
Background and Media Guidelines 
Appellate hearing for Frank Schaefer 
 

Background of Case 
 
On November 18-19, 2013, the Rev. Frank Schaefer, who was then pastor of Zion United Methodist 
Church of Iona in Lebanon, Pa., stood trial under The United Methodist Church Book of Discipline 
(“Discipline”) on two charges: (1) engaging in a practice declared by The United Methodist Church to be 
incompatible with Christian teachings, and (2) disobedience to the order and the Discipline of The 
United Methodist Church.  Both charges were based on Rev. Schaeffer’s having officiated at the same-
sex marriage of his son in 2007. 
 
Retired Bishop Alfred W. Gwinn Jr., appointed by Bishop Peggy A. Johnson, episcopal leader of the 
Eastern Pennsylvania Annual (regional) Conference, presided over the trial. The trial court (jury) was 
made up of 13 ordained United Methodist clergy from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference.   

At the conclusion of the trial, a majority of the trial court found Rev. Schaefer guilty of the charge of 
conducting a ceremony that celebrates homosexual unions, in violation of ¶ 2702.1b of the Discipline, 
and a majority also found Rev. Schaefer guilty of disobedience to the order and the Discipline of The 
United Methodist Church.  As a penalty, the trial court concluded that Rev. Schaefer should be 
suspended from all ministerial duties for 30 days.  The trial court further provided that if, at the end of a 
30-day suspension, Rev. Schaefer had “determined that he cannot uphold the Discipline in its entirety, 
he must surrender his credentials.” 
 
On December 19, 2013, Rev. Schaefer met with the Eastern Pennsylvania Board of Ordained Ministry, at 

which time he was stripped of his ministerial credentials.  

Schaefer gave notice of his intent to appeal on December 13, 2013. 
   

Summary of Appellate Process from The United Methodist Church Book of Discipline 

 

The Committee on Appeals for the Northeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church will hear 

the appeal of Frank Schaefer on June 20, 2014, at BWI Airport Marriott beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

Pursuant to the Discipline, the Committee on Appeals will include four ordained clergy, one diaconal 

minister, one full-time local pastor, and three lay people.  Members of Schaefer’s episcopal area are 

recused from hearing the case. 

The Committee on Appeals may answer only two questions: 

1. Does the weight of the evidence sustain the charges? 

2. Did errors of church law vitiate the verdict and/or the penalty? 

In answering these questions, the Discipline instructs that the Committee may consider the records of 

the trial and the arguments of counsel, but it may not hear testimony from any witnesses. 



At the conclusion of the June 20 hearing, the Committee will withdraw to deliberate in private. 

In deciding the appeal, the Committee may: 

 Leave the trial court’s rulings intact; 

 Reverse the findings of the trial court in whole or in part; 

 Remand the case for a new trial to determine verdict and/or penalty; or 

 Determine what penalty may be imposed, so long as it is not higher than the penalty affixed by 

the trial court. 

All decisions of the Committee require a majority vote. 
 

Media Guidelines for Appellate Hearing 

The public portion of the trial will begin at 10:30 a.m.  After the hearing, the Committee on Appeals will 

begin its deliberations (which could last until the next day). 

Guidelines for the hearing:  

1. Media seating will be provided to credentialed news media on a first come, space available 

basis.  Credentials for news media personnel will be issued onsite on the day of the hearing.  To 

be accredited, individuals must represent a recognized news organization such as a newspaper, 

wire service, television or radio station, magazine or ongoing newsletter, or must serve as a 

communicator for a United Methodist agency, annual conference, or other church entity. 

2. Because of the short duration of the hearing, there will not be a press room with facilities for 

reporters.  News media should provide contact information in order to receive follow-up 

communication about when a verdict will be announced.  This information will also be posted at 

UMCpresscenter.org. 

3. Photographs, audio and video broadcast and recording of the hearing proceedings and 

announcement of the verdict, either by observers or media, are prohibited.  

4. Observers/media may not post to social media during the hearing.  Laptops, cell phones and 

pagers must be turned off during the proceedings.  Violators of this policy will be asked to leave. 

 

 


