethinkchurch.org/encounterfaith
http://umcmedia.org/umcom/rethink_church/encounter-faith/fearless-webinar-wk5.mp4
http://umcmedia.org/umcom/rethink_church/encounter-faith/fearless-wk5.mp3
http://www.upperroom.org/devotional/
http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/digitalstore.aspx?lvl=Digital%20Curriculum&catname=FLNK&sortorder=5

