
 
Encounter Faith ‘FEARLESS’ Six-Week Study Series 
Week Two : "North Africa and the Middle East: Calls for Change" 
 
In recent weeks, demonstrations in North Africa and the Middle East have raised questions about the human 
longing for freedom and dignity and about governmental responsibility. The ongoing saga of upheaval in North 
Africa and the Middle East raises questions about how God works in the world and how our actions can matter.  
We have seen transformation fueled by people who are tired of living in poverty, fed up with corrupt 
authoritarian regimes, and insistent on their human dignity. How does God's vision for the world help us 
connect with the people in these nations and offer hope as we grapple with the emerging issues? 
 
RethinkChurch.org:  Watch the webinar | Listen to sneak preview 
 
Scripture 
 
The Old Testament lesson for the second Sunday of Lent describes the call of Abram and Sarai (later called 
Abraham and Sarah) to leave their family and homeland (Genesis 12:1-8).  God promises that they will be 
ancestors of a great nation and a blessing to all the people on earth.  In this call we see God's intention to bless 
humanity.  Abram and Sarai must leave behind the familiar and set out on a journey with many unknowns. Their 
only guarantee is God’s promise.  This journey will take them to new places and relationships and will require 
them rethink what it means to be faithful to God. 
 
Making a Difference 
 
•  If you have been following the events in the uprisings in the Middle East, what stories do you remember 

and what observations have you made? How does your faith engage you in the events in the Middle East?   
What is the relationship between Christian faith and human rights?   

• Read Genesis 12:1-9:  What misgivings would you have if you were in Abram's and Sarai’s place?  What do 
you think gave Abram and Sarai the courage to set out on their journey?  What similarities and contrasts do 
you see between the story of Abram and Sarai and the current story of the demonstrators in Northern Africa 
and the Middle East? 

 
More 
• RethinkChurch.org offers more ongoing discussions around issues impacting our daily lives. We hope you 

will continue to browse, or contact us with any questions  RethinkAdmin@umcom.org. 
• The Upper Room Ministries provides a daily devotional with links to articles on prayer at 

• This FaithLink review offers excerpts from the latest issue of FaithLink. Visit 
www.upperroom.org/devotional/.  

Cokesbury.com for more 
information or to purchase.  
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