
Date: August 22, 2006         
ONLINE Questionnaire 

United Methodist Church Connectional Table Research – Phase III 
 

Introduction: 
 
The United Methodist Church is conducting a worldwide study to enable a better understanding 
of the thoughts, feelings and opinions of members and leaders like you. Your participation is 
very important to the Church. Please take a few minutes to fill out the following online 
questionnaire. The survey will take about 15 minutes of your time and your participation is very 
important to the Church. 
 

1. Have you participated in a research study for the United Methodist Church within the last 3 
months? (Check one only)  

 
Yes  THANK YOU. (Online survey will terminate) 
No  Continue 
 

2. What church are you a member (or pastor) of? (Type in the name of Church and City, 
State) 

 
 
Name of Church 
 

 

 
City, State 
 

 

 
3. How would you categorize yourself? (Check one only) 

 
Clergy    
Lay Leader   
Member   

 
4.   If a lay person: How long have you been a member of this church? (Type in the number 

of years you have been a member)   
 

    Years 
 

If a clergyperson: How long have you been appointed to serve at this church? (Type in 
the number of years you have been appointed to serve at this church)   
 
    Years 
 

 
5. What is the name of your annual conference? (Type in the name of your annual 

conference) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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6. First I would like to ask you about core beliefs. Please indicate how important each one is 

to you in your Christian journey. Your choices are: Extremely important, Somewhat 
important, Neutral, Somewhat unimportant, Not at all important. (Please check the box of 
the response that best fits. Check only one response per theological belief.)  

 
 Extremely 

Important 
Somewhat 
Important 

Neutral Somewhat 
Unimportant 

Not At All 
Important

DK 

Belief in God, Jesus 
Christ and The Holy 
Spirit  

      

Belief that personal 
salvation always 
involves Christian 
mission and service in 
the world  

      

Belief that scripture is 
the primary source 
and criterion for 
Christian teaching 
and Christian living  

      

Belief that we rely on 
God’s grace for our 
salvation and God’s 
grace is available to 
every person  

      

Belief that we 
acknowledge our 
complete dependence 
on God in birth, in life, 
in death and in life 
eternal  

      

 
 
7. Of the above which three would you say are MOST important in your Christian journey?   
(Please rank 1, 2, 3 in order of importance to you. Only rank 3 of the responses. Those 
three that are most important.) 
 
 Rank 1, 2, 3 
Belief in God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit  
Personal salvation involves mission and service  
Scripture is the primary source for Christian teaching and living  
God’s grace is available to every person  
Holy Communion should be open to all believers  
In birth, life, death and eternal life we are dependent on God  
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8. To what extent do you agree that your church offers you the opportunity to study, pray 
about, and practice these important aspects of faith so that they shape your life? 
(Please check the box of the response that best fits. Check only one response.) 

 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

Somewhat 
Neutral Disagree 

Somewhat 
Disagree 
Strongly 

DK 

      
 
 

9. The United Methodist Church has several core values. Please indicate how important 
each of the following is to you in your Christian journey. Again, your choices are: 
Extremely important, Somewhat important, Neutral, Somewhat unimportant, Not at all 
important.  
(Please check the box of the response that best fits. Check only one response per 
statement.) 
 

 Extremely 
Important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Neutral Somewhat 
Unimportant 

Not At All 
Important

DK 

Actively reaching out to 
assure the involvement 
of all persons 
regardless of race, 
national origin, or 
economic condition, 
are welcome to 
worship and become 
members  

      

Faith in Jesus Christ is 
expressed in work for 
justice and by 
providing for the needs 
of the poor, and all who 
are “pushed aside or 
left out.” 

      

Belief that United 
Methodist Christians 
around the world share 
a special relationship 
and should work 
together to make the 
world more loving and 
just.  

      

Belief that God expects 
us to actively  seek, 
gather and welcome all 
persons into the body 
of Christ  

      

Belief that Christian life 
is formed and guided 
by Scripture, tradition, 
experience and reason 
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10. To what extent do you agree that these core values are important to The United Methodist 
Church? (Please check the box of the response that best fits. Check only one 
response.) 

 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

Somewhat 
Neutral Disagree 

Somewhat 
Disagree 
Strongly 

DK 

      
 
11. To what extent do you agree that your church provides study opportunity to discuss these 

core values? (Please check the box of the response that best fits. Check only one 
response.) 

 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

Somewhat 
Neutral Disagree 

Somewhat 
Disagree 
Strongly 

DK 

      
 

12. Members of The United Methodist Church are called upon to involve themselves in faithful 
discipleship. How important is each of these practices?  Please indicate how important 
each of these is to you.  Your choices are: Extremely important, Somewhat important, 
Neutral, Somewhat unimportant, Not at all important (Please check the box of the 
response that best fits. Check only one response per practice.) 

 
 Extremely 

Important 
Somewhat 
Important 

Neutral Somewhat 
Unimportant 

Not At All 
Important

DK 

Private and public 
prayer       

Regular  worship with 
others       

Generous and regular 
financial giving       

Life-long study with 
others of the Bible 
and of the teachings 
of the Christian faith  

      

Working for social 
justice and by actively 
caring for all who 
suffer 
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13. There are several issues facing the Church and world today. For each issue below 
please indicate how important you believe it is for the Church to focus upon the issue. 
Your choices are: Extremely important, Somewhat important, Neutral, Somewhat 
unimportant, Not at all important. (Please check the box of the response that best fits. 
Check only one response per statement.) 

 
 Extremely 

Important 
Somewhat 
Important 

Neutral Somewhat 
Unimportant 

Not At All 
Important

DK 

To maintain 
connections with 
Christians around the 
world 

      

To end the problem of 
racial division in the 
world 

      

To end the problem of 
racial division in the 
Church 

      

To confront the 
problem of gender 
inequality in the 
Church 

      

To  address   
disagreements about 
homosexuality 

      

To draw from 
scripture for everyday 
living 

      

To make disciples for 
Jesus Christ through 
active outreach to the 
unchurched 

      

To prevent and end 
war       

To address health 
issues such as 
HIV/AIDS and malaria 

      

To care for refugees 
around the world        

To actively start new 
churches to serve 
new people in new 
places 

      

To care for children at 
risk (drugs, violence, 
disease. lack of 
education etc.) 
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14. In your opinion, what is the most important issue that the United Methodist Church 
should focus upon? This can be one of the above issues or one not mentioned above. 
(Please type in your response.) 

 
____________________________________________________ 

 
 

15. The United Methodist Church is organized in a connectional system that links the 
ministries of congregations and other church structures in a world-wide relationship.  
Please indicate how important you believe these organizational expressions are today.  
Your choices are: Extremely important, Somewhat important, Neutral, Somewhat 
unimportant, Not at all important. (Please check the box of the response that best fits. 
Check only one response per organizational expression.) 

 
 Extremely 

Important 
Somewhat 
Important 

Neutral Somewhat 
Unimportant 

Not At All 
Important

DK 

The General 
Conference is elected 
from lay and clergy 
members to meet 
every four years to 
set priorities, revise 
church laws, and 
oversee the finances 
and policies of the 
church.  This is the 
only body that speaks 
for the whole Church.  
In your opinion is this 
a prudent, useful, and 
effective way to 
manage the church? 

      

The church collects 
money to support 
ministries beyond the 
local church by 
assigning a fair 
portion of the cost to 
each congregation.  Is 
this an effective and 
efficient way to pay 
for work beyond the 
local church?   
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16. Following are some statements about of the effectiveness of pastors in the United 
Methodist Church.  Please indicate the degree to which you agree or disagree with the 
statement after I read it to you. The response you give should be based on your own 
experience and knowledge. Your choices are: Agree strongly, Agree somewhat, Neutral, 
Disagree somewhat and Disagree strongly (Please check the box of the response that 
best fits. Check only one box per statement.) 

 
 Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

Somewhat
Neutral Disagree 

Somewhat 
Disagree 
Strongly 

DK 

Overall, pastors 
are extremely well 
trained to be 
excellent at their 
work 

      

Overall, pastors 
are expertly 
supervised in their 
assignments to 
local churches. 
 

      

The way pastors 
are selected and 
assigned to 
churches is 
excellent 

      

It is extremely 
important for 
Bishops to appoint 
full time pastors to 
churches even if 
they are unable to 
pay 
apportionments 
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17. Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree that pastors demonstrate 

excellence in the following areas of responsibility.  (Please check the box of the 
response that best fits. Check only one box per area of responsibility.) 

 
 Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

Somewhat
Neutral Disagree 

Somewhat 
Disagree 
Strongly 

DK 

Equipping lay 
leaders to help 
with the spiritual 
leadership of the 
church 

      

Recruiting and 
engaging lay 
volunteers to help 
plan and conduct 
church activities 
 

      

Guiding spiritual 
growth for persons 
in the church and 
community 

      

Helping their 
congregation to 
define its primary 
task 

      

Organizing and 
managing the work 
of the church 

      

Leading vibrant 
and inspiring 
worship 

      

Teaching core 
United Methodist  
beliefs and  
practices 

      

Nurturing a warm 
and loving 
fellowship 

      

Helping individuals 
and groups take 
action to practice 
their faith in the 
community and 
beyond 

      

Pastors have an 
extremely 
demanding job 
and suffer from 
lack of sufficient 
time 
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18. The next set of questions is about the organizational structure of the church.  Again, your 
choices are: Agree strongly, Agree somewhat, Neutral, Disagree somewhat and Disagree 
strongly. (Please check the box of the response that best fits. Check only one box per 
statement.) 

 
 Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

Somewhat
Neutral Disagree 

Somewhat 
Disagree 
Strongly 

DK 

The organizational 
structure of the 
Church provides 
excellent ways for the 
church to function 
easily within the laws 
of the state and the 
country 

      

The organizational 
structure of the 
Church is excellently 
designed to assure 
quality in the way The 
United Methodist 
Church does its work 

      

The organizational 
structure of the 
Church provides for a 
good balance in the 
use of time and 
money between local, 
regional, national, and 
international 
ministries. 

      

The organizational 
structure of the 
Church  uses too 
much of the available 
financial and human 
resources in 
administration and 
bureaucracy 

      

Small cliques and 
power groups in 
churches exert too 
much influence 
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19. The next set of questions is about membership of young people.  Again, your choices 
are: Agree strongly, Agree somewhat, Neutral, Disagree somewhat and Disagree strongly.  
(Please check the box of the response that best fits. Check only one box per 
statement.) 

 
 Agree 

Strongly
Agree 

Somewhat 
Neutral Disagree 

Somewhat 
Disagree 
Strongly 

DK

 
It is extremely important 
to increase the number of 
persons active in our 
church 

      

It is extremely important 
to attract more young 
people aged 18-30 to the 
Church 

      

My church is extremely 
willing to reallocate 
resources such as time, 
money and space, to 
attract young people to 
our congregation 

      

My church is extremely 
willing to change or add 
alternative options of 
worship and music styles  
to attract young people to 
our church 

      

The Church needs more 
gifted young pastors in 
order to attract young 
people  

      

The Church needs to 
provide more “hands-on” 
mission work 
opportunities to attract 
and involve young people 

      

The church needs to 
provide more youth 
oriented programs (Bible 
study, small groups, 
fellowship, etc.) to attract 
youth 

      

The church needs to give 
much more attention and 
priority to evangelism—to 
reaching people to make 
disciples for Jesus Christ 
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20. Are there other categories or groups of persons that the church should give more 
emphasis in reaching and serving? 
(Please type in your response.) 

 
____________________________________________________ 

 
 

21. The next question is about the issue of homosexuality.   
The United Methodist Church’s stands on the issue are stated in The Book of Discipline. 
Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with the policy in the following 
statements.  Again, your choices are: Agree strongly, Agree somewhat, Neutral, Disagree 
somewhat and Disagree strongly. (Please check the box below of the response that 
best fits. Check only one box.) 

 
• The United Methodist Church does not condone the practice of homosexuality and 

considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching.  
 

Agree 
Strongly 

Agree 
Somewhat

Neutral Disagree 
Somewhat 

Disagree 
Strongly 

DK 

      
 
• We affirm God’s grace is available to all and we seek to live together in Christian 

community. We implore families and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay 
members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons. 
(Please check the box of the response that best fits. Check only one box.) 

 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

Somewhat
Neutral Disagree 

Somewhat 
Disagree 
Strongly 

DK 
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22. I would like to know why you originally became a member of The United Methodist 

Church.   
 

      Please read the list of statements.  Please chose the primary reason for your being a  
      member of The United Methodist Church. Choose one of the following statements only.  
 

(Please choose only one of the following statements.) 
 
 Check Only 

One 
My primary reason for being a member is that God claimed me to be a part of 
the Church 

 

My primary reason for being a member is that  I was born into a United 
Methodist family  

My primary reason for being a member is that the church is conveniently 
located  

My primary reason for being a member is that I like the pastor of my church  
My primary reason for being a member is the church services are at a 
convenient time  

My primary reason for being a member is that I like the people of the 
congregation of my church  

My primary reason for being a member is that I like the music and worship 
style of the church  

My primary reason for being a member is that I like the teachings and beliefs 
of The United Methodist Church  

My primary reason for being a member is that I like the church’s emphasis on 
God’s concern for the poor and for other social issues and  the fact that it 
gets people working on social concerns 

 

My primary reason for being a member is that it is a “middle of the road” 
church, neither too liberal nor too conservative  

My primary reason for being a member is that I had a profound religious 
experience when I was younger at church camp or in a youth group  

My primary reason for being a member is that I enjoy the social interaction 
with other members  

MY primary reason for being a member is that I value the activities such as 
trips for mission and service to others   

My primary reason for being a member is that I enjoy the character of the 
worship service  

None of the above  
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23. Please tell me how hopeful you are for the future of your local church?  (Please choose 
only one answer below.) 

 
 Circle Only One 
Extremely hopeful  
Somewhat hopeful  
Neutral  
Not vey hopeful  
Not at all hopeful  

 
24. Why do you say so? (Type in your response.) 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

25. And how hopeful are you for the future of the United Methodist denomination?  (Please 
choose only one answer below.) 

 
 Circle ONLY One 
Extremely hopeful  
Somewhat hopeful  
Neutral  
Not very hopeful  
Not at all hopeful  

 
26. Why do you say so? (Type in your response.) 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Finally, we have a few questions for classification purposes only. 
 

27. Approximately how many people attend your church on a weekly basis?  
 

  Check One 
Less than 50 Small  
Between 51-250 Medium  
250-1000 Large  
1000 + Very Large  
Don’t Know   
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28. What is your ethnic background? 
 

 Check One 
Asian  
African American/ Black  
Hispanic/ Latino  
Native American  
Caucasian/ White, not Hispanic  
Other (specify) ____________________________________  
Refused  

 
29. Which of the following age categories do you fall into?   

 
 Check One 
18 – 20 years  
21 – 25 years  
26 – 35 years  
36 – 45 years  
46 - 55 years  
56 – 65 years  
65 +  
Refused  

 
30. What is the highest level of education you have completed? 

 
 Check One 
Some high school  
High school graduate  
Some college or technical school  
College graduate   
Other (Specify)  
Refused  
 

31. Into which of the following ranges does your annual income fall? 
 

 Check One 
Less than $20,000  
Between $20,000 and $39,999  
Between $40,000 and $59,999  
Between $60,000 and $79,999  
Between $80,000 and $99,999  
Over $100,000  
Refused  
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32. Gender? 
 

 Check One 
Male  
Female  

 
33. Area: 
 

 Check One 
US  
Europe  
Africa  
Philippines  
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