
Video Transcript: 

An Invitation to Engage in Discussion about 

The United Methodist Church:  

A Connection for a Worldwide Mission 
 

Part I) VIDEO SCRIPT 

For Bishop Ough and Judi Kenaston 

 

BISHOP OUGH: Welcome to our conversation on the worldwide nature of The United 
Methodist Church.  My name is Bruce Ough and I am the bishop assigned by the Council of 
Bishops as the chair of The Connectional Table this quadrennium.  We want to take a few 
minutes of your time to share information with you as you embark on this process of joining us 
in discerning a new way forward for the sake of the Gospel mission through The United 
Methodist Church. 

 

JUDI: My name is Judi Kenaston and I chair the Commission on General Conference.  The 2012 
General Conference charged the Commission on General Conference and the body currently 
known as the Connectional Table with the responsibility of recommending petitions and 
constitutional amendments that will “reduce the cost, improve effectiveness and increase the 
value of our General Conference meetings.”   
 
(ON SCREEN)“The Commission on the General Conference and the General Council on Strategy 
and Oversight are charged with consultation with 2012 General Conference delegates and 
recommend to General Conference 2016, petitions and constitutional amendments that will 
reduce the cost, will improve the effectiveness, and will increase the value of our General 
Conference meetings.” 
 
JUDI: As we seek to do this together, we recognize that there are pressing matters around our 
organization and structure as a worldwide connection that must be addressed in order to 
responsibly recommend petitions and amendments. The matters came from the Worldwide 
Nature Study Committee last General Conference which raised questions around the 
connections we have as a worldwide church, the authority of our local and cultural contexts 
and the challenges we face with inequity of representation and power.  

 

(ON SCREEN) Core Values of Worldwide Church Connection  

 

BISHOP OUGH: Therefore, we are asking you as members of The United Methodist Church, to 
join us in addressing the challenges we have before us that affect how we live out our Gospel 
mission of “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  Members of 
the Connectional Table will give you a brief overview of the challenge before us.  Following 



their comments, Judi and I will return with instructions on how to give us feedback as we 
prepare to do our work together.  But, before we are joined by other voices, let us take a 
moment to pray and then speak our Worldwide UMC covenant together. (Bishop Prays) 

 

COVENANT INSERTED ON SCREEN (Voices of WWN Recorded) 

Part II) SCRIPT 

For Benedita Penicela (In Portuguese) 

Hello, may name is Benedita Penicela and I am a member of the Connectional Table of The 
United Methodist Church.  My home annual conference is Mozambique and I come as a 
representative of the Africa Central Conference.  The mission of The United Methodist Church is 
found on Paragraph 120 of the Book of Discipline.  It states that; “The Mission of the United 
Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Local 
Churches provide the most significant arena through which disciple-making occurs.”  As a the 
Body of Christ with parts all over the world, there are three core values we believe are essential 
for a vital United Methodist connection. 

 
As a global church we value: deeper connections, greater local authority, and equitable sharing 
of power and representation around the world. 
 

Part III) VOICE OVER BY UMCOM STAFF 
 
Part IV) SCRIPT 
For Bishop Streiff (In French) 
There are several groups addressing the challenges we have before us as we seek to live as a 
more authentic and genuine church in places across our globe.  The CT works with the 
Commission on General Conference to begin to address the matter of organization and 
effectiveness of General Conference by raising this question on the structure of conferences. 
 
The Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters works with the Committee on Faith 
and Order in beginning to address the need and the content of a Global Book of Discipline. 
 
Our hope is that as each piece is developed and refined, the various groups would solicit 
feedback from members of The UMC in order to craft legislation that is based upon the input of 
our membership.   
 
As a group, take time to review the Executive Summary, read the supporting material and 
discuss what your collective response may be for the question that we raise on “Where does 
the U.S. confer on U.S. matters?”  Once you have determined a collective response, please go 
to the website at www.umc.org/worldwide-nature and register your response.  We will collect 
all the responses and then discern where the Holy Spirit may be leading us as we seek to be the 
Body of Christ faithful to the mission. 
 

http://www.umc.org/worldwide-nature


Part V) SCRIPT 

For Bishop Ough and Judi Kenaston 

 

JUDI: Our hope is to hear from all of you throughout the connection by August 31, 2014.  We 
will be gathering information via the website and any other electronic means of communication 
you have access to from your region of the world.  The website is at the bottom of your screen.  
Feedback can be sent via email to the Connectional Table (on the screen) 

 

BISHOP OUGH: This feedback will then be shared with the CT Group attending to the 
Worldwide Nature and the Commission on General Conference.  By November 2014, we hope 
to have clear guidance for the Connectional Table and the Council of Bishops as they gather 
together to meet and discuss what they will prepare to bring to General Conference 2016.  Your 
feedback is essential to this process.  The hope is that we will begin to be able to map out a 
timeline that would include enabling legislation in 2016, a process of testing, writing and then 
re-testing legislation for a Global Book of Discipline and a new organizational structure that 
would enable, extend and expand the missional effectiveness of The United Methodist Church, 
to be presented at the 2020 General Conference.   

 

This is OUR church together, it is OUR connection and we come together because we believe 
God calls us to be the Body of Christ together.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray 
that God will work in us and through us to live the Gospel Mandate of Matthew 28:19-20.   

 

JUDI: And by the grace of God, may we find a way to live the great commandment of loving God 
and loving neighbor UNITED as the Body of Christ in different places around the world!  Join me 
in prayer for one another as we discern God’s call for The United Methodist Church today. (Judi 
Prays) – AMEN! 

  

 

 

 


