


 

 

 

 
 

To: Secretary of the Judicial Council 
       5556 North Sheridan Road #610 
       Chicago, IL 60640 
 
Re: Petition for Declaratory Decision 
 
Enclosed please find: 
 

 Petition for Declaratory Decision 

 Text of the written Petition as originally presented 

 Minutes of the proceedings 

 Name and address of interested party. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



California-Pacific Conference 
Petition for Declaratory Decision 
Approved by the Annual Conference on 6/17/17 
 
Text of the Petition for Declaratory Decision as originally presented 
The California-Pacific Annual Conference hereby petitions the Judicial Council for a 
declaratory decision under Para. 2610.2.j: Is the sentence in the Book of Discipline 161.G 
“…and considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching” illegal because it violates 
the First and Second Restrictive Rules (Para 17 & 18) and in particular the First Restrictive 
Rule which states that the General Conference shall not “establish any new standards or rules of 
doctrine contrary to our present existing and established standards of doctrine” (Para 17) 
 
From the UM Daily (minutes) 
33rd Annual Session of the California-Pacific Annual Conference 
Plenary 6 
Saturday, June 17, 2017 
2:00 PM 
 
Bishop Hagiya recognized Mic 2, and Dr. James Dwyer moved for Cal-Pac to request a 
Declaratory Decision from the Judicial Council to determine the legality of the sentence in the 

2016 Book of Discipline ❡161.G, “and considers this practice incompatible with Christian 

teaching,” because it violates the First and Second Restrictive Rules ❡17-18, and in particular 
the First Restrictive Rule, which states that “The General Conference shall not … establish any 
new standards or rules of doctrine contrary to our present existing and established standards of 

doctrine” (❡17). The motion was seconded. 
One-fifth of the body is required to support a request for a Declaratory Decision. The body 
voted and it was supported. The request will be sent to Judicial Council. Interested party: 
 
Interested Party 
Rev. James Dwyer 
787 Plymouth Road 
Claremont, CA 91711-4249 
jamesdwyer@me.com 
 
 
 
 
Submitted as required along with Petition for Declaratory Decision Form, 
Rev. Karen Clark Ristine 
Conference Secretary 
California-Pacific Conference. 
 





List of Interested Parties in Docket No. 1017-11 
 
 
 
Rev. Karen Ristine 
Conference Secretary 
California-Pacific Annual Conference 
110 S. Euclid Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
Phone: 619-850-7435 
Fax: 626-796-7297 
E-mail: secretary@calpacumc.org 
 
 
Rev. Dr. James Dwyer 
787 Plymouth Road 
Claremont, CA 91711-4249 
E-mail: jamesdwyer@me.com  
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