


Report by Bishop on Decision of Law 

Report by Bishop J. Michael Lowry, Resident Bishop of the Central Texas Conference of 
the United Methodist Church on a Decision of Law 

The Annual Meeting of the Central Texas Conference 
Debate and Subsequent vote on a Resolution entitled 

“What’s Next in the Central Texas Annual Conference 2019”   
June 12, 2019 

 
Statement of Facts: 
 
The Central Texas Conference debated and subsequently voted on an amended version (the 
amendment had been previously accepted) of a resolution entitled “What’s Next in the Central 
Texas Annual Conference 2019.”  (see attached minutes) Carol Waddell asked for clarification 
on “what the body was voting on” as it related to the 4 numbered points of the second “whereas” 
paragraph and/or the “to be resolved” portion of the resolution. [Waddell: “Does it say that we 
are in agreement with What’s Next?  Bishop: “‘Whereas’ reflects the movement of the motion. 
We are voting on the ‘Therefore, be it resolved.’  We are not able to change church law.”] 
Bishop Lowry added, “The ‘Whereas’ portion is informational.  This does not bind the 
Conference or conference officials.”  Rev. Margaret Stratton asked for an “Appeal for Decision 
of Law to make sure this resolution is legal.” Bishop Lowry ruled that the amended resolution 
was “appropriately before us [i.e. The Annual Conference delegates].  The amended resolution 
does not bind the conference or conference officials, so it is appropriate.  I reiterate that the 
‘Whereas’ reflect the sentiment of the conference, but the Conference is not bound by this.  This 
is an aspirational standard.  Actions adopted are in the ‘Resolved’ portion” of the Resolution. 

The Resolution “What’s Next in the Central Texas Annual Conference 2019” passed on a paper 
ballot vote: 426 in favor, 216 no, 2 abstentions, 3 blank ballots. 

Jurisdiction:  

The Judicial council has jurisdiction under ¶51 and ¶56.3 of the Constitution of the United 
Methodist Church and under ¶2609.6 of The Discipline of the United Methodist Church 2016. 

Analysis and Rationale: 

The “Whereas” portions of the Resolution “What’s Next in the Central Texas Conference 2019” 
express the preference of the Conference.  The second paragraph beginning with “And Whereas” 
reflects and restates four points adopted by a gathering of lay and clergy individuals at a meeting 
entitled “UMC Next” held at Church of the Resurrection in the spring of 2019 prior to the 
opening of the Central Texas Annual Conference.  Their inclusion in the aforesaid resolution is a 
reporting on action taken by the “UMC Next” Conference and the endorsement of those 
recommended actions by the makers of the resolution.  As such they constitute the opinion, 
desire and hope of the makers of the Resolution.  The adoption of the aforesaid resolution with 
these four points included further states a desire and hope of a majority of the delegates of the 



Central Texas Conference.  As such, they are aspirational in nature and not binding on delegates, 
churches or officials of the Central Texas Conference.  Numerous Judicial Council rulings have 
held that a Conference may adopt aspirational resolutions as long as they do not call for action 
negating The Discipline of the United Methodist Church.  Those decisions include but are not 
limited to Judicial Council Decisions No. 1044, 1283, 1340, and 1357. 

The last paragraph of the Resolution “What’s Next in the Central Texas Conference 2019” which 
begins with the phrase “Therefore, be it resolved” contains the applicable action elements of the 
resolution adopted by the Central Texas Conference.  The “resolved portion” calls for 1) 
listening to one another, 2) praying for one another, and 3) loving one another “as Christ loves 
each and all of us.”  The “Resolved” portion of the Resolution does not call for the members of 
the Central Texas Annual Conference, member churches or Conference staff to do anything 
contrary to The Discipline of the United Methodist Church 2016.  The Resolution “What’s Next 
in the Central Texas Conference 2019” is legally before the delegates of the Central Texas 
Conference because the “Whereas” portion of the Resolution is aspirational in nature and the 
“Resolved” portion of the Resolution is legally appropriate for the reasons stated in the previous 
sentence. 

Bishop’s Ruling: 

The presiding bishop, J. Michael Lowry (Resident Bishop of the Central Texas Conference in the 
Fort Worth Episcopal Area) rules that the Resolution ““What’s Next in the Central Texas Annual 
Conference 2019” as amended and voted upon is legally before the delegates of the Central 
Texas Annual Conference.  As presented and amended, the Resolution is consistent and 
acceptable within the parameters of the Doctrine and Discipline of United Methodist Church as 
stated in The Discipline of the United Methodist Church 2016.   

 

 

 

 

 

 





This Resolution was amended and approved as amended on 6-12-2019. 
 

A Resolution on  
What’s Next in the  

Central Texas Annual Conference 
2019 

Whereas: On May 20-22, 2019 a group of lay and clergy members of the Central Texas Conference participated in 
a meeting in Kansas City, KS at The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection called, UMC Next. We gathered 
with 600 centrist and progressive United Methodists to dialogue about how we might move forward following the 
passage of the Traditional Plan by the 2019 General Conference. 
And Whereas: As a result of the group’s work, a statement and four primary commitments were clearly and 
consensually agreed upon by the group: 

“We believe these commitments are essential to a hope-filled future for the global Methodist movement 
as we make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world:” 
1. We long to be passionate followers of Jesus Christ, committed to a Wesleyan vision of Christianity, 

anchored in scripture and informed by tradition, experience, and reason as we live a life of personal 
piety and social holiness. 

2. We commit to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in all forms and toward all people and build a 
church which affirms the full participation of all ages, nations, races, classes, cultures, gender 
identities, sexual orientations, and abilities. 

3. We reject the Traditional Plan approved at General Conference 2019 as inconsistent with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and will resist its implementation. 

4. We will work to eliminate discriminatory language and the restrictions and penalties in the Discipline 
regarding LGBTQ persons. We affirm the sacred worth of LGBTQ persons, celebrate their gifts, and 
commit to being in ministry together. 

And Whereas:  We believe that we must all continue to pray for the future of our denomination and the ongoing 
fruitfulness of every local congregation, 
Therefore, be it resolved:  That we as members of the Central Texas Annual Conference commit ourselves to 
continuing to listen to one another, to be in dialogue with one another, to pray for one another, and above all, to 
love one another as Christ loves each and all of us. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,

Tom Harkrider 
Tim Bruster 
Kim Simpson 
Chris Hayes 
Jeff Smith 
Mary Spradlin 
Mary Teague 
Darlene Alfred 
Casey Orr 

Kathy Ezell 
Bob Holloway 
Judy Holloway 
Marianne Brown 
Glenda Whitehead 
Ethan Gregory 
Johnny Brower 
Eric McKinney 
Jim Sanders 
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List of names and addresses of interested parties: 
 
Rev. Margaret Stratton (“What’s Next” Resolution) 
5001 Stadium 
Fort Wort, TX   76133 
 
 
Rev. Steve Holston (“Transparency” Resolution) 
PO Box 7736 
Waco, TX   76714 
 
 
J. Michael Lowry 
Resident Bishop, Central Texas Conference 
3200 E. Rosedale 
Fort Worth, TX   76105 
 
 
Dr. Clifton O. Howard 
Conference Secretary, Central Texas Annual Conference 
3200 East Rosedale 
Fort Worth, TX   76105 
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