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General Conference 
  

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 10:5-15 

  

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the 

Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come 

near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. 

 

Passion with Compassion 

  

In our text for today, Jesus gives a very difficult instruction to His Disciples. He forbids them 

from preaching to Gentiles and the Samaritans and directs them to the Jews. ”Go to the lost 

sheep of Israel” 

  

My wife and I have being married for thirty years and we share many things in common. But 

there is one thing that we do not agree on most often. She misplaces keys. If you want your key 

to be safe, don’t give it to her for safe keeping. On the contrary, I am not good at finding lost 

items and often, my life is miserable when she comes up to me and say “honey, I have lost my 

key”, because it means, I will have no peace until the lost keys are found. I either join the search 

or we destroy the lock and guess who pays for the damage? We have lived together for thirty 

years and I am still to get used to helping her find lost keys. 

  

Friends searching for lost items is the last thing anyone would want to do, especially so when 

you have no idea where to look for. 

 

In the text that we are dealing with, this is just what Jesus asked His disciples to do. “Go and 

find the lost sheep” 

 

Friends, to go in search of the lost is to go on a rescue mission. And actually, this is what 

Christianity is about. It is about standing up and confronting injustice face to face by being in 

solidarity with the poor and hurting of our world. 

  

Coming from Africa, and for that matter from a very poor family background, I know through and 

through what injustice is. I have slept with it and woken up with it. As a child, I went to school 

with tattered uniforms and often without shoes. I was severally driven from school for non-

payment of fees. Countless times I went to bed without food. As a Missionary working in sub-

Sahara Africa, I have not only experienced injustice, but for ten years, I had to wrestle with it. 

Today as an adult, and working in my home country, I live side by side with injustice, misery and 

poverty. 



  

Friends, injustice is not good. Injustice and poverty are evil. The poor have no dignity. The poor 

have no identity. The poor have no friends. The poor have no voice. Poverty is evil. 

  

Friends, our world is a perfect place turned upside down. Each day, our world is becoming a 

more and more hostile place to live. 

 

It is estimated that one in every hundred people in our world are either on the run or living in life 

threatening circumstances. 

 

Each year around the world, six million children under the age of five die from preventable 

diseases. And Jesus says; 

  

Go to the lost sheep.  

In Assad’s Syria, it is estimated that a total of about 5.7 million people have been uprooted and 

they helplessly wonder about as refugees seeking for a place to dwell in Europe with Turkey 

and Germany hosting the most number. It is also estimated that thousands more have been 

mass murdered by the horrific carnage caused by Vladimir Putin’s air raids. We hear Jesus say; 

  

Proclaim the good news.  

In Africa, about a million people mostly young men die each year in the open seas while trying 

to escape poverty by crossing the Mediterranean in search of decent living in Europe. It is also 

estimated that about a million more mostly women and children die each year as a result of 

preventable and treatable disease, war, poverty, drought and lack of clean drinking water. And 

Jesus commands; 

  

Cure the sick, raise the dead 

In Asia, thousands of migrants are enslaved, misused, and sexually abused each year in an 

effort to find a living and support their families back home. 

Jesus calls; 

  

Cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. 

In Palestine, it is estimated that about 750,000 people have been forcefully uprooted from their 

ancestral homes since 1948 not counting the thousands who continue to be decimated by 

horrific Israeli weapons- bombs, missiles and shells that blow up men women and children with 

a quarter of the fatalities being children. And Jesus says; 

  

Go to the lost sheep.   

Friends, we live in a world where the cries of the needy and lost call us to attention day by day. 

But we are too busy, just too busy to pay heed to their cries. We “pass by on the other side”  

  

In our text for today, Jesus is not only specific in the choice of place of assignment for His 

Disciples. He is equally specific in the objectives they were to accomplish – Heal the sick, raise 

the dead, cleanse the lepers and cast out demons. In order words, caring for the poor and 



needy, helpless, hopeless the outcasts and the marginalized in society must occupy the top 

priority of the churches agenda. Anything less is unacceptable. 

  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, one my most admired theologians had this to say. “The church is the 

church only when it lives its life for others”. John Wesley calls this spiritual holiness – caring for 

the stranger, caring for the poor, the orphans and the widows. 

 

Friends the United Methodist Church is called to go out. Somebody say “go out” Go out!!! 

  

That is the operative Verb – “Go”. Go outside the four walls of the church. Go outside yourself. 

Go out into your neighborhood’s. Go out into the world. Let the world become your parish. Go 

and rescue the perishing Go and care for the dying. 

 

Somebody say Go out!!! Go out!!! Go out!!! 

  

But no!!! We have become too comfortable sitting within. We have become encapsulated within 

the warmth of the four walls of the church building and don’t care the hell what happens outside 

its walls. 

  

Beneath the Logo of our denomination, some congregations have inscribed the words “Open 

hands, open hearts and open minds). I tell you what? I love that motto. But I have a problem 

with it. For far too long we have open our hands and nothing seems to happen. Instead of open 

hands, what we need now most are embracing hands. We need hands that embrace. Church, 

we need to and have to and must embrace each other. We must embrace in spite of.  

 

For far too long we have had open hearts and yet nothing seems to happen. What the church 

needs now is compassionate hearts. For far too long we have spoken of open minds. But it 

seems to me that nothing has happened. What we need now and most is engaging minds. 

Friends we need to engage each other or we perish as a denomination. Red and yellow black 

and white, poor and rich; have and haves not; gay or straight, heterosexual or bisexual, we 

need to engage each other. 

  

The 25th chapter of St Matthew’s gospel paints a picture of sheep and goats. At the North 

Carolina Annual Conference in June last year, Bishop Hope Morgan Ward and I preached a 

joint sermon on this text. Some good preachers refer to this passage as the Great Judgment. 

But to me, this text is not really about judgment as such.  

  

It is about the miracle of life in God, the miracle of seeing Christ in one another, the miracle of 

abundant life for all who receive and for all who give. It is about being faithful to Christ call to be 

there for the poor and the needy in our world; to be there for those who have been pushed to 

the margins of life. To be there for those who are not like us. 

  

This miracle my friends, only happens when we free ourselves of some of the ease and plenty 

and comfort and go out to the other side of life. 



  

It was passion that caused Jesus to leave his comfort in heaven to come down on earth, but it 

was compassion that caused him to shamefully die upon the wooden cross for you and for me 

thereby putting our sins upon himself. 

  

Yes, it was passion that caused Simon of Cyrene to move to the scene where Jesus was forced 

to carry the cross, but it was compassion that caused him to take the cross from Jesus and 

carry it upon himself. 

  

Friends, the church is called by Christ to dismantle the demons of poverty and injustice, the 

demons of racism, wars and diseases, the demons of hunger and all forms of inequalities in our 

world. We must do so with passion, but even more, we must do it with compassion. 

  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN 


