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Ash Wednesday
Children’s Message: God is my treasure.
Children will experience hands-on prayer stations to explore how God is their treasure.

I Spy a Treasure

Kids will play a game of I Spy to identify treasures all around them to help them explore the greatest treasure of 
all—a relationship with God.

	 •	 Gather	kids	in	a	circle.

	 •	 Choose	one	child	to	be	the	“eye.”	The	rest	of	the	kids	are	the	“spies.”

	 •	 Tell	the	“eye”	to	look	around	the	room	and	find	a	treasure.	Remind	the	“eye”	that	the	treasure	must		
	 	 be	in	the	room.	It	could	be	a	game,	a	book,	a	friend,	the	Bible,	or	the	teacher.	Once	the	eye	finds	a		
	 	 treasure,	have	the	eye	say,	“I	spy	with	my	little	eye,	a	treasure	beginning	with	the	letter…”	Have	the		
	 	 “eye”	say	the	first	letter	of	the	treasure.	

	 •	 The	spies	take	turns	guessing	what	the	treasure	is.	If	one	of	them	guesses	the	word,	it	is	that	child’s		
	 	 turn	to	be	the	eye,	and	the	others	become	spies.

Play a few rounds and then say: You are great treasure hunters! We found lots of treasures in this room. We found 
(name	some	of	the	treasure	the	kids	spied).	There’s	another	treasure	in	this	room	that	is	very	special.	Even	though	
we	can’t	see	him,	he’s	here.	Who	do	you	think	this	treasure	is?	This	special	treasure	is	God.	God	is	a	very	special	
treasure	in	our	lives.	He	is	at	work	all	around	us	doing	incredible	things.

Ask: Why	do	you	think	God	is	a	special	treasure?	What	makes	God	special	to	you?	How	can	we	show	God	that	
he	is	our	special	treasure?

Say: We can show that God is special by worshipping him through song and prayer. Let’s do that right now.

Introduce	the	prayer	stations	to	the	children.	Explain	each	one	and	tell	kids	they	can	go	to	any	station	during	the	
worship	time.	Remind	kids	this	is	a	time	of	worship	and	prayer	to	focus	on	God,	our	very	special	treasure.



 

Treasure Stations

 Make a Joyful Noise
 Supplies:	a	small	drum,	a	triangle,	a	xylophone,	a	tambourine,	and	small	handbells	
 Station Instructions:	 Play	these	instruments	and	create	beautiful	music	to	show	God	how	much 
  you treasure him.

 Sweet Treasures
 Supplies:	Nestle	Signature	Treasures	Candy
 Station Instructions:	Put	a	chocolate	candy	in	your	mouth.	As	it	melts	in	your	mouth,	thank	God 
  for all the ways he is your sweet treasure.

 Shining Treasures
 Supplies:	individual	sheets	of	silver	foil
 Station Instructions:	 Special	treasures	are	often	made	of	silver	and	gold.	Take	a	sheet	of	silver	foil 
	 	 and	form	a	unique	treasure	for	God.	Leave	your	shiny	treasure	on	the	table 
  for others to enjoy.

 Gifts to Treasure
 Supplies:	one	white	sheet	of	paper,	permanent	markers
 Station Instructions:	 God	has	given	you	unique	gifts	and	talents.	Trace	your	hand	on	the	sheet. 
	 	 Inside	your	handprint,	write	or	draw	how	you’ll	use	your	gifts	to	show	that 
  God is your treasure.

 God’s Word (for older kids)
 Supplies:	Bibles,	large	treasure	chest,	small	slips	of	paper	or	sticky	notes,	pens
 Station Instructions:	 The	Bible	is	a	treasure	that	is	filled	with	God’s	word.	Find	your	favorite 
	 	 Scripture	passage	in	the	Bible	and	write	it	on	a	sticky	note.	Place	the	note	in 
	 	 the	treasure	chest	as	you	give	thanks	for	the	word	of	God

Treasure Treats:
 Kids will decorate cupcakes to make special treasure chest treats.

 What you’ll need:

	 Hostess	Twinkies
 Chocolate frosting
	 Black	licorice	strips
	 Yellow	sprinkles
	 M&M’s	(for	the	treasure)



 

 Snack Creation 
	 Give	each	kid	a	Twinkie	and	a	paper	plate.
	 Have	kids	unwrap	their	Twinkies	and	place	them	on	their	plates.
	 Tell	kids	to	cover	the	Twinkies	with	chocolate	frosting.
	 Help	kids	separate	the	licorice	strips	lengthwise	to	create	thinner	pieces.
	 Have	kids	place	licorice	from	front	to	back	along	the	top	of	the	chest	to	mark	wooden	joints	of	the	chest.
	 Help	kids	dust	the	Twinkies	with	yellow	sprinkles	to	represent	gold.
	 Have	kids	place	M&M’s	around	the	bottom	of	their	chests	to	represent	colored	gems.

Ask: What special things would you put in your treasure chest? Why?
Open	your	Bible	to	Matthew 6:19-21	and	show	the	words	to	the	kids.	Read	the	passage.	

Ask:	If	you	had	a	special	treasure	chest	in	heaven,	what	would	you	put	in	it?
What’s	the	difference	between	treasures	here	on	earth	and	the	treasures	in	heaven?
Why	do	you	think	God	wants	us	to	store	up	treasures	in	heaven?

Say: God wants us to store up treasures in heaven. Treasures in heaven like loving, helping one another, praying, sharing, 
and telling others about Jesus are the most precious treasures of all. These treasures will last forever. They’ll never break, run 
out of batteries, or get lost. Let’s pray, thanking God for the treasures we have on earth and the treasures we’re storing up in 
heaven.

Craft Experience: 

 Treasure Chests
 Kids make treasure chests in which to store their treasure takeaways from each lesson.
 What you’ll need:

 One	treasure	chest	template	copied	onto	cardstock	per	child
 Scissors
	 Markers
 Assorted plastic gems
 Glue
	 Tape

 Craft Creation:
	 1.	Give	each	child	a	treasure	chest	template.
	 2.	Have	kids	cut	out	the	treasure	chest.
	 3.	Have	kids	use	markers	to	decorate	the	chest.
	 4.	Help	kids	fold	the	template	to	form	the	chest.
	 5.	Help	kids	tape	the	flaps	on	the	inside	of	the	box	to	make	it	sturdy.
	 6.	Give	kids	plastic	gems	to	glue	on	the	box	to	add	more	decoration.



 

Say: Today we’re going to make special treasure chests. 

Ask:	What	things	would	you	put	in	a	treasure	chest?	Why	would	you	keep	those	special	things?

Say: We’ll use these special treasure chests to keep the treasure takeaways you’ll receive each week during our Lenten 
Adventure. Each treasure takeaway will help you remember and apply God’s word to your life. Treasure takeaways are 
also a fun way to share God’s word with friends and family. These takeaways are earthly treasures that will help you 
store up treasure in heaven too.
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Week One
Children’s Message: Turn Away from Temptation.
Children will explore how Jesus was tempted and discover ways they can resist temptation.

 What you’ll need:

	 Bible
	 Bowl	with	water
 Pepper
 Dish soap

Gather	the	children	in	a	circle,	and	place	the	bowl	of	water,	pepper,	and	dish	soap	in	the	center	of	the	circle.
Open	your	Bible	to	Matthew 4:1-11 and show children the words.

Say: I’m going to tell you a true story from the Bible about when Jesus was tempted in the wilderness. As you read 
the story, have kids clap and cheer for Jesus each time he resists temptation. Have kids practice clapping and cheer-
ing before you begin. 

Read the Scripture passage. 

Ask:	What	did	Jesus	do	when	the	devil	tempted	him?	Why	do	you	think	he	responded	that	way?

Do an experiment that illustrates what we should do when we face temptation.

Hold up the pepper. 

Say: This pepper represents us. Sprinkle the pepper in the bowl of water. 

Ask:	What	are	some	temptations	you	face	in	life?	For	example,	“I’m	tempted	to	eat	too	much	chocolate.”	Repeat	
what	kids	say.

Let	them	know	that	this	soap	represents	all	of	those	temptations.	Add	a	few	drops	of	dish	soap	to	the	bowl	of	pep-
pered	water.	(The	pepper	will	rush	to	the	edge	of	the	bowl.	Some	pepper	will	fall	to	the	bottom	of	the	bowl.)

Ask:	What	happened	to	the	pepper	when	we	added	the	soap	to	the	bowl?	How	is	this	like	we	should	act	when	
we	face	temptation?

Say: The pepper moved away from the soap. This happened because the soap breaks the surface tension of the 
water, and the tension on the rest of the water pulled the floating pepper away from the soap. Like the pepper moved 
away from the soap, we can move away from temptation.

Ask: What	are	some	things	that	you	can	do	to	resist	things	that	tempt	you?



Pray using this action prayer:

Have	kids	stand	and	form	a	circle.	Tell	kids	to	turn	around	so	they	face	away	from	the	circle.	Lead	the	kids	in	this	
action prayer. 

Say: Dear God, thank you for giving us the courage to face temptation. Help us to turn away from the things that 
tempt us. Have kids shout something that tempts them. Then, have kids turn around and face inward. Thank you 
for giving us your word that helps us resist temptation. Have kids pretend to hold the Bible in their hands. When we 
follow your word, we do what’s right and grow closer to you. Have kids take two steps forward. We love you God. In 
Jesus, name… Have all the kids raise their arms and shout, “Amen!”

Tempting Moments.
Kids will watch a video clip from www.wingclips.com and explore what to do when faced with temptation.

 What you’ll need:

 Downloaded Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs video clip from www.wingclips.com

 Scene set up: 

	 Flint	Lockwood	is	a	young	inventor	who	creates	crazy	gadgets	to	improve	everyone’s	life.	Flint’s	latest		
	 invention	is	the	The	Flint	Lockwood	Diatonic	Super	Mutating	Dynamic	Food	Replicator,	a	solution		
	 to	world	hunger	that	makes	food	fall	from	the	sky	like	rain.	The	ingenious	invention	is	an	immediate		
	 success.	Then	things	go	terribly	wrong	as	the	machine	begins	changing	the	molecular	structure	of		
	 food,	making	it	unsafe	for	humanity.	Flint	wonders	if	he	should	destroy	the	machine,	but	the	mayor		
 of the city has other plans.

Watch this clip to see what happens next.

Ask:	What	was	the	choice	Flint	had	to	make?	If	you	were	in	that	situation,	what	choice	would	you	make? 
Why?	Jesus	faced	a	similar	situation	when	he	was	tempted	by	the	devil	in	the	desert.	Open	your	Bible	to 

Matthew 4:1-11.	Read	the	passage.	Each	time	Jesus	resists	the	devil	have	kids	make	the	thumbs-up	sign.

Ask:	How	was	the	way	the	mayor	tempted	Flint	like	the	way	Jesus	was	tempted	by	the	devil	in	the	desert? 
What	did	Jesus	do	to	resist	the	devil?	How	can	you	use	God’s	word	to	help	you	make	the	right	choices	and 
resist	temptation?	If	you	could	give	Flint	one	piece	of	advice	to	help	him	make	his	choice,	what	would	it	be?

 Temptation Creation
	 Children	will	create	a	crayon	painting	to	discover	how	God	can	help	them	resist	temptation.

 What you’ll need: 
 White crayons
 White construction paper
	 Black	or	blue	watercolor	paint	
	 One	paintbrush
	 One	small	cup	of	water
	 Family-friendly	magazines



Give	each	group	member	a	magazine	and	have	him	or	her	search	for	pictures	that	show	things	that	may	be	tempt-
ing.	People	might	choose	a	dessert,	video	games,	television,	or	anything	that	takes	our	focus	off	God.	After	a	few	
minutes,	have	people	share	the	images	they	chose	and	tell	why	they	are	tempting.	

Open	your	Bible	to	Matthew 4:1-11	and	show	the	kids	the	words.	Tell	kids	that	this	is	a	true	story	about	when	
Jesus	was	tempted	in	the	desert.	As	you	read	the	story,	have	kids	clap	and	cheer	for	Jesus	each	time	he	resists	temp-
tation.	Have	kids	practice	clapping	and	cheering	before	you	begin.	Read	the	Scripture	passage.

Ask: What did Jesus do to resist temptation? How can we use those same things to help us when we face 
temptation? Give everyone a white crayon and piece of white construction paper. Using the white crayons, have each per-
son draw images or words—such as the Bible, a Scripture passage, praying, etc.—that can help him or her resist tempta-
tion. Allow time for the drawing. 

Set out the dark watercolor paint, paintbrush, and cup of water. Have each person use the dark paint to cover the words 
or images on his or her paper. As each person paints over his or her drawing, have that person name the temptations in 
life that he or she faces, such as playing too many video games, shopping, eating too much, lying, and so forth.

Ask: What	happened	to	the	words	or	images	you	drew?	How	is	what	happened	to	the	words	and	images	on 
your	paper	like	God	giving	you	courage	to	resist	temptation	in	your	life?	Where	do	you	need	courage	to	face 
temptation?	

Say: The words and images were visible through the dark paint. Even though we tried to cover them up with the dark 
paint, they resisted being covered. That’s a lot like using God’s word to resist temptation. When we follow God’s word, 
temptation will not overcome us. 

Say: God’s word gives us courage to resist temptation. Let’s pray together thanking God for giving us courage to resist 
temptation. Hold your pictures in your hands and look at them as we pray. Dear God, thank you for your son Jesus who 
showed us how to overcome temptation. Help us to follow your word when we are tempted to do wrong things. Thank you 
for giving us the courage to do what is right always. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

 Temptation Chase
	 Children	will	wait	in	suspense	to	see	which	team	will	be	chased.

 What you’ll need:

	 Masking	tape	or	pool	noodles 
	 One	whistle	or	other	attention	getter

Before	kids	arrive,	use	pool	noodles	to	mark	a	playing	area.	Divide	the	group	into	two	teams:	Temptation	and	
Courage.	Ask	the	teams	to	form	two	lines,	facing	each	other,	at	the	center	of	the	playing	area.	

Explain	that	you’ll	call	out	either	“Temptation	Chase”	or	“Courage	Chase.”	When	you	say	“Temptation	Chase,”	
the	Temptation	team	will	chase	the	Courage	team	across	their	back	line.	Any	Courage	member	who	gets	tagged	
before	crossing	the	line	will	join	the	Temptation	team.	If	you	call	“Courage	Chase,”	the	Courage	team	will	chase	
the	Temptation	team	across	their	back	line.	Any	Temptation	member	who	gets	tagged	will	join	the	Courage	team.
Each	time	before	you	call,	keep	the	kids	in	suspense,	and	change	which	team	you	call	in	varying	intervals.	After	
playing	a	few	rounds,	gather	groups	for	discussion.



Questions: 
How did you feel not knowing if you were going to be chased in this game?	(I	was	worried;	it	made	me	nervous.)
How is that like not knowing when you’ll be tempted to do wrong things?	(You	never	know	when	you’ll	be	tempted;	
it	can	happen	anytime.)
Name a time in your life that you were tempted and didn’t know what to do.	(My	friend	wanted	me	to	play	a	video	
game	that	I	wasn’t	allowed	to	play;	I	wanted	to	play	instead	of	do	my	homework.)

Say: When we are tempted, we need courage. God gives us courage to face temptation and do what is right.

How	does	God	give	us	courage	to	resist	temptation?	(God	sends	people	to	help	us;	gives	us	his	word;	reminds	us	
that	he’s	in	control;	shows	us	love.)

Close	in	prayer,	thanking	God	for	giving	us	courage	to	resist	temptation.

Game

 Resisting Temptation
 Children will discover how God’s word can help them resist temptation.

 What you’ll need:

	 Masking	tape	
	 One	whistle	or	other	attention	getter
	 Four	pieces	of	scrap	paper	per	child
	 One	piece	of	cardboard	for	every	two	kids	(recycled	cardboard	boxes	work	great)

 Directions:
	 Before	kids	arrive,	use	masking	tape	to	mark	a	line	across	one	side	of	the	playing	area.	
	 1.	Divide	the	group	into	two	teams:	Courage	and	Temptation.	Give	each	player	four	pieces	of	scrap		
	 	 paper.	Have	kids	crumple	the	papers	into	wads	as	they	name	things	that	tempt	them.	

	 2.	Tell	the	kids	on	the	Courage	team	to	set	their	paper	wads	aside.
	 	 Have	each	member	of	the	Temptation	team	choose	one	wad,	and	set	the	rest	aside.

	 3.	Have	the	Temptation	team	line	up	along	the	masking	tape.	Tell	Team	Temptation	they	must	stay 
  standing on the line during the game.

	 4.	Gather	the	Courage	team	and	have	them	form	another	line	at	the	entrance	of	the	playing	area. 
	 	 On	“go,”	have	Courage	members	run	across	the	room	while	Temptation	members	throw	the	paper 
  wads at them.

	 5.	Have	teams	switch	roles	and	then	repeat	the	game.



Gather both groups for discussion.

Questions:
How did it feel to try to avoid being hit by temptation?
How is that feeling like or unlike the way you feel when you face temptation in your life?

Open	your	Bible	to	Matthew 4:1-11	and	show	the	kids	the	words.	After	Jesus	was	baptized,	he	was	led	by	the	
Spirit	into	the	desert.	While	he	was	in	the	desert,	Jesus	was	tempted	by	the	devil	for	forty	days.	Each	time	the	devil	
tempted	Jesus,	Jesus	used	God’s	word	to	resist	temptation.	For	example,	the	devil	told	Jesus,	“If	you	are	the	Son	of	
God,	tell	these	stones	to	become	bread”	(v.	3	NIV).	Jesus	told	the	devil,	“Man	does	not	live	on	bread	alone”	(v.	4	
NIV).	The	devil	also	said	if	Jesus	would	worship	him,	he’d	give	Jesus	the	world.	Jesus	told	the	devil,	“Worship	the	
Lord	your	God,	and	serve	him	only”	(v.	10	NIV).	God	gave	Jesus	the	courage	to	resist	temptation	and	God	gives	
us courage too.

Let’s see how we can use God’s word to help us resist temptation.

	 1.	Have	teams	regroup.	Give	each	child	on	the	Courage	team	a	piece	of	poster	board	or	cardboard	that		
	 	 represents	God’s	word.	(Option:	Have	kids	write	Scripture	passages	about	facing	temptation	on	the		
	 	 poster	board.)	Have	the	Courage	team	line	up	at	the	entrance	to	the	playing	area.

	 2.	Have	the	Temptation	team	pick	up	another	paper	wad	and	line	up	on	the	masking	tape.	On	“go,”		
	 	 have	Courage	members	run	across	the	room	using	God’s	word	to	shield	them	from	the	paper	wads		
	 	 the	Temptation	members	throw	at	them.

	 3.	Have	teams	switch	roles	and	then	repeat	the	game.

	 4.	After	everyone	has	played,	gather	the	groups	for	discussion.

Questions: 
How did the shield help you resist temptation?
Why do you think God gave us his word to help us resist temptation?
How will you use God’s word when you face temptation?
Gather	the	groups	together	and	use	the	poster	board	to	shield	the	group.	

Pray:	Dear	God,	thank	you	for	giving	us	the	courage	to	resist	temptation.	Thank	you	for	giving	us	your	word	to	
shield	us	from	evil.	Help	us	to	turn	to	you	when	we	face	temptation.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.

Treasure Takeaway:

Kids	will	create	colorful	Bible	bookmarks	filled	with	Scripture	references	to	help	them	when	they	are	tempted.

 What you’ll need:

	 Markers
	 Cardstock	cut	to	bookmark	size



ART: Create	a	cool	graphic	on	one	side	of	the	bookmark.	On	the	other	side,	print	one	of	the	following 
Scripture passages:

	 1	Corinthians	10:13	NLT

	 2	Timothy	4:18	NIV

	 2	Thessalonians	3:3	NIV

	 James	1:12	NLT

	 2	Peter	2:9	NLT

Scripture Scene it!	(for	older	kids	and	families)
Kids will act out tempting scenarios and guess what Scripture passage would help them face that temptation.

 Directions:
	 Divide	kids	into	groups	of	four.	Give	each	child	a	bookmark.	Randomly	assign	each	group	a	Scripture		
	 passage	to	read	and	discuss.	Try	not	to	let	the	groups	know	one	another’s	passage.	Have	groups	quietly		
	 brainstorm	scenarios	in	their	lives	where	their	verse	would	be	helpful.	

	 Tell	groups	to	choose	one	scenario	to	act	out	for	the	class.	Suggest	creating	a	TV	show,	a	commercial,		
	 a	movie,	or	a	scene	from	a	book	to	act	out	the	scenario.	Give	kids	time	to	practice	their	scenario.	Then		
	 have	groups	take	turns	acting	out	their	scenario	for	the	rest	of	the	class.

	 After	each	group	has	acted	out	their	scenario,	have	the	other	groups	guess	which	Scripture	passage		
	 would	be	most	helpful	in	that	scenario.

	 After	groups	have	acted	out	their	scenes,	distribute	markers	and	have	kids	color	their	bookmarks.
	 As	kids	color,	pray	silently	for	them,	asking	God	to	bless	them	and	help	them	to	resist	temptation.

 



 What you’ll need:

	 Bible
	 Have	everyone	sit	down	with	his	or	her	knees	bent	and	feet	flat	on	the	floor.	Challenge	people	to			
 stand up without using their hands to help them. 

 (Most people will struggle.)

Ask:	What	happened	as	you	tried	to	stand	up?	What	would	make	it	easier	for	you	to	stand	up?

Say: Let’s try to stand up again. This time I’m going to give you a partner to guide you and depend on.
Have people form pairs, and have them sit down back to back with each person’s knees bent and feet flat on the floor. 
Have partners link arms. Tell them to try to stand up together.

(This should be easier.)

Ask:	What	was	it	like	when	you	didn’t	have	a	partner	to	depend	on	as	you	stood	up?	(Scary;	wild;	fun.)
How	did	you	experience	change	because	you	had	someone	to	depend	on?
Imagine	what	it	would	be	like	if	God	wasn’t	there	to	depend	on	and	guide	us.	How	would	that	make	you	feel?	
(Sad; scared; lonely.)

How	do	you	feel	knowing	that	you	can	depend	on	God	to	guide	you?	(Good; safe; happy.)

Say: You depended on your partner to support and guide you as you stood up. We can depend on God to support and 
guide us too. Open your Bible to Psalm 48:14 (NCV) and show kids the words. The Bible tells us, “This God is our God 
forever and ever. He will guide us from now on.” God will be our guide always. We can depend on him.

Ask	all	the	partners	to	stand	and	join	hands.	Pray:	Dear	God,	thanks	for	being	a	God	we	can	depend	on.	Thanks	
for	guiding	us	and	helping	us	every	day.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.

W E E K  T W O

MESSAGE: 
Depend on God



Game Time:

 Grateful Guides
 Children will explore what it means to depend on God as their guide in this variation of follow 
 the leader.

 What you’ll need:

	 noisemaker,	such	as	a	whistle

 Discussion questions (available in each Crew Leader Pocket Guide)

	 1.	Have	kids	line	up	anywhere	in	your	playing	area.
 2. Put them in crews of six.
	 3.	Explain	that	each	person	will	have	a	chance	to	lead	his	or	her	crew	around	the	playing	area.	Tell		
	 	 kids	that	they	can	lead	their	group	in	whatever	pattern	or	motions	they	want,	as	long	as	they	do		
	 	 the	motions	too.	For	example,	someone	could	lead	a	crew	in	running	in	circles,	doing	jumping		
	 	 jacks,	or	crawling	through	the	grass	like	a	bug.	The	rest	of	the	group	members	will	follow	their		
	 	 guides.	When	they	hear	the	noisemaker,	the	current	leader	will	go	to	the	end	of	the	line,	and	the		
  next person will lead the group.
	 4.	Have	crews	start	guiding	their	leaders,	and	sound	the	noisemaker	at	one-minute	intervals	to 
  change guides.
	 5.	When	each	person	has	had	a	chance	to	be	a	guide,	have	groups	sit	in	a	circle	for	discussion.

Questions:
When	you	were	the	guide,	what	was	it	like	having	your	friends	depend	on	you	to	lead	them?	(It	was	hard;	it	was	
fun	having	people	following	me;	I	liked	having	them	do	the	same	things	as	me.)
How	is	the	way	your	friends	depended	on	you	like	or	unlike	the	way	we	can	depend	on	God	to	guide	us?
When	are	you	glad	that	you	can	depend	on	God?
Open	your	Bible	to	Psalm	48:14	(NCV)	and	show	the	kids	the	words.	The	Bible	tells	us,	“This	God	is	our	God	
forever	and	ever.	He	will	guide	us	from	now	on.”	
Say:	We	can	depend	on	God.	God	is	always	there	to	listen	to	us,	guide	us,	and	help	us.	Because	God	is	our	guide,	
we can depend on him to help us always.

 Craft Chest
 Children will create blow paintings to explore how God is our guide. 

 What you’ll need:

 Straws
	 Poster	or	tempera	paint	(Check	consistency;	it	should	be	a	little	runny.)
 Paper
 Water
	 Eyedropper	(optional)



 Craft Creation:
	 Give	each	person	a	blank	piece	of	paper	and	a	straw.
	 Demonstrate	how	to	create	a	blow	painting	according	to	the	following	directions.	
	 1.	Place	the	paper	on	a	flat	surface.
 2. Place drops of paint on the paper.
	 3.	Blow	through	the	straw	to	guide	the	paint	around	the	paper,	creating	an	abstract	design.
	 4.	When	each	person	has	had	a	chance	to	create	a	painting,	gather	everyone	for	discussion.

Questions:
What	guided	the	paint	on	the	paper?	
How	is	what	happened	to	the	paint	like	depending	on	God	to	be	our	guide?
When	do	you	need	to	depend	on	God	to	guide	you?

Say: Even though you couldn’t see the air that was guiding the paint, you knew it was there because the paint moved 
and created a cool design. It’s the same way with God. Even though we can’t see him, we can depend on God to be our 
guide. He’ll guide us as we do great, beautiful things in our lives—just like we did with our pictures.

 Treasure Treats:
 Children will depend on friends to help them create a treat to explore what it means to depend on  
 God as their guide. 
 You will need:
	 Two	chocolate	chip	cookies	per	person
	 Can	of	vanilla	frosting
	 Plastic	knives
 Paper plates
	 Napkins
	 Blindfolds

 Snack Creation
	 1.	Assign	each	person	a	partner.	In	each	pair,	designate	one	person	to	be	the	guide	and	the	other	the		
  chef.  
	 2.	Show	everyone	how	to	make	a	cookie	sandwich.	Spread	frosting	on	the	surface	of	each	cookie	and		
	 	 put	the	cookies	together	to	form	a	sandwich.	
	 3.	Place	the	following	ingredients	on	a	paper	plate,	one	paper	plate	per	set	of	partners:	two	chocolate		
	 	 chip	cookies	and	a	dollop	of	vanilla	frosting.	Set	a	plate	in	front	of	each	chef.	Place	a	plastic	knife		
  next to the plate.
	 4.		Blindfold	each	chef.	Tell	the	chefs	that	they	will	depend	on	their	guides	to	help	them	create	a		 	
	 	 cookie	sandwich.		
	 5.	Tell	the	guides	to	give	the	chefs	step-by-step	instructions	to	assemble	a	sandwich.	Hint:	They’ll	have		
	 	 to	guide	the	chefs	carefully	and	help	them	find	the	ingredients	on	their	plates.
	 6.	After	the	chefs	have	made	their	sandwiches,	have	them	remove	their	blindfolds	and	switch	roles		



  with the guides. Set out fresh plates with the same ingredients and let the new chefs follow their  
	 	 guides	to	make	a	cookie	sandwich.
	 7.	Have	the	new	chefs	take	off	their	blindfolds	and	gather	everyone	for	discussion.

Questions:
How	did	it	feel	to	depend	on	your	guide	to	help	you	make	a	cookie	sandwich?
How	is	that	feeling	like	or	unlike	the	way	it	feels	to	depend	on	God	to	guide	you?
When	is	it	hard	to	depend	on	God?	
Say: Just like you depended on your partner to guide you, we can depend on God to guide us too. God loves us 
and he’s always there to guide us no matter what.
What can you do to remember to depend on God to guide you?
Say this prayer, and have children repeat it after you one line at a time.
Dear God, We’re glad we can depend on you,
to guide what we say and do.
We can depend on you to lead the way.
Thank you for being our guide each day. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

 Treasure Takeaway:
 A compass
 What you’ll need:

	 One	compass	per	child	(http://www.orientaltrading.com/ui/search/processRequest.do?requestURI=se	
	 archMain&Ntx=mode%2bmatchallpartial&Ntt=compass&N=0&Ntk=all&searchTerm=compass&B	
	 P=10679&cm_mmc=google-_-Toys+and+Novelties+-+Adlucent-_-Compass-_-9e9b95f1649842df9a2	
	 89af77b56c0d5&ms=search&gclid=CLGC-beLj6YCFUdX2godYgy7YQ)
	 A	bean	bag
 Directions per group 

 1. Play this game in a large indoor area or outside.  
	 2.	Form	teams	of	two	and	have	them	move	to	different	parts	of	the	playing	area.
	 3.	Have	the	teams	designate	their	starting	place	using	the	bean	bag.	
	 4.	Tell	teams	to	use	the	compass	to	follow	the	set	of	bearings	and	distances.		
	 5.	All	teams	should	finish	at	the	same	point	where	they	started.

 Directions (copy and give to each group):

	 Walk	five	paces	to	the	north.
	 Walk	ten	paces	to	the	west.
	 Walk	twenty	paces	to	the	south.
	 Walk	fifteen	paces	to	the	east.
	 Walk	fifteen	paces	to	the	north.
	 Walk	five	paces	to	the	west.

 After everyone has finished, gather for discussion:



  

Ask:
How	did	you	depend	on	the	compass	to	guide	your	way?
What	other	things	guide	us	in	life?
In	what	ways	can	you	depend	on	God	to	guide	your	life?
Give	everyone	a	compass.	Have	partners	take	turns	giving	each	other	a	compass	while	saying,	“God	is	your	guide.	
You	can	depend	on	him.”	Then	close	in	prayer	thanking	God	for	being	our	guide.

 

Musical Friends
Kids	will	play	a	get-to-know-you	game	to	explore	making	new	friends	and	telling	them	about	Jesus.

 What you’ll need:

	 Three	Silly	Bandz	per	child	(http://retail.sillybrandzglobal.com/catalog/silly-bandz)
	 Upbeat	music
 CD player
	 Tabletop	fountain

W E E K  T H R E E

MESSAGE: 
Building New Friendships: God is my friend.



 Directions:
	 Gather	kids	in	a	circle.
	 Give	each	child	three	Silly	Bandz.
	 Play	the	music	and	have	kids	move	around	the	room	shaking	hands	and	giving	high	fives	to	their 
	 friends.	Stop	the	music.	Have	kids	quickly	find	a	partner,	share	their	names,	and	show	their	Silly			
	 Bandz.	Have	kids	exchange	a	Silly	Bandz	with	their	partners.	Start	the	music	again.	Tell	kids	to	move		
	 around	the	room	shaking	hands	and	giving	high	fives.	Stop	the	music	and	have	kids	find	a	new	part	
	 ner.	Have	kids	take	turns,	sharing	their	names	and	choosing	one	Silly	Band	to	use	in	a	silly	sentence.		
	 Play	the	music	again.	Have	kids	move	around	shaking	hands	and	giving	high	fives.	Stop	the	music	and		
	 have	kids	find	another	partner.	Tell	kids	to	share	their	names	and	then	tell	about	the	Silly	Bandz	they		
	 like	the	most.	Have	kids	exchange	the	favorite	Silly	Band	with	their	partners.

Have kids return to the circles. 

Questions:

How did you feel making new friends?
How would you have felt if you didn’t have a partner to talk to?

Say: When we don’t have friends to talk to or play with our lives can be very lonely. In our Bible story today, we’ll 
discover that God is our friend and he wants us to live with him forever.
Open your Bible to John 4:5-42 and show the kids the words. 

Say: One day Jesus chose to make friends with a lonely Samaritan woman who was getting water from a well. This 
was shocking because in Bible times, Jews and Samaritans were very different. They didn’t like each other. They weren’t 
friends—in fact, sometimes they didn’t even speak to each other. Jesus asked the woman for a drink of water. Jesus did not 
worry that the woman was a Samaritan and he was a Jew. He chose to be friends with the woman. 

Ask: Why	is	it	important	to	make	friends	with	people	who	might	not	be	like	us?

Say: Jesus told the woman that he wanted to give her living water—the gift of everlasting life.
Show the kids the fountain. Turn on the water. Have them watch the water.

Ask: What	does	the	word	everlasting	mean?

Say: When Jesus offered the Samaritan woman the gift of everlasting life, he was inviting her to be friends with him 
forever.

Ask:	Why	do	you	think	Jesus	befriended	the	Samaritan	woman	and	offered	her	everlasting	life?

Say: God’s gift of everlasting life is for everyone. God is our friend. He wants us to tell others about Jesus and how we 
can be friends with him forever. Let’s play musical friends one more time. Start the music. Move around shaking hands 
and giving high fives. When the music stops, find a partner and share the name of someone you can tell about Jesus. Play 
one more time then gather the kids in circle. Close in prayer, thanking God for Jesus’ everlasting love and the gift of ever-
lasting life.



Interactive Bible Story
 Friends at the Well
	 Kids	will	experience	the	story	of	the	Samaritan	woman	at	the	well	and	discover	that	Jesus	wants	to	be		
	 their	forever	friend.

 What you’ll need:

	 One	small	taster	cup	filled	with	water	per	child
	 Tabletop	fountain

	 Give	each	child	a	taster	cup	filled	with	water.	Tell	the	kids	to	take	a	sip	of	water	every	time	you	say	the		
	 word	water	in	the	Bible	story.

 Open your Bible to John 4:5-42 and show the kids the words. 

Say: One day Jesus was traveling with his disciples through a place called Samaria. It was very hot in Samaria. Jesus 
and the disciples were thirsty. They came to a town where there was a well. Jesus stopped at the well, and the disciples left 
to buy some food. A Samaritan woman came to the well to get some water [drink]. Jesus asked the woman, “Will you 
get me some water [drink] to drink?” The woman was shocked. It was strange for a Jewish man to talk to a Samaritan 
woman. Then Jesus said to the woman, “If you knew who I was, it would be you asking me for water [drink]. If you 
drink the water [drink] I can give you, you will never be thirsty again. This is special water [drink]. It will refresh your 
soul.” The woman grinned and asked Jesus, “Where can I find this water?” [drink]. Jesus told the woman that God had 
sent him into the world to offer him this special water [drink]—the water [drink] of everlasting life. Then Jesus told the 
Samaritan woman to go tell her husband about the special water [drink]. The Samaritan woman frowned and told Jesus 
she did not have a husband. Jesus looked at the woman and said, “I know.” Then he told the woman things about her life 
that only she knew about.

The	Samaritan	woman	was	shocked!	She	ran	and	told	her	friends	about	meeting	Jesus	and	how	he	knew	everything	
about	her.	Her	friends	followed	her	back	to	see	Jesus.	Jesus	told	the	friends	that	God	loved	them	and	wanted	them	
to	have	everlasting	life	too.	Jesus	offered	the	Samaritan	woman	special	water	[drink]—the	water	[drink]	of	everlast-
ing	life.	Let’s	take	a	look	at	our	cups	of	water	[drink]	to	discover	what	Jesus	meant	by	the	water	[drink]	of	everlast-
ing life. 

How	many	of	you	have	water	left	in	your	cups?	How	many	of	your	cups	are	empty?	If	you	have	water	in	your	cups,	
finish	drinking	it.

Show the kids the fountain. Turn it on and have kids watch the water. 

Questions:

How is the water in this fountain like or unlike the water you had in your cups?
What do you think “everlasting” means?

Say: “Everlasting” means “forever.” When Jesus offered the Samaritan woman the gift of everlasting life he was asking 
her to be his friend forever. God is our friend too. He wants to be our friend forever.

Hold	the	empty	cup	in	your	hands	and	look	at	it	while	we	pray.	Dear	God,	even	though	our	cups	are	empty,	our	
hearts	are	full	because	you	are	our	friend.	Thank	you	for	giving	us	the	gift	of	everlasting	life	and	being	our	friend	
forever.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.



Well-Come Punch
Kids will make fruit punch and serve it to new families and guests at church.

 What you’ll need:

	 For	the	Punch	Patrol:
	 One	can	frozen	lemonade	concentrate
	 One	can	frozen	apple	juice	concentrate
	 One	can	frozen	orange	juice	concentrate
	 One	can	frozen	pineapple	juice	concentrate
	 Two	one-liter	bottles	of	ginger	ale
	 Two	oranges,	peeled	and	sliced
	 One	can	of	sliced	pineapple,	drained
	 Large	punch	bowl
 Cups
 Ladle
	 Napkins
	 For	the	Sign	Squad:
	 Large	piece	of	poster	board
	 Markers

Open your Bible to John 4:5-42 and show the kids the words. 

Tell the story:	One	day	Jesus	chose	to	make	friends	with	a	lonely	Samaritan	woman	who	was	getting	water	from	
a	well.	This	was	shocking	because	in	Bible	times,	Jews	and	Samaritans	were	very	different.	They	didn’t	like	each	
other.	They	weren’t	friends—in	fact,	sometimes	they	didn’t	even	speak	to	each	other.	Jesus	asked	the	woman	for	a	
drink	of	water.	Jesus	did	not	worry	that	the	woman	was	a	Samaritan	and	he	was	a	Jew.	He	chose	to	be	friends	with	
the	woman	because	he	had	a	very	special	gift	to	give	her.	He	wanted	to	give	her	the	gift	of	everlasting	life.	Jesus	
wanted	the	Samaritan	woman	to	know	the	he	wanted	her	to	be	his	friend	forever.	Jesus	was	the	Samaritan	woman’s	
friend and he is our friend too. 

Questions:

Why is it important to make friends with people who might not be like us?
How can we tell other people that Jesus is their friend?

One	way	we	can	let	people	know	that	Jesus	is	their	friend	is	to	serve	them.	Today	we’re	going	to	make	Well-Come	
Punch	to	serve	to	the	new	families	and	friends	at	church.

 Directions:
	 Divide	the	class	into	two	groups:	The Punch Patrol and Sign Squad.
	 Have	the	Sign	Squad	make	a	poster	board	that	reads	“Well-Come	Station.”
 Have the Punch Patrol:

	 Empty	cans	of	concentrate	in	the	punch	bowl.
 Slowly add the ginger ale.
 Stir the punch gently with the ladle.



	 Peel	and	slice	the	oranges.	(Suggest	adult	supervision.)
	 Open	the	can	of	pineapple	and	drain	the	liquid.
	 Float	the	sliced	oranges	and	pineapple	on	top	of	the	punch.
	 Set	up	the	Well-Come	station	in	a	highly	visible	area	of	your	church.
	 Help	the	Sign	Squad	attach	their	sign	above	the	station.
	 Place	the	punch,	cups,	and	napkins	at	the	station.
	 Have	kids	serve	the	punch	to	new	families	and	guests	as	they	arrive	at	or	leave	church.
	 Option:	Bring	the	punch	to	a	local	park,	sports	field,	or	community	event	and	serve	it	there.	Be	sure	to	let		
	 people	know	that	God	is	their	friend	as	you	serve	them	the	punch.

Treasure Takeaway:
Kids	will	use	Silly	Bandz	to	discover	that	God	is	their	forever	friend.

 What you’ll need:

	 One	Silly	Bandz	per	child
	 Gather	the	kids	and	have	them	sit	in	a	circle	and	say:	Today	Jesus	befriended	the	Samaritan	woman		
	 and	offered	her	everlasting	life.	God’s	gift	of	everlasting	life	is	for	everyone.	God	is	our	friend.	He			
	 wants	us	to	tell	others	about	Jesus	and	how	we	can	be	friends	with	him	forever.	
	 each	child	a	Silly	Band.	Tell	them	to	place	their	Bandz	on	the	floor	in	front	of	them.
	 Have	the	kids	trace	their	Silly	Bandz	with	their	fingers	three	times.

Say: Find the beginning and the end of your Silly Band. Then, Your Silly Band doesn’t have a beginning or an end. 
How is that like God’s everlasting love for you? God’s love is everlasting. It goes on forever. God is your forever friend.

Turn to a partner and place your Silly Band on his or her wrist as you say, “[Your friend’s name], God is your forever 
friend.”

 



Open your Bible to John 9:1-41, and show children the words. 

Tell	the	story:	Today’s	Bible	story	is	about	a	man	who	had	been	blind	since	he	was	born.	He	couldn’t	see.	Let’s	see	
what	that	might	be	like.	Everyone	close	your	eyes	and	try	to	give	the	person	sitting	next	to	you	a	high	five.	How	
did	you	do?	Imagine	having	to	do	everything	in	your	life	without	being	able	to	see.	That’s	what	life	was	like	for	the	
blind	man	in	the	story.	I	need	your	help	to	tell	the	rest	of	the	story.	Every	time	I	say	the	word	blind	I	want	you	to	
cover	your	eyes	with	both	your	hands.	Let’s	practice.	Practice	with	the	group.	

One	day	Jesus	and	his	friends	met	a	blind	beggar.	The	disciples	wondered	why	the	man	was	blind.	They	asked	
Jesus,	“Is	this	man	blind	because	his	parents	sinned,	or	because	he	did	something	wrong?”	Jesus	answered	the	
disciples	and	said,	“This	man	is	blind	so	that	people	will	see	God’s	special	power	working	in	his	life!”	Then	Jesus	
did	something	amazing.	He	knelt	down	and	spat	on	the	ground.	He	mixed	the	saliva	with	the	dirt	and	made	mud.	
Jesus	took	the	mud	and	placed	it	on	the	blind	man’s	eyes.	Jesus	told	the	blind	man,	“Go	and	wash	in	a	pool.”	The	
blind	man	ran	to	the	pool	and	washed.	He	could	see	for	the	first	time!

Questions:

Why do you think Jesus chose this man to help us see God’s special power?
What do you think the blind man did after he could see again?

Say: God is at work all around us. He is using his special power to care for us, to love us, and to help us. 

Ask:	Where	do	you	see	God’s	special	power	at	work	in	your	life?	How	do	you	respond	to	God’s	special	power	
working	in	your	life?

One	way	we	can	respond	to	God’s	work	in	our	lives	is	to	thank	him.	Everyone,	cover	your	eyes.	We’re	going	to	
pray	and	thank	God	for	his	work	in	our	lives.	Dear	God,	thank	you	for	using	your	special	powers	to	help	the	blind	
man	see.	Thank	you	for	using	your	special	powers	in	our	lives	too.	Open	your	eyes	and	make	binoculars	with	your	
hands.	[Demonstrate.]	Help	us	to	see	the	things	you	are	doing	in	our	lives	too.	We	thank	you	for	(have	kids	name	
ways	they	see	God	working	in	their	lives).	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.

W E E K  F O U R

MESSAGE: 
A New Way of Seeing: 

God is at work all around me.



Treasure Treat:
Kids	will	make	edible	cups	of	mud	to	remind	them	of	the	mud	Jesus	used	to	help	the	blind	man	see.

 What you’ll need:

	 One	box	of	instant	chocolate	pudding	mix
	 Milk
	 Oreo	cookies
	 Chocolate	graham	crackers
	 Ziploc	bags
 Small plastic cups
 Spoons
	 Rolling	pin	or	mallet

 Directions:
	 1.	Use	the	milk	to	make	the	chocolate	pudding	according	to	the	package	directions.	
	 2.	Place	the	Oreo	cookies	in	a	sealed	Ziploc	bag	and	crush	with	a	mallet	or	rolling	pin.
	 3.	Repeat	step	number	2	using	the	chocolate	graham	crackers.
	 4.	Spoon	a	few	tablespoons	of	pudding	into	the	bottom	of	each	plastic	cup.
	 5.	Stir	in	crushed	Oreos	and	graham	crackers.
	 6.	Chill	until	ready	to	serve.
	 	 Place	a	cup	of	mud	and	a	spoon	in	front	of	each	child.	Have	kids	close	their	eyes	and	try	to	eat	the		
	 	 snack.	Wait	15	to	20	seconds.

Questions:
What	was	it	like	to	try	to	eat	your	food	without	seeing	it?
How	do	you	think	the	blind	beggar	ate	his	food	if	he	couldn’t	see	it?
What	do	you	think	happened	when	the	blind	man	finally	saw	his	food?

Say: Jesus healed the blind man to show us God’s special power working is his life. God is at work all around us too. 
God helps us, cares for us, protects us, and loves us. How does it feel to know God is at work in your life too? Let’s thank 
God for his work in our lives and for this delicious snack too.

Close	in	prayer	and	enjoy	the	snack.

Seeing Differently
Children	will	examine	different	optical	illusions	to	explore	how	to	search	for	God	in	new	ways.

 What you’ll need:

	 Images	of	optical	illusions.	(Search	the	Internet	to	find	them.	Go	to	http://brainden.com/optical- 
	 illusions.htm.	Find	the	musician	or	a	woman’s	face,	the	rabbit	or	a	duck,	the	old	woman	or	the	young		
	 girl,	the	seal	or	the	donkey,	and	the	polar	bear	or	the	seal.)
	 Gather	the	kids	in	a	circle.	Open	you	Bible	to	John	9:1-41,	and	show	the	kids	the	words.	Today’s	Bible 



		 story	is	about	how	Jesus	healed	a	blind	man.	Jesus	healed	the	blind	man	using	mud	to	demonstrate		
	 God’s	special	power	working	in	the	blind	man’s	life.
	 God’s	special	power	is	working	in	our	lives	too.	We	have	to	look	for	it.	The	way	that	we	see	God’s 
	 special	power	might	be	different	from	the	way	we	usually	look	for	things.	Let’s	try	an	experiment	to		
	 practice	looking	differently.
	 Show	the	kids	each	optical	illusion.	

Ask: What	do	you	see?

Say: When you looked at each picture, some of you saw one image and some of you saw another. Take a look at the 
pictures again. This time try to see the other image.

Questions:
What	did	you	do	to	help	you	see	the	other	image?
How	is	that	like	looking	for	God	working	in	our	lives?
Why	do	we	need	to	look	differently	to	see	God’s	work	in	our	lives?

Say: God is working in all of our lives. He protects us, helps us, cares for us, and loves us. We need to remember to look 
for his special work always.

Ask:	What	can	help	you	see	God’s	work	in	your	life?

Some	people	use	binoculars	or	magnifying	glasses	to	help	them	see	things	that	are	hard	to	see.	Let’s	make	binocu-
lars	with	our	hands	and	walk	around	the	room	to	see	all	the	ways	God	is	working	around	us.	Form	a	line	and	pa-
rade	around	the	room	naming	ways	you	see	God	at	work,	such	as	in	friends,	animals,	nature,	a	hug,	a	smile,	food,	
and	so	forth.	As	you	walk,	have	kids	name	ways	they	see	God	at	work	too.	

Close in prayer thanking God for all the things the kids named.

Game
 Story Treasure Hunt
	 Kids	will	search	for	treasures	that	help	them	tell	the	story	of	how	Jesus	healed	the	blind	man.
	 Place	the	each	of	the	following	items	in	a	paper	bag.	Number	the	paper	bags.	Hide	the	bags	in	your		
	 playing	area.	If	you	have	more	than	fourteen	kids,	make	two	sets	of	bags.

 What you’ll need:

	 1.	Blindfold
	 2.	Plastic	bag	with	dirt
	 3.	Small	baggy	with	a	few	drops	of	water	
 4. Picture of Jesus
 5. Picture of a few disciples
 6. Picture of a pool
	 7.	Small	bag	of	mud

	 Gather	the	kids	in	a	circle.	Tell	the	kids	that	they’ll	be	going	on	a	treasure	hunt	to	find	clues	to	help		
	 tell	the	story	of	how	Jesus	healed	a	blind	man.	Form	pairs	and	have	each	pair	work	together	to	find		
	 one	paper	bag.	Once	a	pair	has	found	a	clue,	have	them	return	to	the	circle.	Wait	for	all	pairs	to	return		



	 to	the	circle	and	have	everyone	empty	their	bags.	Have	pairs	identify	their	clue	and	to	guess	how	it		
	 relates	to	the	story.	After	everyone	has	guessed,	open	your	Bible	to	John	9:1-41,	and	show	the	kids	the		
	 words.	Tell	the	kids	to	hold	up	their	clue	when	they	hear	it	mentioned	in	the	story.	

Tell the story: One	day	Jesus	and	his	friends,	the	disciples,	met	a	blind	beggar.	The	disciples	wondered	why	the	
man	was	blind.	They	asked	Jesus,	“Is	this	man	blind	because	his	parents	sinned,	or	because	he	did	something	
wrong?”	Jesus	answered	the	disciples	and	said,	“This	man	is	blind	so	that	people	will	see	God’s	special	power	work-
ing	in	his	life.”	Then	Jesus	did	something	amazing.	He	knelt	down	and	spat	on	the	ground.	He	mixed	the	saliva	
with	the	dirt	and	made	mud.	Jesus	took	the	mud	and	placed	it	on	the	blind	man’s	eyes.	Jesus	told	the	blind	man,	
“Go	and	wash	in	a	pool.”	The	blind	man	ran	to	the	pool	and	washed.	He	could	see	for	the	first	time!

Questions:
How	did	your	clues	help	you	see	the	story	in	a	new	way?
What	kind	of	clues	can	we	look	for	to	help	us	see	God’s	special	power	working	in	our	lives?
Who	can	help	us	find	those	clues?

One	way	we	can	look	for	God’s	special	power	in	our	lives	is	to	spend	quiet	time	with	Jesus.	Let’s	do	that	now.	We’re	
going	to	experience	a	quiet	reflection.	During	this	time,	please	do	not	laugh	or	giggle.	Consider	this	a	prayer	time	
where	we	are	quiet	and	peaceful.	Be	respectful	of	the	other	people	here	and	follow	my	directions.	

Everyone,	close	your	eyes.	Pause.	Relax	your	body	from	head	to	toe.	Pause.	Inhale.	Pause.	Exhale.	Pause.	Imagine	
you	are	taking	a	walk	with	Jesus.	Pause.	Notice	how	slowly	he	walks.	Pause.	Walk	right	next	to	him.	Pause.	Jesus	is	
pointing	out	all	the	things	God	is	doing	in	your	life.	Pause.	Look	where	he	is	pointing.	Pause.	What	do	you	see?	
Pause.	What	do	you	hear?	Pause.	What	do	you	smell?	Pause.	Look	at	Jesus’	face.	Pause.	What	expression	do	you	see?	
Pause.	Jesus	is	reaching	out	to	hug	you.	Pause.	How	does	it	feel?	Pause.	Remember	that	feeling	and	open	your	eyes.

Let’s pray.	Thank	you,	Jesus,	for	showing	us	God’s	special	power	in	our	lives.	Thank	you	for	loving	us	and	teaching	
us	how	to	see	God	at	work	everywhere.	In	Jesus’	name,		Amen.

Treasure Takeaway:
Kids	will	wear	rainbow	glasses	and	discover	how	looking	for	God	can	be	surprising	and	fun.

 What you’ll need:

	 Rainbow	glasses	(available	from	http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/product/1190)
	 Gather	the	kids	in	a	circle.	Open	your	Bible	to	John	9:1-41,	and	show	the	kids	the	words.	

Tell the story:	Today’s	Bible	story	is	about	how	Jesus	healed	a	blind	man.	Jesus	healed	the	blind	man	using	mud.	
Jesus	healed	the	blind	man	to	demonstrate	God’s	special	power	working	in	the	blind	man’s	life.	Looking	for	God	at	
work	in	our	lives	can	be	fun.	We	can	see	things	we’ve	never	seen	before.	Everyone	put	on	your	glasses	and	look	at	
the light.

Questions:
How	doe
s	it	feel	to	see	the	light	in	a	new	way?
How	is	that	like	seeing	God	at	work	all	around	you?

Have kids remove their glasses.



Say: We can see God at work all around us. He is there doing incredible things. When we look for God working in our 
lives we’ll see surprising, bright, colorful things—just like we did wearing these glasses. 
Have kids form pairs and take turns affirming one another, saying their friends’ names and “God is working all around 
you. Remember to look for him.” 

Say: Keep your glasses as a reminder to look for God’s awesome, powerful work in your life. You’ll be amazed at what 
you’ll see.
 

Jesus: My Comforter and Forever Friend
 What you’ll need:

	 Towel	or	blanket	for	each	child
 Open your Bible to John 11:1-45 and show the kids the words. 

Tell the story:	Our	Bible	story	today	is	about	how	Jesus	raised	Lazarus	from	the	dead.	In	Bible	times	when	people	
died,	they	were	wrapped	in	cloths.	Wrap	this	blanket	around	you	and	pretend	you	are	Lazarus.	Today’s	story	is	
filled	with	emotions.	When	you	hear	something	that	is	sad,	pretend	to	wipe	tears	from	your	eyes.	[Demonstrate.]	
When	you	hear	something	that	is	happy,	smile	widely.	[Demonstrate.]	And	when	you	hear	something	surprising,	
put	your	hands	on	your	cheeks	and	look	surprised.	[Demonstrate.]	Let’s	practice	our	emotions.	Practice	each	one.	

W E E K  F I V E

MESSAGE: 
Facing Anger and Sadness: God is comforting.



 Let’s begin the story.

	 Jesus’	friend	Lazarus	was	very	sick	[wipe	eyes].	Lazarus’s	sisters	Mary	and	Martha	were	very	sad	and		
	 worried	[wipe	eyes].	They	asked	Jesus	to	come	to	their	house	in	Bethany	and	heal	Lazarus.	But	Jesus		
	 was	busy	teaching	and	healing	people.	He	could	not	rush	to	help	Lazarus	[hands	on	cheeks].	Lazarus		
	 died	[hands	on	cheeks]	[wipe	eyes].	Mary	and	Martha	cried	[wipe	eyes].	When	Jesus	finally	arrived	in 
	 Bethany,	Lazarus	had	already	been	placed	in	the	tomb	with	a	rock	rolled	in	front	of	the	entrance.			
	 Martha	greeted	Jesus	when	he	arrived.	She	was	so	upset	[wipe	eyes].	She	told	Jesus	that	if	he	would		
	 have	arrived	earlier,	he	could	have	saved	her	brother.	Jesus	comforted	sad	Martha	and	said,	“I	am	the		
	 Resurrection	and	the	Life.	People	who	believe	in	me	will	live	again,	even	if	they	have	died”	[smile	or		
	 hands	on	cheeks].

	 Then	Mary	ran	out	of	the	house.	She	was	crying	[wipe	eyes].	When	Jesus	saw	Mary,	he	comforted	her.		
	 Then	he	cried	too	[wipe	eyes].

Questions: 
Why	do	you	think	Jesus	wept?
How	do	you	feel	when	someone	you	loves	dies?

Mary	and	Martha	took	Jesus	to	Lazarus’s	tomb.	Jesus	shouted,	“Roll	back	the	stone!”	Then	something	surprising	
and	shocking	happened	[hands	on	cheeks].	Lazarus	walked	out	of	the	tomb!	Everyone,	remove	your	towel	or	blan-
ket.	He	was	alive!	Mary	and	Martha	were	very	happy	[smile]	because	Jesus	brought	Lazarus	to	life	again	[smile].

When	Jesus	died	and	rose	again,	he	made	it	possible	for	us	to	live	with	him	forever	in	heaven.	When	we	feel	sad	
because	someone	we	love	dies,	we	take	comfort	in	Jesus’	love	for	us.	Because	Jesus	died	and	rose	again,	we	will	live	
forever	with	him	in	heaven.

Grab your towel or blanket and wrap it around you. Pretend your towel or blanket is Jesus’ arms wrapped around you.

Let’s pray: Dear Jesus, thank you for comforting us. Thank you for loving us and making it possible for us to live with 
you forever in heaven. We love you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

 Angry at the Animals
	 Kids	will	watch	a	video	clip	from	Furry	Vengeance	and	explore	what	to	do	in	frustrating	situations.
 What you’ll need:

	 Downloaded	Furry	Vengeance	video	clip	available	at	http://www.wingclips.com.	

 Scene set up: 

	 A	real	estate	developer	named	Dan	moves	his	family	from	Chicago	to	Oregon	when	his	job	calls	for		
	 him	to	oversee	the	building	of	a	major	housing	development.	When	Dan’s	latest	project	threatens	the		
	 homes	of	the	local	forest	creatures,	the	animals	seek	revenge	by	turning	a	peaceful	cul-de-sac	under		
	 construction	into	a	battlefield	of	epic	proportions.	Watch	what	Dan	does	when	a	chirping	bird	sits		
 outside his window. Show the clip.



 
 
 

Questions:
Why	was	Dan	so	angry?
What	did	Dan	do	because	of	his	anger?

Say: Dan’s anger caused to him walk outside on his roof and risk his safety. He fell and got hurt.
When is a time you have been so angry or frustrated that you did something unwise?

Open	your	Bible	to	Psalm 103:8 (NLT)	and	read	the	passage.	“The	LORD	is	compassionate	and	merciful,	slow	to	
get	angry	and	filled	with	unfailing	love.”	What	does	God’s	word	teach	about	us	getting	angry?	God	is	kind,	loving,	
and	merciful.	He	doesn’t	get	mad	quickly.	Think	back	to	the	story	you	just	shared.	
How	would	you	apply	this	verse	to	that	situation?

What	will	you	do	the	next	time	you	are	angry	or	frustrated?

One	way	we	can	reduce	our	anger	or	frustration	is	to	use	comforting	stress	balls.	Stress	balls	are	soft,	squishy	balls	
that	you	can	squeeze	and	toss	to	reduce	anger.	

Show	the	kids	a	stress	ball.	Have	the	kids	take	turns	squeezing	and	tossing	the	ball	to	one	another	as	they	say	things	
that anger them. 

Questions:
How	did	it	feel	to	squeeze	the	ball	as	you	said	what	angers	you?
What	are	some	other	things	that	you	can	do	to	help	you	when	you	are	angry?

Say: We can turn to God when we are angry. He can comfort us.

Open	your	Bible	to	2 Corinthians 1:4 (NLT):	“He	comforts	us	in	all	our	troubles	so	that	we	can	comfort	others.	
When	they	are	troubled,	we	will	be	able	to	give	them	the	same	comfort	God	has	given	us.”

Say: The stress ball felt squishy and soft. What do you think God’s comfort feels like? How will God’s comfort help you 
when you are sad or angry?

Gather	the	kids	in	a	tight	circle	and	have	them	sit	on	the	floor.

Say: I think God’s comfort feels like a great big hug. Everyone put his or her arms around the person next to you. Let’s 
give one another a great, big, group hug while we pray. Dear God, thank you for comforting us when we are sad, angry, 
or frustrated. Help us to comfort others as you comfort us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

 Messy Anger
	 Kids	will	create	webs	and	try	to	unravel	them	to	explore	how	to	find	comfort	when	they	are	angry.

 What you’ll need:

	 Ball	of	yarn	per	group	of	eight
 Form groups of eight.	Have	groups	stand	and	form	a	circle.	Give	the	kid	wearing	the	most	yellow	a		
	 skein	of	yarn.	Have	kids	take	turns	naming	different	things	that	make	them	angry	as	they	toss	the 
	 yarn	across	the	circle	to	one	another.	As	kids	toss	the	yarn,	tell	them	to	hold	on	to	their	section	of	the		
	 yarn,	creating	a	web	across	the	circle.	After	everyone	has	a	piece	of	yarn	and	the	web	is	formed, 
 discuss: What did your anger create? How is the web like what anger creates in our lives?



Let’s try to undo our mess.	Start	with	the	person	holding	the	ball	of	yarn.	Have	that	person	say	something	that	is	
comforting	when	she	or	he	is	angry.	Then	have	her	or	him	try	to	unravel	her	or	his	portion	of	the	web.	Have	kids	
continue	taking	turns	naming	things	that	are	comforting	as	they	unravel	the	web.

After the web is unraveled, discuss:

How	did	you	feel	as	you	unraveled	the	web?
Was	it	easier	to	create	the	web	or	unravel	it?	Why?
In	your	life,	is	it	easier	to	get	angry	or	find	comfort?	Explain.
Where	can	you	find	comfort	when	you	are	angry?

Open	your	Bible	to	2 Corinthians 1:4 (NLT) and read the passage:
“He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them 
the same comfort God has given us.”

Say: When we’re angry, God can comfort us and help us calm down. Where do you need God’s comfort in your life? 
God is comforting. When we’re angry or sad we can turn to God for comfort. We can pray to God and ask him to comfort 
us. Let’s pray right now.

 Make Them Smile
	 Kids	will	try	to	make	friends	smile	to	explore	ways	of	comforting	others.

 What you’ll need:

	 Bible
 Piece of paper for each child
	 Marker	for	each	child

	 In	today’s	Bible	story	when	Jesus	raised	Lazarus	from	the	dead,	Mary	and	Martha	were	no	longer	sad;		
	 they	were	happy.	What	do	you	do	when	you	are	happy?

 Let’s share some smiles with one another right now.

	 Choose	one	person	to	be	“it.”	It	is	the	only	person	who	is	allowed	to	smile.	“It”	tries	to	make	the	other		
	 people	in	the	group	smile.	“It”	can	do	anything	to	get	the	group	members	to	smile	except	touch	them.		
	 Whoever	smiles	first	becomes	“it.”	Play	a	few	rounds.

	 What	was	it	like	to	try	to	make	others	smile?
	 How	does	smiling	change	the	way	you	feel?
	 When	can	a	smile	be	comforting	to	someone	who	is	sad?

Option:

If an “it” cannot make the group smile, ask:

How	did	you	feel	when	you	could	not	make	someone	smile?
How	is	that	like	trying	to	comfort	someone	and	it	doesn’t	work?

Say: Sometimes, no matter what we do, we cannot bring comfort to someone who is sad or angry. That’s OK. God is so 
strong and patient that he can bring comfort to that person.

 



Give	each	child	a	piece	of	paper	and	a	marker.
Think	of	someone	in	your	life	who	is	sad	and	needs	comfort.	Draw	a	frown	on	your	paper	to	represent	that	person	
and how he or she feels. 

Open	your	Bible	to	2 Corinthians 1:4 (NLT):		“He	comforts	us	in	all	our	troubles	so	that	we	can	comfort	others.	
When	they	are	troubled,	we	will	be	able	to	give	them	the	same	comfort	God	has	given	us.”

How do you feel knowing that God will comfort you when you are sad?

Why	do	you	think	God	wants	us	to	be	a	comfort	to	others?
Turn	your	paper	upside	down.	
What	happened	to	your	frown?

Say: When we comfort others, we can make them feel better. 

Hold	your	paper	in	your	hands.	Think	of	the	person	you’ve	named	as	you	look	at	the	paper.	Let’s	pray	for	God’s	
comfort	in	our	lives	and	in	the	lives	on	the	people	you	named.

Close in prayer.

Treasure Takeaway:

 Squishy Pal
	 Kids	will	make	stress	balls	to	use	when	they	are	angry	or	frustrated.

 What you’ll need:

	 Two	round	balloons	for	each	child
 Small funnels
	 Flour	or	cornstarch
 Scissors

 Directions:
	 Set	out	cups	of	flour,	funnels,	scissors,	and	balloons.
	 Have	each	kid	place	the	funnel	into	the	opening	of	a	balloon.
	 Tell	kids	to	slowly	pour	flour	into	the	funnel,	filling	the	bulb	portion	of	the	balloon	completely.
	 Help	kids	tie	the	opening	of	the	balloon.
	 Have	kids	use	scissors	to	trim	the	neck	of	the	balloon	about	¼	inch	above	the	knot.
	 Set	the	filled	balloon	aside.
	 Have	kids	cut	off	the	neck	and	the	rounded	bottom	of	the	second	balloon	creating	a	1-inch 
	 balloon	band.
	 Take	the	band	and	stretch	it	around	the	filled	balloon.

	 Gather	kids	in	circle	and	say:	Grab	your	Stress	Pal.	Squeeze	and	knead	it.	[Demonstrate.]	Think	of		
	 something	that	causes	anger	or	sadness	in	your	life.	Maybe	you	are	angry	with	a	friend	or	a	brother	or		
	 sister.	Maybe	you	are	sad	because	someone	you	love	has	died.	

 Allow kids time to think.



Questions:
How	do	you	feel	when	you	think	of	those	things?
What	do	you	do	when	you	feel	that	way?

We	can	turn	to	God	when	we	are	angry	or	sad.	He	can	comfort	us.

Open	your	Bible	to	2 Corinthians 1:4 (NLT):	“He	comforts	us	in	all	our	troubles	so	that	we	can	comfort	others.	
When	they	are	troubled,	we	will	be	able	to	give	them	the	same	comfort	God	has	given	us.”

Let’s pray and ask God to comfort and calm us during the times we remembered. Squeeze your Stress Pal as we pray:

Dear God, Sometimes	I	am	angry.	(Have	kids	say	why	they’re	angry.)	Sometimes	I	am	sad.	(Have	kids	say	why	
they’re	sad.)	I	know	you	are	there	to	comfort	me.	(Have	kids	hug	themselves.)	In	good	times	and	bad.	In	Jesus’	
name,	Amen.

Make Things Right
Kids	will	watch	a	video	clip	from	Doogal	and	explore	how	Jesus	died	on	the	cross	for	the	forgiveness	of	our	sins.

 What you’ll need:

 Downloaded Doogal “Make Things Right” clip from  http://www.wingclips.com 
	 One	washbasin	filled	halfway	with	sand	per	group	of	four
	 One	knife	per	group	of	four	to	rake	the	sand

W E E K  S I X

MESSAGE: 
Turn Away from Temptation



 Scene set up: 

	 Doogal	is	a	cute	mutt	who	loves	candy.	He’s	on	a	mission	to	save	the	world	from	an	evil	sorcerer 
	 named	Zeebad	who	wants	to	freeze	the	earth	forever.	Doogal’s	friends—Dylan,	a	guitar-playing 
	 rabbit;	Ermintrude,	an	opera-singing	cow;	and	Brian,	a	bashful	snail—join	him	in	this	daring 
	 adventure.	In	this	clip,	Doogal	and	his	buddies	are	discussing	what	happened	after	Doogal’s 
	 candy	robbery	goes	awry.	Take	a	look.	

Questions:
What	did	Doogal	do	wrong?
How	did	he	feel	about	doing	those	things?
At	the	end	of	the	clip,	Doogal	said	he	wouldn’t	rest	until	he	did	everything	in	his	power	to	make	things	right.	
What	do	you	think	it	means	to	make	things	right?

Say: When we make things right, we ask for forgiveness for the things we’ve done or said. Jesus made things right be-
tween us and God when he died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Open	your	Bible	to	Matthew 27:11-54,	and	show	the	kids	the	words.

Jesus and the disciples had just entered Jerusalem. Many people were happy to see them. A few people were not happy to 
see Jesus and the disciples. They were angry with Jesus, and asked the leaders to arrest him. Some mean guards arrested 
Jesus and treated him very badly.
How do you feel when people are mean to you?

The mean guards took Jesus to Pilate. Pilate was a judge. He had to decide if Jesus had done anything wrong. The people 
claimed that Jesus told people not to pay their taxes. They also said that Jesus told everyone he was the Christ. If you were 
Pilate, how would you decide if Jesus did anything wrong?

Pilate decided that Jesus didn’t do anything wrong. But the mean people disagreed. They believed that Jesus should not be 
set free. The guards took Jesus and two criminals to a hill. A crowd of people followed them. Many people in the crowd 
were sad that Jesus was going to die. Other people cheered. The guards hung Jesus on a cross to die next to criminals. The 
mean people shouted at Jesus, calling him names. Jesus hung on the cross until he died. Before Jesus died, he asked God to 
forgive the mean people and guards who hung him on the cross. He wanted to make things right between God and those 
people. Jesus wants to make things right between God and us too. Because Jesus died on the cross, our sins are forgiven and 
things are made right with God.

Divide kids into groups of four. Assign an adult or youth volunteer to join each group. Set a washbasin filled with sand in 
the center of each group. Let the volunteers know that during the prayer, they’ll need to rake the sand in the washbasin.

Say: Think of a sin or something you’ve done wrong—something you need God’s forgiveness for. Maybe you’ve lied, 
been mean, or stolen something from a friend. Draw or write a word or picture that represents that thing in your smooth, 
flat sand. Look at you what you’ve drawn or written. 

What	did	it	do	to	the	smooth,	flat	sand?
How	is	that	like	what	sin	does	to	our	lives?

We	don’t	have	to	live	with	messy	sins	in	our	lives.	We	can	give	them	to	Jesus.	Because	Jesus	died	on	the	cross,	our	
sins	are	forgiven.



Let’s	pray	and	ask	Jesus	to	forgive	us.	Close	your	eyes.	(As	you	pray,	have	volunteers	rake	the	sand	in	the	washba-
sins	to	make	the	surface	of	the	sand	smooth	again.)

Dear Jesus,	We’re	sorry	for	the	bad	things	we’ve	done.	Please	forgive	us.	Thank	you	for	making	things	right	with	
God for us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Open	your	eyes	and	take	a	look	at	your	sand.	How	is	what	happened	to	the	sand	like	what	happens	to	us	when	
Jesus	forgives	us?

Your	sand	is	no	longer	messy	and	rough.	It’s	smooth	and	clean.	That’s	how	our	lives	are	when	Jesus	forgives	us.	
They’re	no	longer	messy	and	confusing.	They’re	made	“right.”	When	Jesus	forgives	us,	he’s	made	things	right	be-
tween us and God. 

Treasure Takeaway:
Have	kids	take	a	small	bit	of	sand	from	the	basin	and	place	it	in	a	Ziploc	bag.	Tell	kids	to	keep	the	sand	as	a	re-
minder	that	Jesus	forgives	them.

 Sour-full Sins to Sweet Celebration
 What you’ll need:

	 Sour	Patch	Kids	or	Life	Savers	Gummies	Sours	candy*
	 Jesus	Love	Me	and	Forgives	Me	coloring	sheet
 Crayons
 * Be sure these are sour at first and then turn sweet as they dissolve.

	 Give	each	child	a	package	of	Sour	Patch	Kids	candy.	Say:	This	candy	represents	sins—all	the	bad			
 things we do. Put the candy in your mouth and let it rest on your tongue. Close your eyes. As the  
	 candy	dissolves,	talk	to	God	about	the	bad	things	you	are	sorry	for.	Play	Chris	Tomlin’s	“Amazing		
	 Love”	while	kids	are	thinking.	After	a	minute,	turn	down	the	music	and	read	aloud	Romans 3:23  

 (NIV):	The	Bible	tells	us	that	“all	have	sinned	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God.”	We’ve	all	done			
	 things	that	are	wrong,	but	we	don’t	have	to	live	with	those	bad	things	forever.	We	can	ask	Jesus	to		
	 forgive	us.	Let’s	pray	and	ask	Jesus	to	forgive	us	for	the	bad	things	we’ve	done.	Dear	Jesus,	we’re	sorry		
	 for	the	bad	things	we’ve	done.	Please	forgive	us.	In	your	name,	Amen.

	 How	does	your	candy	taste	now?	
	 How	is	that	like	how	you	feel	knowing	Jesus	forgives	you?

	 We	can	be	happy	our	sins	are	forgiven.	

	 Turn	to	the	person	next	you	and	give	him	or	her	a	high	five	as	you	say,	“My sins are forgiven!”
	 Give	each	child	an	“I’m forgiven!”	handout	and	crayons.	[NOTE:	This	is	an	open-ended	coloring			
	 sheet.	On	the	left	side	of	the	page,	have	a	line	drawing	of	Jesus	with	his	arm	extended	outward	as	if	he		
	 is	hugging	a	child.	Kids	will	draw	themselves	next	to	Jesus.	The	caption	should	read	“Jesus loves me  
 and forgives me.”	Draw	Jesus	in	a	garden	or	other	peaceful	place.]

	 Who	do	you	see	in	this	picture?	What	do	you	think	he	is	doing?

	 Jesus	is	hugging	a	very	special	person	in	this	picture:	you!	Why	do	you	think	Jesus	is	hugging	you?		
 Draw yourself standing next to Jesus. 



	 Have	each	child	complete	the	picture.

	 Once	the	kids	have	finished,	have	each	child	hold	his	or	her	picture	in	the	palm	of	his	or	her	hands		
	 and	look	at	it	while	you	pray.	Dear God,	thank	you	for	loving	us	and	forgiving	us.	We	love	you	too.		
 In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Treasure Takeaway:
Use	this	picture	as	a	reminder	that	Jesus	loves	and	forgives	all	of	us.

 Cross Skewers
	 Kids	will	make	grape	kabob	crosses.	

 What you’ll need:

	 Red	seedless	grapes	or	other	fruit	cubes
	 Two	six-inch	wooden	skewers	per	child	(trim	the	points	for	safety)
	 Set	out	grapes	and	skewers.
	 Show	the	kids	how	to	poke	the	skewer	through	the	grapes	and	thread	them	on	the	skewer.
	 Have	kids	place	their	finished	skewers	in	the	shape	of	a	cross	on	their	plates.

	 When	Jesus	died	on	the	cross,	the	guards	nailed	sharp	nails	into	his	hands.	
	 How	does	poking	the	grape	with	a	skewer	remind	you	of	what	happened	to	Jesus?
	 How	do	you	think	Jesus	felt	dying	on	the	cross?
	 Why	did	Jesus	die	on	the	cross?

	 Have	kids	pray,	thanking	Jesus	for	loving	us	and	dying	for	us.	Let	kids	eat	their	snacks.
	 As	kids	eat	their	snacks,	ask:

 How does it make you feel knowing that Jesus died to forgive your sins?

 Because Jesus died on the cross, we can live forever in heaven with God.

 The Power of Forgiveness
 What you’ll need:

 Nothing

Kids will experience the power of forgiving others.

Open	your	Bible	and	read	aloud	Romans 3:23.	The	Bible	tells	us	that	“all	have	sinned	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	
of	God.”	We’ve	all	done	things	that	are	wrong.	But	we	don’t	have	to	live	with	those	bad	things	forever.	We	can	ask	
Jesus	to	forgive	us.

Have kids sit in a circle holding hands.

Jesus	died	for	the	forgiveness	of	our	sins.	Because	Jesus	forgives	us,	he	wants	us	to	forgive	others	too.	Let’s	play	a	
game	to	see	what	happens	when	we	share	Jesus’	forgiveness	with	others.

Jesus	died	for	the	forgiveness	of	our	sins.	Squeeze	the	hand	of	the	child	to	your	right	and	say,	“Because	Jesus	for-
gives	me,	I	can	forgive	others.”	Have	the	player	who	had	his	or	her	hand	squeezed,	squeeze	the	hand	of	the	kid	to	
his or her right and repeat the sentence.



Have	kids	continue	passing	the	squeeze	and	saying	the	sentence	around	the	circle	until	it	returns	to	the	starting	
point.

Say: How is passing the squeeze like sharing God’s forgiveness with others?
Why should we forgive others?

Think	of	someone	you	need	to	forgive.	It	could	be	a	friend,	a	brother	or	sister,	or	your	mom	or	dad.

Let’s pray and ask God to help you forgive that person.

During	our	prayer,	we’ll	pass	the	squeeze	one	more	time.	When	you	receive	it,	say	the	name	of	the	person	you	need	
to	forgive.

 Dear God, 

	 Thank	you	for	sending	your	son,	Jesus,	to	die	for	us	so	our	sins	could	be	forgiven.	Help	us	to	forgive		
	 others	like	you	forgive	us.	Help	us	forgive	[Say	the	name	of	someone	you	want	to	forgive,	then		 	
	 squeeze	the	hand	of	the	child	to	your	right.	Have	that	child	say	the	name	of	someone	he	or	she	needs		
	 to	forgive	and	then	squeeze	the	next	person’s	hand.	Continue	until	the	squeeze	returns	to	the	starting		
	 point.]	In	Jesus’ name, Amen.

 Forgiveness Tag
	 Kids	will	play	a	game	of	tag	to	discover	that	Jesus	wants	us	to	forgive	others.
	 Choose	one	child	to	be	“it.”	“It”	tries	to	tag	other	players.	Once	another	player	is	tagged,	he	or	she		
	 must	take	a	knee.	Tagged	players	shout,	“Jesus	died	for	my	sins!”	to	attract	the	attention	of	other 
	 players	who	can	free	them	by	tagging	them	and	saying,	“You	are	forgiven.”	Play	a	few	times	and	then		
	 gather	the	kids	for	discussion.

Questions:

In	this	game,	was	it	harder	to	be	tagged	or	freed?	Why?
In	your	life,	is	it	harder	for	you	to	forgive	or	be	forgiven?	Why?

Jesus	loved	us	so	much	that	he	died	on	the	cross	for	the	forgiveness	of	our	sins.	What	do	you	think	it	was	like	for	
Jesus	to	die	on	the	cross?	Even	though	Jesus’	death	was	horrible,	it	was	part	of	God’s	plan	to	make	it	possible	for	us	
to	live	with	him	forever	in	heaven.	Let’s	pray	and	thank	Jesus	for	his	love	and	forgiveness.	Find	a	partner,	face	each	
other,	and	take	a	knee.	[Demonstrate.]	Dear	God,	thank	you	for	sending	your	son,	Jesus,	to	take	the	punishment	
for	our	sins.	Because	Jesus	died	on	the	cross,	our	sins	are	forgiven.	Look	at	your	partner	and	say,	“You	are	forgiven”	
and	then	stand	up.	We	love	you,	God.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.


