


Report by Bishop on Decision of Law 

Report by Bishop J. Michael Lowry, Resident Bishop of the Central Texas Conference of 
the United Methodist Church on a Decision of Law 

The Annual Meeting of the Central Texas Conference 
Debate and Subsequent vote on a Resolution entitled 

“Transparency of Usage of Funds Used for Clergy Trials”   
June 12, 2019 

 
Statement of Facts: 
 
The Central Texas Conference debated and subsequently voted on a resolution entitled 
“Transparency of Usage of Funds Used for Clergy Trials.”  (see attached minutes)  
 
The Resolution expressed a desire that no “apportionment funds, mission or ministry budget 
dollars, nor reserved funds” be spent on clergy trials.  [Note: The Resolution does not specify 
what type or kind of clergy trials, therefore it must be assumed that the reference is to all clergy 
trials.]  The Resolution further states that “so far as confidentiality permits, the CTC [Central 
Texas Conference] will be transparent in the use of financial resources for trials.”  It further 
directs that specific actions be taken in the budgeting process to ensure transparency in the usage 
of such funds (i.e. anticipated cost for trials for the upcoming year and the reporting of actual 
cost of clergy trials for the preceding year). 
 
In the ensuing debate, “the Rev. Richard Reed made a point of clarification stating that one does 
not know whether an investigation will result” in a trial. Bishop Lowry stated that it is not his 
place to answer [where an investigation would lead, i.e. whether or not it would go to trial] Gary 
Smith (Bethel, Waxahachie) asked a question about if the resolution were adopted, where funds 
would come from.  Rev. Clifton Howard, Conference Secretary and Assistant to the Bishop, 
answered: “This resolution does not bind the annual conference.  It is encouraging us to spend as 
little funds on trials as necessary and be transparent about what is spent.”  Rev. Steve Holston 
asked for a ruling of Law: “I am asking for a ruing of law because of the confusion of the body 
about the Resolution.  I am asking for a review by the Bishop and the Judicial Council on the 
legality of the Resolution.” 
 
Bishop Lowry ruled that “the Resolution is legal because it does not bind the conference from 
spending money on investigations and trials.” 
 
The Resolution “Transparency of Usage of Funds Used for Clergy Trials” passed on a standing 
vote. 
 
Jurisdiction:  



The Judicial council has jurisdiction under ¶51 and ¶56.3 of the Constitution of the United 
Methodist Church and under ¶2609.6 of The Discipline of the United Methodist Church 2016. 

Analysis and Rationale: 

The Resolution expresses an aspirational desire of the Conference, “Be it therefore resolved that 
the CTC desires to spend no apportionment funds, mission or ministry budget dollars, nor 
reserved funds for such trials.”  The critical word in the Resolution is the word “desires.”  Such a 
statement delineates the aspirational intent of the Resolution. 

The following paragraph upholds requirements in The Discipline of the United Methodist Church 
2016 regarding issues of confidentiality as noted and implied in ¶362.  (See ¶362b “no verbatim 
record shall be made” and the limited list of those to be notified of a disposition of the complaint; 
see also ¶362c with a specific requirement for agreement on “any matters to be disclosed to third 
parties.”)  Furthermore, the phrase “so far as confidentiality permits” allows room for an 
insurance company to insist that a proposed settlement on a matter of civil law be kept 
confidential.  

The Resolution expresses an aspirational desire of the Conference for transparency while 
protecting appropriate confidentiality rights in both church law (The Discipline) and Civil law. 
Numerous Judicial Council rulings have held that a Conference may adopt aspirational 
resolutions as long as they do not call for action negating The Discipline of the United Methodist 
Church.  Those decisions include but are not limited to Judicial Council Decisions No. 1044, 
1283, 1340, and 1357.  The Resolution “Transparency of Usage of Funds Used for Clergy 
Trials” is not binding on The Central Texas Conference or its officials.  

Bishop’s Ruling: 

The presiding bishop, J. Michael Lowry (Resident Bishop of the Central Texas Conference in the 
Fort Worth Episcopal Area) rules that the Resolution “Transparency of Usage of Funds Used for 
Clergy Trials” is legally before the delegates of the Central Texas Annual Conference.  





RESOLUTION 
TRANSPARENCY OF USAGE OF FUNDS  

USED FOR CLERGY TRIALS 
June 9, 2019 

 

WHEREAS for decades the Central Texas Annual Conference (CTC) has been focused on innovative 
mission and ministry and, 

WHEREAS our congregations have been persistently encouraged by Bishop Michael Lowry and the CTC 
cabinet to focus on our mission field and context of ministry and, 

WHEREAS our desire as an Annual Conference is to be leaders in creative and innovative mission and 
ministry and, 

WHEREAS based on historical data we are aware that the expense of clergy investigations and trials 
devour valuable resources, perhaps as much as $40,000 to $100,0001 each for conducting said trial 
(pending duration, area, venue, attorney fees, presiding bishop fees, and not including the loss of clergy 
work hours in the local church for serving in trials), and, 

WHEREAS currently those expenses will be passed on to the churches of the Annual Conference by 
levying future apportionments or the consumption of mission and ministry dollars by using reserve 
funds, 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the CTC desires to spend no apportionment funds, mission or ministry 
budget dollars, nor reserved funds for such trials. 

BE IT THEREFORE FURTHER RESOLVED that, so far as confidentiality permits, the CTC will be transparent 
in the use of financial resources for trials and will place a line item in the CTC budget that estimates the 
cost of anticipated clergy misconduct investigations resulting in trials for the upcoming year; and that 
delineates the actual cost of clergy trials for the preceding year. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Tom Harkrider        
Tim Bruster     
Kim Simpson 
Chris Hayes               
Jeff Smith                   
Mary Spradlin            
Ginger Bassford        
Mary Teague  
 
 
 

                                                            
1 Number is approximate, based on information obtained from GCFA, 060319. VOB 

 
 
Darlene Alfred           
Casey Orr                   
Kathy Ezell                 
Bob Holloway            
Judy Holloway           
Marianne Brown    
Glenda Whitehead    
Ethan Gregory           
Johnny Brower          
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List of names and addresses of interested parties: 
 
Rev. Margaret Stratton (“What’s Next” Resolution) 
5001 Stadium 
Fort Wort, TX   76133 
 
 
Rev. Steve Holston (“Transparency” Resolution) 
PO Box 7736 
Waco, TX   76714 
 
 
J. Michael Lowry 
Resident Bishop, Central Texas Conference 
3200 E. Rosedale 
Fort Worth, TX   76105 
 
 
Dr. Clifton O. Howard 
Conference Secretary, Central Texas Annual Conference 
3200 East Rosedale 
Fort Worth, TX   76105 
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