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Jesus, the risen Christ, stood on the mountain in Galilee with the eleven disciples. He was about 
to ascend to the Father. The disciples worshipped him. But, some doubted. Jesus spoke. He 
spoke with authority and about authority. Authority that accrued to those being sent. 
  
“Go, therefore…,” Jesus says. “Go, therefore…” 
  
We have been here in Portland with Jesus and one another for eleven days. We have 
worshipped the Risen Christ. We have discussed, discerned and decided much. We have 
rejoiced at times and wept at times. We have experienced moments of joyful unity and we have 
experienced the pain of our disunity. Some have doubted. And, now Jesus speaks to us, “Go, 
therefore…” After eleven grueling days, and at this late hour, I cannot imagine there are any 
other more welcomed words from Jesus than, “Go, therefore…!” 
  
We know the task. We know the command. Make disciples — everywhere with every ethnic 
group. Baptize, teach. Take my authority and go. Remember my Spirit will guide and equip and 
comfort and correct and empower you always — to the end of the age. 
  
“Go, therefore…!” 
  
But, where are we to go? Where are we to go as we leave Portland? Where are we to go as we 
return to our home communities all across this globe? 
  
If we are to obey Jesus’ command; if we are to accept Jesus’ Great Commission, if we are to 
follow Jesus’ pattern for making disciples, then we need to go where Jesus went. We need to go 
where the wounds are and proclaim there is healing for every wound — every wound! 
  
My charge to you is “Go, therefore…!” Go to where the wounds are because that is where Jesus 
went and that is what Jesus did. 
  

• When the Roman centurion, an enemy, pleaded for his servant to be healed — Jesus 
went to where the wounds were. 

 
• When the disciples were paralyzed by fear on the raging sea — Jesus awoke and went 

to where the wounds were. 
 



• When the Samaritan woman yearned for the living water — Jesus went to where the 
wounds were. 

 
• When Lazarus lay dead in the tomb — Jesus went to where the wounds were. 

 
• When the Sanhedrin and the Empire colluded to kill him — Jesus walked right into the 

center of the woundedness and sin of all humankind and gave up his life. 
  
Now, dear friends, we are being sent as Jesus’ witnesses to follow him to where the wounds are 
and do as he did. This will not be easy. Yet, we know it is the faithful way. We do not go alone. 
We have each other and our great Connection. Best of all, God is with us. 
  
Go, therefore; go to those in our churches and beyond our churches that have been damaged 
or disenfranchised by the actions or inactions of this General Conference. Go to where the 
wounds of exclusion are. 
  
Go, therefore; go to those who live in poverty or are imperiled by the killer diseases of poverty. 
Go to where the wounds of being left behind are. 
  
Go, therefore; go to those who are sinsick or filled with despair, doubt, depression and guilt. Go 
to where the wounds of darkness and hopelessness are. 
  
Go, therefore; go to those who are despised or hated or feared because of their race, tribe, 
language or faith. Go to where the wounds of bigotry and prejudice are. 
  
Go, therefore; go to those who cry out to be free from oppression and yearn to be invited to the 
banquet table. Go to where the wounds of injustice are. 
  
It is time to come off the mountaintop. It is time to leave Portland. It is time to go back to where 
we live and work. It is time to go to where the grind and joy of everyday life and ministry – the 
day-to-day routines take hold of us again. 
  
We do not go alone. We do not go ill equipped. We do not go unprepared. We have one 
another. We are clear about our mission — to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. The vision of the Beloved Community is before us. 
  
Jesus has given us all we need to succeed. We have been given the keys to the kingdom. We 
have been given authority to make disciples, to baptize and teach. We have been promised 
Jesus’ abiding, empowering, guiding presence — to the end of the age. 
  
Dear friends, do not doubt. Do not be paralyzed with fear. Do not allow cynicism to claim your 
soul. Hold fast to the faith. Take courage from one another’s faithfulness. Maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. Remember we are One Body through the cross. Pray 



unceasingly for the Holy Spirit to breakthrough and revive our great United Methodist 
movement. Live in Jesus’ presence, flooded by his grace. And, take authority. 
  
For the sake of Christ and all of God’s children and the Creation itself, go home — go to all the 
nations. Go, therefore…! 
  
In the power and name of Christ, go to where the wounds are! May it be so! Amen! 
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