
Fearless: The Courage to Question 

FaithLink Café – A Model for Engaging Seekers 

Is there room for Nicodemus in today’s church? 
 
Say you are preaching a riveting sermon to a wide-eyed congregation of believers. All of a sudden, 
someone stands up from the back row and asks a question…earnestly seeking an answer about 
something you’ve said. Or, imagine that it’s offering time and a person begins frantically asking those 
around him, “What’s this for? How much should I put in?” What if, during Holy Communion, someone 
asks for seconds because it tastes so good? 
 
To those steeped in religious life, these may be preposterous scenarios. But if someone new shows up at 
your church on Sunday and has questions, where is the appropriate setting to ask questions?   
 
Rethink Church offers FaithLink Café as a model to begin preparing such a place. Through accessible 
curriculum and a hospitable environment, your local church can prepare an environment where people 
enjoy being in Christian discourse with one another, about issues relevant to the life of discipleship.  
 
How do I setup FaithLink Café in my local church? 
 
1) Purchase FaithLink curriculum by going to http://tinyurl.com/6uu9ch.  
2) Locate an easily accessible space in your church facility. You don’t want guests having to maneuver 

halls any more than necessary.  
3) Is the room you’ve chosen welcoming? If it’s got white walls and folding chairs, it may not be.  

Consider these things: 
a) Paint the room a warm color.  
b) If your budget allows, get comfortable chairs that people will enjoy sitting in for a while. Shop 

for bargains at your local thrift stores, or consider getting seat cushions. Add lamps – good 
lighting can make a difference. 

4) Purchase Fair Trade Coffee. It tastes good, and makes a statement that you care about the world. 
Use real coffee mugs if possible, or recyclable cups. 

5) Determine the day and time that’s best for your community. If there are high numbers of singles, a 
Friday or Saturday night may work well.  If it’s held at 6 p.m., perhaps dinner at a local restaurant 
could follow. 

6) Find a facilitator who allows for creative conversation. This cannot be a teaching session with 
lecture. All persons should be encouraged to share thoughts and opinions. The facilitator should not 
be quick to answer difficult questions, because it can halt further discussion.   

7) Advertise! Rethink Church has provided graphics that can be used on your website and printed as a 
banner in your local church. Be sure to update your Find A Church page online so those searching for 
a seeker-friendly location can find you. 
 

You may think of many ways to welcome those who question. Share what your church is doing on The 
United Methodist Church Facebook page: facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch.  

http://tinyurl.com/6uu9ch

